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METROPOLITAN TRANSIT COMMISSION 
ACTION ITEM 

STAFF SUMMARY 
 
 
SUBJECT: LYNX Blue Line Extension LPA & 15 percent Design Update DATE: April 22, 2009                        
 
  
1.0 PURPOSE/SCOPE: The purpose of this action item is for staff to present the 15 percent design 

update and to recommend the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) alignment and station 
locations as refined during the 15 percent Preliminary Engineering effort. The refined LPA will 
be pursued through the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). 

 
2.0 BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION:  The MTC adopted a Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) on 

June 28th 2006 for the Blue Line Extension (BLE). The MTC also directed staff to study a design 
option of the LPA called the Sugar Creek design option in order to better understand the 
potential economic benefits and costs of this option as compared to the LPA. On November 27th 
2007, the BLE was approved to enter Preliminary Engineering by the FTA and initiated the 
Sugar Creek study as well as refinement of the LPA alignment and station locations. The Sugar 
Creek study found that the design option had similar economic development benefits with a 
much higher estimated cost, as compared to the LPA. The results were presented at public 
meetings on January 13th and 15th, 2009. The BLE Team also spent considerable effort refining 
the LPA alignment and stations; this work was coordinated with UNC Charlotte, North Carolina 
Railroad (NCRR), North Carolina Dept. of Transportation (NCDOT), University City Partners, 
and other stakeholders. Please see Attachment A for a description and Attachment B for a 
map of the proposed refined LPA. 

 
3.0 PROCUREMENT BACKGROUND:  N/A 
 
4.0 POLICY IMPACT: By taking this action, The MTC will establish the LPA that will be advanced to 

30 percent design and evaluated in the DEIS.   
 
5.0 ECONOMIC IMPACT:  N/A 

 
6.0 ALTERNATIVES: N/A 
 
7.0 RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the MTC: 

a.) Accept as information the updated 15 percent design level project cost estimate 
b.) Adopt recommended alignment and station alternative for the refined LPA 
c.) Direct staff to advance Preliminary Engineering for the BLE to the 30 percent design level  
 

8.0 ATTACHMENT(S): Attachment A- LPA Description 
     Attachment B- Project Map 

 
    SUBMITTED AND RECOMMENDED BY: 

     
    __________________________________________ 
    Keith T. Parker, AICP 
    Chief Executive Officer, Charlotte Area Transit System 
    Director of Public Transit, City of Charlotte 



  
ATTACHMENT A 

Blue Line Extension- Northeast Corridor Light Rail 

LPA Description
 

 
 refined LPA includes 13 stations and is approximately 11 miles long. The BLE 

sign Option

The recommended
alignment begins in Uptown Charlotte, where the Blue Line currently ends at 7th Street. The first part of 
the alignment primarily stays within railroad right-of-way, through NoDa, until Old Concord Rd. 
(bypassing the Sugar Creek design option), where it enters into the median of North Tryon Street. The 
alignment follows North Tryon Street through the University City area then enters the UNC Charlotte 
campus north of JW Clay Blvd. A parking deck is planned at the project terminus, which is just south of 
I-485 along North Tryon Street. The following are the recommendations that make up this alignment for 
MTC approval: 

Sugar Creek De  
tion of the economic benefit of the Sugar Creek design option for the Staff has completed the evalua

BLE. The findings of the evaluation is that the Sugar Creek design option produces similar projected 
economic development benefits and a higher cost, and as such staff does not recommend the Sugar 
Creek design option. The BLE project will continue to study the Sugar Creek design option during the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), but will not do any more design work. 

Station Recommendations 
Staff recommends adoption of the proposed stations listed below: 

ded at this location to serve the 
rth 

f recommends that this station be located near Parkwood Ave and 
 

the intersection of Jordan 

recommends this station be located at the intersection of 36th Street 

 and 

d near the intersection of the 

om Hunter 

ted in the median of the 

. 

North Tryon St and JW Clay Dr.  

• 9th Street Station- Staff recommends that a station be inclu
many private developments, which are being built in this section of downtown. It is located no
of 9th Street in Uptown.  

• Parkwood Station- Staf
Brevard St. This Station was previously located near 16th Street but was relocated to provide
improved access to the neighborhoods near such as Villa Heights. 

• 27th Street Station- Staff recommends this station be located near 
Street and Brevard Street. This station was shifted further to the north along Brevard Street to 
avoid floodplain impacts. 

• 36th Street Station- Staff 
and the Norfolk-Southern railroad tracks, on the east (NoDa) side. This station has been 
coordinated with the NCDOT-Rail, Norfolk-Southern Railroad and North Carolina Railroad
is proposed to be built in conjunction with a grade separation of 36th Street, for the purpose of 
providing enhanced pedestrian and bicycle access to the station. 

• Sugar Creek Station- Staff recommends that this station be locate
Norfolk- Southern railroad tracks and Sugar Creek Road.  This station will include a park & ride. 

• Old Concord Road Station- Staff recommends that this station be located near the intersection 
of North Tryon Street and Old Concord Road.  This station will include a park & ride. 

• Tom Hunter- Staff recommends that this station be located near the intersection of T
Road and North Tryon Street. This station will include a park & ride. 

• University City Blvd Station- Staff recommends this station be loca
North Tryon Street in the vicinity of the Weave project. This station will include a park & ride. 

• McCullough Station- Staff recommends that this station be located near the intersection of 
North Tryon and McCullough Road. This station is the product of combining two previously 
planned stations that were located too closely together. This station will include a park & ride

• JW Clay Blvd Station- Staff recommends that this station be located near the intersection of 



• UNC Charlotte Station- Staff recommends that this station be located near Laurel Hall on UN
Charlotte’s campus. The station a

C 
nd alignment location was coordinated with the University. 

at 
This 

station will include a parking deck and is proposed to be 

 
 

• Mallard Creek Church Station- Staff recommends that this station be located near the 
intersection of Mallard Cr Ch Rd and Stone Quarry Dr. This station was relocated to the east 
the request of UNC Charlotte to be incorporated into a potential University development. 
station will include a park & ride. 

• I-485/ N. Tryon Stations- Staff recommends that this station be located on the south side of I-
485 near Morningstar Drive. This 
accessed from Tryon Street at the I-485 exit ramp. 
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Adoption of a Policy Amending the LYNX Blue Line Extension  
Locally Preferred Alternative (October 28, 2009) 
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