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A PARTIAL REVIEW OF THE EXPANSION AND
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHARLOITE CITY SCHOOLS




TO THIEL READER:

You are asked to be very patient as you read this report, or
parts of it, as my Pick and Punch system of typing is of the worst.
I found soon that if I stopped to erase all typing errors I would
get nowhere with this review;

I have attempted to give facts with as few educational platitudes
as nossible.

Many faithful and oufstanding teachers have not been mentioned
because there was not room to name them all., Thelr sérvices have
been greatly appreciated by this writer just the same.

This review has been written on the suggestion of the Administrative
Staff of the City Schools., I feel that it is very inadequate and
should bhe edited and rewritten some day.

The Address of Dr, Alexander Graham delivered on the occasion
of the 1aying of the corner stone of the school bullding at the corner
of IWorth Brevard and Tast Ninth Streets,gives the history of this
schnol system up to and including the year 1900.

A copy of this address was found in the flles of the School Board
after my story of Superintendent Graham's administration had been written.

There is ,therefore, in my review some repetition of parts of his address.
Respectfully,

Harry P. Harding.




A PARTIAL REVIEW OF THE EXPANSION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
THE CHARLOTTE CITY SCHOOLS. By H. P. Harding.

While on a vacation at Black Mountain during the summer of 190%‘
I found on the table in the reception room of the Daugherty House
an architect's album showing cuts éf buildings recently planned by
this architect. There was a pilcture of a school building in
Charlotte, N.C., and under the picture was inscribed, "The Finest
School Building In North Carolina".  "The North School, In Charlotte',

At that time I was Superintendent of Schhols in New Bern, N. C,

Two months later I was Principal of the school in Charlotte. The
date was October 3,190%.

This is to be a story of the Charlotte City Schools as they were
then, and as they became during my connection with the schools,eight
vears as Teaching Principal, one year as Assistant Superinténﬂent, and
thirty six years as Superintendent, in all forty five years, from
October 3, 1904 until June 30, 1949,

| Superintendent Alexander Graham

I would notvattempt~t0»write thils story without first paying a
tribute to Superintendent Alexander Graham, who was Superintendent in
Charlotte from 1888 to June 30, 1913, twenty five years.

He had been promineht in the educational life of the State before

coming to Charlotte. He had organized the Fayetteville N. C. graded
school about 1878. He was called upon many times by the citizens of
other communities to come to their respective towns and tell them how
to have a graded school.

He always advised the authorities to ggg%va‘special charter,
to vote for a special school tax, and, in that way to have their

own schools with the right to control them locally, and to make




them as good as they could afford. Superintendent Graham has

ofteh been called the Father Of The Graded Schools in North Caro-
lina.
Great praise has been given Govenor Aycock; Dr. C. D. McIver,

Dr. B. A, Alderman and Dr. J. Y. Joyner for awakening the educational
interest of the people of the State and they rightfully deserve the
greatest praise for their work. I think sometimes we forget the
fact that while these educational statesmen were telling the people
of the State WHY they should have good schools, men like Dr. Alex.
Gpaham, at Fayetteville aﬁd Charlottey Dr, M. C. S, Noble at Wiluming-
toh, Supt. E. P. Moses at Raleigh, Supt Blair at Winston-Salem,SAgf.
Supt. D. Matt Thompson at Statesville, Supt. J. I. Foust at Goldsboro,
Supt. T. R. Foust at New Bern, Supt. C{ L. Coon at Salisbury and i
Wilson were showing the people of the State HOW to have good schools.

The graded schools they had organized and were operating provi-
ded the pattern which made better schools possible and which became
the model system followed by the school authorities in most of the
school systems, city and county, throughout the State.

Charlotte System Organized In 1882

The Charlotte school system had been organized in 1882 by Super-
intendent J. T. Mitchell of Ohio. He resigned in 1886 to become
President of the Alabama State Normal College. " He was succecded
by his Principal Mr. J. T. Corlew who served from September 1886 untll
February 1888. ' Superintendent Alexander Graham became Superintendent
of the Charlotte Schools in February 1888 and served, as stated above,
until J une 30, 1913. For twenty fiveryears he gave the cilty a well .
Organized(graded shhool'system*which'formed the foundation on which

his successors have buiit.
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The South Séhool later known as the D. H. Hill school was the
| only white school from 1882 until 1900.  The South School build-
ing was originallyd a boys' military school conducted by Command-
ant D. H. Hill who later became General D. H. Hill of the staff of
General Robert E. Lee.

After the war between the States the building was used for a short
time as a boys' school conducted by a General Johnston. The proper=
ty extended East from the Southern Rail Road and included twenty
seven acres. On this land was the school building and a brick
two story residence, the home of the Commandant of the'school, and 1
;éter the home of the Superintendent of schools. Th;s property was

idle and the buildings vacant for a number of years.

About 1880 there was considerable agitation bykome' of the citizens

for the City Council to buy this land for a graded school. There
was a great deal of opposition by a group of citizens who did not #
} want to increase the city taxes.

From that time until the present day there has always been a

- certain element in our city who have opposed any progressive expan=-
sion of the schools that might incfease the taxes on their property.
They h?ve made it extremely hardkhrough the years to carry a bond
election to provide adequate bulldings or to increase the tax rate
to meet efficient operational costs. Notwithstanding the fact |
that the growth of}the city has been the chief factor in making
their property valuable.

This oppodition was very strong in 1880. Mr. Edw. M. Bell who
was then an employee of the National Bank has told me this storys

 The City Aldermgn,or Council, bargained with the owners of the
property to buy it for about $15,000,00. The price was accepted
- and paid in caéh one Saturday night. Mr. Bell helped count the
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money, some of it in silver, The City Aldermen were afraid to give

the owners a check, lest the opposition would get out an injunction

’before the oﬁening'of the bank on Monday morning and stop the payment
;1of the check,

A special School tax of 10¢ on the $100.00 property valuation and
‘30 ¢ on the poll had been voted for school purposes by the citizens in
“May 1880,

There is a story that a Negro citizen, John Shank, was the most per-
sistent agitator for the city to buy this property for a white school,
and land elsewhere for a Negro school. It has been told that he appear-~
ed before the Board of Aldermen so many times that tha Board finally
took notice, and after much urging by the white citizens the Board
1eased for one year this property and the following year ,1882, pur-
chased it,

be
It maonf interest to note here that the son of this Negro citizen
studied law, located in Boston, and eventually became Assistant City

Attorney for the city of Boston.

THE SECOND WHITE SCHOOL
During the year 1889 the citizens voted for an increase of the school

Tax rate from 10¢ to 20¢ and the Aldermen issued bonds to finance the
Purchase of é site and the érection of a school builfing in the First ‘
Ward, on the Corner of N. Brevard and E. Ninth Sfreets. The Gray prop-
erty was secured for $6,000.00 , the building was erected at a cost of
$27,000,00, the Architects' fees and furniture made the entire cost
about $35,000.00,

EX It wfas opened in 1900 and was known as the North School. It
*ontained eighteen class rooms. The Architect was Frank P. Milburn |
>f Washington, D. C. When the architect submitted a number of plans
-0 the Superinten” ent and the School Board, he showed them also the
flans of a hospital thet he had just planned and built at some city

Texas. When Superintendent Graham saw the hospital plans
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# 5 |
wlth a large bay window in the rear of each class room and other

windows on the side, with space for an office, nurses' rooms and

teachers' rest rooms on every floor, wardrobes in every room,

play rooms in the basement and with modern heating and toilet

facilities, Superintendent Graham said to the Board, "That is the

building we want." And that was the plan accepted.

u
o

Mr. J. A.Bivens was transferred from the South School to be Prin~
cipal of the new school. He served until October 1lst, 190%. Miss
Laura Orr was made Principal of the South School. She was succeeded

later by Mr. Robert Foard. In September 1904 Mr. Bivens resigned to

become Head Master of the Trinity Boys! School in Durham.

On October 3rd, I, H. P. Harding,became Principal and teacher

NI

of the Tenth Grade ,in the North School.
)

There were then, in 1904, two white schools and one Megro school.

In the South School were twenty two teachers, in the North School {
eighteen teachers,and in the Myers Street School for Negroes six- 1

' teen teachers, a total of fifty six teachers. Enrolled in the \
schools were 1,003 in the South School, 981 in the North School, /

and- 1111 in the Myers St. School, a Total of 3,095 pupils.

The Private Schools

It may not be amiss here to refer to the private schools in

R in the educational life

;ybharlotte and to the part taken by the private school§‘of the State

. at that time. "
J For a lomg time the opinion was held that the education of the £¥

children was a family responsibility if the head of the family was

financially able to educate them. The public free 'schools were

operatéd for a few months, rangigg from two months in some places

to fqur and six months in other places. These schools were free

r everybody, but were usually attended by children who were not #¥
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able, or inclined, to éttend a private school,

Private schools flourished in the towns, and hefgigenumber of well
known boérding schools in the State. Prominent among these were The
dorner School, or Military Academy, at Oxford, The Bingham Military
School, first at Mebane then at Asheville, Tﬁé Grey School at Mebane,
The Davis Military School at LaGrange, The Graham School at Warrenton,
The Hobgood School for girls at Oxford, and a number of others.

In Charlotte Major J. G.Baird conducted a military school for boys
in a swall two story building on the corner of North Poplar and West

school
Sixth Streets. He had followed Capt. W. A. Barrier who had a privateA
number
here for a nipber of years. Prof. H. W. Glasgow had a very successfil
dollege preparatory school for boys, also Prof. Davidson. '

Some time prior to 1904 Miss Harriet Moore had a school for girls

on West Seventh Street, about where the Saint Peters Parish House now
stands. Blizabeth College and the Presbyterian College, each had a

preparatoty denartment for girls.

There were then,o# soon after, the church schools, The Catholic

O'Donohue school and the Lutheran school.

That the education of the children was the State's responsibility
had been forcibly expressed by Archibald D. Murphy as early as 1936,
and by Calvin Wiley 1853 to 1865, but during the period of Reconstruc=-

tion and thereafter not much was done about 1t for a long time.

THE GRADED SCHOOL MOVEMENT
The Graded School movement was the first acknowledgement, to anwg
great degree, that the education of the children of-a community was
a community responsibility. It was this policy which resulted in
the levying of a special tax by a community for a graded school.
The Graded School plan became very popular. By l933kalmost every‘

own in the State had a‘special charter and operated its
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own school for all the children of the community. In 1933 the

State assumed that responsibllity, repealed all spedial charters,

and established the State school system. We shall see later the
effect of this change on our schools in Charlotte and infthe other
cities and towns of the State. In the meantime as the Graded Schoadl
Systems became more efficlent and,therefore, more popular, most 0z He

p¥ivate schools in the State and in Charlotte,with the exception of %h

the church schools, closed their doors. The Country Day School came
some years late%hnd still thrives.
The Policy of the City School Administration.

The pdlicy of the City School admimistration has always been to
welcome and to coopérate with any person or institution that had a
contribution to offer for the improvement of the educational 1life
of the city. While there was no rivalry between the city schools

and the private schools, it was always the ambition of the city

schools authoruties to make the city public schools so good that
the richest man,as well aé the poorest man in town, would feel that
héﬁA?% send his children to the city schools if they were to gét

the best to be had in Charlotte. That ambition has been realized

for a number of years.

The City Schools and the Public Library.

Superintendent Graham's annual report for the year 1900-'01 ‘l“
gives the following accpunt of the part that the city schools
played in the history of the libraries in the schools, and later
of the City Library. In August 1898 Superintendent Graham recom-
mended that %portion of the income from outside tuition be set
aside to add to our Graded Schools' libraries, but no action was
;taken. I quote from Supt., Graham's report: " In the year follow-

ng (1899) after a heated discussion, the proposition to buy one
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hundred dollars worth of books was carried by one vote. This at last
wWas DProgress. In the winter of the same year the Directors of the
Charlotte Lyceum and Library Associatioi\;to wits Dr, George W,
Graham, President, E. D{ Latta, Vice President, John Wilkes, Harri-
son Watts, M. A, Bland, Armstead Burwell, J. L. Ghambers , and
Frank Wilkes, J. A. Bivens, Secretary, donated sevepal thousand dollaxs
(worth of books) to the children of the Charlotte Public Schools,
unconditionally, with the request that the school Commissioners
accept the same, provide a suitable home, and allow the*children,
and the public generally the free use of said booksﬁ.'

Speeches were made by Capt. Wilkes, Capt. Watts, Dr. Georgehgraham
and Mr. J. L. Chambers. o

I quote again from the report o Supt. Graham: "Mr. Jofin R. Pharr
Chairman of the Finanve Committee of the School Board promised ample
financial support and a splendid home, also a librarian, for the books
~nd thus the Charlotte Free Public Library was born.

"On Februaqg)28, 1901 th€ legislature passed an act to amend

Chapter 138 of the private laws of 1874-175 giving this Board

full power to establish and maintain a library which shall be free,
for the use of the teachers and students of the public schools
and the public generally.

" This law was passed at the suggestion og Dr. George Graham
‘ President of the Library Association mentioned above.

"The entire Board of School Commissioners entered heartily
into the) library movement. Two rooms were cheerfully provided
in the city hall by Elderman Ed. Reid. Mr. J, Hirshinger was made
Chairman and Mr. Hugh A. Murril was made Secretary and the library

vas opened at once,
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I quote again from Superintendent Graham's report, " The Com-
missioners signed a joint letter to Mr. D. A. Tompkins, requesting
him to visit Mr. Carnegie and solicit a donation sufficient to con-
struct a building for our new library. Mr. Tompkins acting for the
Commissloners addressed a note to Mr. Carnegie who informed him that
he was already in communication with Mr. Thos., f. Franklin, one of
the city Fathers. In a very short time Mr. Thos. J. Franklin an-
nounced that Mr. Carnegie had donated $20,000.00 to the city of
Charlotte for a public library, provided said City would give $2,500.
annually toward its support . | '
| "The 1egislatuye promptly passed the necessary laws; and at the ﬁl{
election in May a majority of the votesf were cast inf;avor of the |
Public Free Libfary.‘ A splendid lot on N. Tryon St.,ét a cost of
%ll,OO0.00 was immediately purchased and the beautiful’plané submitted
by Michael, Wheeler and Company have been unanimousl§ adopted and work
on .the building to cost $19.300.00 will begin at once.

" A more remarkable history of any movement Will probably never
be written ", So wrote Superintendent Graham in 19ol.

The building on that site served the city until 1955, On that
same site and adjoining land recently acquired the new library build-
: ing to cost more than a million dollars im now being constructed.
Superintendent Graham paid a lovely tribute to the late Mrs.

% Bessie Lacey Dewey who had been the inspiration and moving spirit .
% of the Charlotte Lyceum and Library Assogiation.
1 CITY LIMITS OF CHARLOITE IN 1904%

: The City limits of Charlotte in 190%, on the South extended one
?;'block beyond the South School, to Templeton Avenue. All of the

territory beyond the Pritchard Memorial Church was out of the city.
Mr. E. D. Latta was then developing the Dilworth residential section.
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" Buy a home in Dilworth with rent money", met your eye on alliéides.
Dilworbh school with eight class rooms, the original section of |

the present building, was a Mecklenmburg Cdunty school. Mr. A. T.

Allen was the Principal. He was later State Superintendent of

Schools for many yearse.

On the North the Seaboard Rail Road was the city boundary. Children

living beyond that line attended a County school in Belmont, on the
corner of Seigle Ave. and Belmont Street, where the Salvation Army
building now stands. There was also a nne teacher sc@ool in Groveton
West of Statesville Ave. On thé East, the city limits extended to
Sugaw Creek. Where Central High School now stands was then just
outside of the c¢itye. Elizabeth Avenue was becoming a populab
residential section. Elizabeth College, now the Presbyterian H¢spital,
was at the end of the street. MR1L of this section was in the County
school distict. In the second block of Providence Road was a one
teacherd County school.

On the West, Irvin Creek was the city limit. What is now Wesley
Heights and Seversville was thenin the County.' There was a one
teacher County school for white Chi}dren in Seversville and a one

teacher County school for Negro children in Biddleville.

South School and North School Territories
In the city , Trade Street was the dividing line between the

North School and the South Schoold territories. There was room
eggugh in the North School building for only pupils ifif Grades

One through Five,‘and the Tenth Grade for the whole city. The
South School had Grades One through Nine, including pupils in Grades
Six through Nine‘from the North School territory. Mr. Robert

?oard was Principal of the South School and teacher of the Ninth



R

s

=

# 11
Grade. _

The Principal of the North School taught the Tenth Grade which
was the Highest grade of the school system at that time. He miéht be
at the most important point in the demohstration of a ther&m or
problem in Geometry, or at the climax of a lesson in history or litera-
ture when a knock on the door would.be heard, and a boy would say
"Migs So and So wants you to come to her room, Johnnie Smith is giving
her some trouble'. The Principal would leave his class, go to the
relief of the teacher, give Johnnle what was coming to him and then
go back to the Geometry lesson untll another call would come from some
one of the other seventeen teachers in his building.

He has often wondered if the students in the Tenth‘Qrade during
those years really learneé anything. Then he remembers that most of
them went on to be successful men and women; five ofthem later to be |
Principals and more than that number to be teachers in our Charlotte
schoolsy five or more to be prominent ministers in their respective
denominationss one to be Professor of law in our State University; one
to be Professor of Education in Duke University; $wo went into the
diplomatic service, one of. them became U. S. Ambassador to Brazil; one
to be head of one of the largest coﬁstrﬁction companies in the world;
one to be Executive Secretary of The National Association for Childhood
Bducation with offices in Washington, D. C.; and many others to be |
highly successful business and professional men and woumen, and most
important of all to be good substantiai citizens. '

So thew must have had something in them that enabled them to over-
come the handicaps of the Tenth Grade, |

It any rate they had a wonderful time together when the teaching

Princival was out of the room helping a teacher correct her problem
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pupil. This learning to 1ivé together may have been the best lesson

they learned

THE’NEGRO SCHOOL
When the Graded Schools were organized in 1882 the Negro school

occupied an old building in the First Ward, between Caldwell and David-
son Streets. On JUpe 8th 1886, ﬂﬁB‘BOard of Aldermen purchased from
Colonel W. R. Myers aﬁot in the Second Ward, on Myers St., with 200
foot frontage at $200.00 per acre On this site was built a wooden
building with two stories and eight rooms at a cost of #2,800.,00.

J. B. Ratley was Principaly, and the school was known as the Myers
Street School. _

In 1904 this school had sixteen teachers and Mrs. Isabella Wyche
was the teaching Principal. The expansion of this Myers Street
building with extenslons added from time to time, withlputédoor
stairways from the ground to the second and third flooré of the
twq"wings in the rear of the main building gave the whole structure
a §triking appearance, The children called &k the school with the
Jaégb's Ladder. This was the only school for the Negro children
until the extension of the city limits in 1907.

In the Negro school were Grades one through eight, and the course
of study was on a par with the white schools.

Dr. Graham took much pride in the work of the Negro school. He
liked to visit the class\rooms and ask the pupils questions. On
one occasion in the Sixth @rade of the Myers Street school he

ésked the class, "Who are the three greatest Americans?" One boy

sn the back seat raised his hand and answered, "Fessor Graham,Teddy
yosevelt, and Mister Sears-Roebuck'". Possibly his Mister Sears-

'ébuck grew out of his respect for the catalogue, but more probably

had heard a great deal about the Rosenwald Fund, which had givén




great help to the education of Negroes in the South. Mr Rosenwald had

been head of the Sears-Roebuck Companyy Some schools in North

Carolina had been aided by tals fund.
The School Day

The school hours in the Myers St.School were from 9 a.m. until
3 p. m. they were dismissed one half hour later than the children of
the South School to avoid the fightdé that might occur if the children

of both schools were on the street at the same time. The white schools

closed at 2,30 p. m.

THSTRUCTION

Superintendent Graham#tressed thorough teaching. Drill on Spelling,
and Arithmetical tables received much attention in the lower grades
and consumed more time than in later years. Multiplication tebles
through the fifth table were taught in the First Grade. Smith's
Grammar with parsing and some diagraming was begun in the Fifth Grade.
The book list included Webster's Blue Back Speller, Stoddard's Mental
Arithmetic, Spencerian penmanship copy books, Augsburg Drawing Books,
Milne'! Standard Arithmetic, Ward's Rational Method in Reading, Barnes'
Geography Series, White's History of U. S. in the Fifth Grade, Bruce's
U. S. History in the Sixth Grade, Spencer's North Carolina History
in the Seventh Grade, Thompson's U. S, Historw in Grades 8~10.
‘Latin was begun in the Sgventh Grade and was required of all pupils,
iCaesar was begun in theiﬂinth Grade and continued through the fitst
- half of the Tenth , Virgilﬂ!Aeneid was begun in the second half year
of the Tenth Grade. Milne's Algebra and Ceometry were taught in
the Tenth Grade. | |
PRIMARY GRADES

The First Grade class rooms were very attractive and the class work .

appealed to beginners. In the North School Miss Sallie Bethune,




‘75;': 1)_{,_

Miss Mary O. Graham, Miss Mary Wiley, Miss Fannie Henderson, and Miss
Allie Nooe were the primary teachers, and In the South School Miss |
Lelia Young and Miss Alice Holland.

Much has beeﬂwritten about the class room work of those days. It
is often stated that the emphasis thep was on teaching subject matter
wvhile today the emphasis is on teaching the whole child. The impli-
cation here is WIronge It is true that our programs today take into
greater consideration the interest of the child and are planned for
mére pupil participaﬁion than inkhe'earlier days. But during my
fifty years of experience in the schools of the State there has been
nojgime when the great majorlity of teachers were not dedicated to the
deﬁeiopment of character and of all round personality in their pupilis.
Hundreds of our Tharlotte citizens today revere the memgries of their
teachers of those days for the inspiration they gave them toward liv=-
ing the full life.

SCHOOL DISCIPLINE

Dr. Graham believed in strict discipline. Corporal punishment

. was adninistered for certain offenses. Many of our prominent citlzens
today tell with great glee of their tripsd to the coal, or well, house
% with the Principal or Dr. Graham, but bhe trips in those days were not
ﬁ-so gleeful. Obedience and respect for teachers and phose in authority

g was required of all pupils. Child guidance as we understand it today

did not enter so much into the program of that day.

Selection of Teachers.

Applicants to feach in the white and colored schools were required
to take an examination prepared and given by the Superintendent.

‘A report was made to the.Teachers' Committee of the Board and the
teachers were elected on the recommendation of the Committee , by

the whogas Board{
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This plan continued until about 1920 when the State Teachers'
Certification plan went into effect.

For the most part teachers in the Charlotte city schools have
always been selected on a basgis of their gqualifications. For
that reason the teaching staff in Charlotte through the:years

have been far above the average.

THE BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS

In 1904 the School Board had nine members. They were elected by
vards from the four wards of the city, and served tw¢ years. The
Mayor of the city was ex-officio Chairman of the Board, but a Vice
Chairman elected by the members from their own number actually‘per-
formed the duties of the Chairman most of the time.

In 190% Mr. Peter Marshal Brown was Mayor. The other members
were as follows: From Ward One, Mr. Arthur Henderson, Mr. J. A. Fore

and Mr, S. A. Asbury; from Ward Two: Mr. John Van Landingham, and

Mr. W, C. Wilson; from Ward Three Mr. J. Hirshinger and Mr. A. C.
Hutchison; from Ward Four, Mr John Pharr and Mr. T. W. Dixon. .
Mr. C. M. Etheridge was Secretary and Treasurer.

In 1905 Mr. S. S. McNiﬁch was elected Mayor and Mr. D. B. Smith
succeeded Mr. Asbury and Capt. T. T. Smith succeeded Mr. VanLanding-
ham. Capt Smith had served several years prior to 1903.

THE CITY ELECTIONS

The city‘elections held every two years for the Mayor and other
city officials were more exciting than the State or County elections.
Democratie an%hRepmblican‘party politics did not enter into the

s ,

campaign, butAweddington Faction versus the Brevard faction greated

the interest.

Every two years the membership of the whole Board might change.

However a number of former members of the School Board were usually




re~elected. The key man among the Board mewbers was the Chairman

0f the Finance Committeec. At that time andJat almost all times

in later years, the Chairman of the Finance Committee considered

it his chlef function to keep down expense, to make the schools

cost as little as possible,aBd to have a substantial Eurplus at the
: himsel

end of the school year. He has considerédathe "Loyal Opposition"

to all proposals that called for an extra appropriation of funds.

There were a few exceptions to this rule, T shall refer to them XA

‘later, who believed the Pfficient management of the school funds Wédr

meant putting the money to work for the benefit of the school child-
ren, since their parents had voted the school tax for that purpose.
These few believed the test of efficiency was not to have a big

surplus but to show the wise expenditure of all funds during the year.

Mr. J. Hirshinger served several years as Chairman of‘the Finance
Committee, when the funds of theschools were low, and while he liked
to have a good surplus at the end of the year, he gave unstintingly
of his time and business experience to the watchful care of the
school finances. From his report of 1904-'05 we get some idea of

the budget of that year, I quote ,

Income 1904-'05, Total revenue $h2, 040,80
Disbursementst u

Salary of Superintendent $l,800.00 and Residen ce
Salary of Treasurer 200.00 ’
Salaries of Teachers and Principals 22,888.00

Salaries of Janitors | 2,034.00

Loans and Renewals | - 12,300.00

Interest Account . 1 281.00

Night School » 100.00
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Fuel Acct. ‘ $1,092.91
Expense Acct. 880.73
Balanve on Hand ' 463.17

Total | $l2,040.80

Nearly alwayékhere were two fac¢tions of the Board, the new mem-
bers, some of whoi had run for the Board because they wanted to
change some of the current policles, made up one faction, and the old
members of the Board made up the other. By the time for another gif
citlg election the members of the Board were together,'and the in-
cpming new members made up the second faction. At fhe Board
meetings E er the reports from the Finance,and Building and Grounds
commltteesh‘and New Business was the order, there was never a dull

moment.
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

It was tremendously hard to plan for the years ahead in antici-
pation of the growth of the c¢ity and therefore of the increased en-
rollment in the schools, for two reasons. First, the whole board
was subject to change every two years; and second, Only the rapid
increase of population, and therefore, of pipils, would convince
the voters of the‘need for increasing the revenue for the schools.
Therefore over crowded class rooms and heavy teacher's loads have

prevailed too much of thé time.

C OMMENCEMENTS
At the end of the school year commencement exercises were held
in the old Academy of Music on South Tryon Street.
It was thé big event of the school year. The Tenth Grade

graduates , usually about thirty five in numberawere awarded diplomas.

A prominent man from the State was the speaker of the occasion. The
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class day exercises were as a@laborate as today.

Mr. Robert Keesler ha@ been Supervisor of Music for the City
schools since about 1900. At each commencement he arranged an
ascending series of seats on the rear of the stage and filled them
with children. This large choris of singing children dressed in their
Sunday best, gave the stage a very sbectacular appearance,

Parentg#rom all sections of the city came to hear Johnny and his
sisber sing The auditorium was always crowded to capacity.

After the Academy of Music was burned the commencemeﬁt exer-
cises were held in the city auditurium which stood ag the corner of
North College and E. Fifth Streets. Thils too was always fllled at
conmencemente.

The large attendance at comhencements in Charlotte, from that day
until this time,js indicative of ﬁhe interest of our people in the

education of theirAchildren.

THE EXTENSION OF THE CITY LIMITS, L¢¥#, 1907

The year 1907 was a year of expansion. The city limits were
extended to include Dilwort%ﬁ on the South, Seversville and Biddle-
ville on the West, Belmont, Villa Heights, and North Charlotte on
the North and Elizabeth Heights and Myers Park to Dartmouth Place
on the Laste.

EXPANSION OF THE SCHOOL SYSTEM

THis brought into the city school system, the Dilworth school
with eight teachers, The Belmont School with seven teachers, the
Seversville school with one teacher, the Myer§!Park school with
one teacher, Thé Elizabeth Mills school with one teacher, the Grove-
ton school with one teacher, and the Biddleville school with one |

teacher.

e e Pt B b - i s S5 L 5
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ORGANIZATION FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1907-'8

So many of the teachers of that year remained in the school system
50 long and contributed so much to the school life of the city that

I give the organization of the year in full, together with the enroll-
‘ment by gradese.

Superintendent, Alexander Graham.

Supervisor of Music, Robert L. Keesler.

Assistant Supervisor of Musle , Miss Martha Mae Carr.

Grade Teacher ' Enrollment

South -School

Miss Alice Holland 51
Miss Lelia Young 52
Miss Jennie L. o ; 56
Miss Mary Graham 5k
Three Miss Jennie Patterson L8
Miss Mary Moody | L9
Four MissLeonore W. Seay ‘ L3
Miss Bdith Ward ‘ 35
ive Miss Lena Smith | L7
Miss Margaret Wallace ‘ 38
Miss Nina Howell b2
Miss Josie Henderson - 9
Miss Madeline Orr , 2
édd  Miss Mary Jamison 45
.~ Miss Bthel Spelman 38
even Milss Bertha Donnelly Yo
Miss Fannie L. Harris | L1
Migss Ursula Blankenship | L5
Miss Josephine Osborne L6
Miss J%lia Roberts L2
ight Miss Sara Kelley 3
Miss Tharlee Hutthison 2
Migs Fannie Moore - 26

ine  Mr. A. G. Randolph, Principal, u8

North School
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North School

rade Teacher Enrollment
One Miss Sallie Bethune v 56
Miss Mary O. Graham - 56
Miss Mary Wiley Ly
Miss Fannle Henderson 45
Miss Allie Nooe (Ad'v 1st) L0
Two MNiss Elizabeth Conrad | a&
Miss Flora Rutledge C
Miss Bettie Nash : 46
Three NissSara Hargrave | L0
. Miss Mary Irwin L0
Miss Cora Orr ‘ Lo
Miss Ida Hand : 39
Four Miss Hattie Alexander | RS
. Miss Norma VanLandingham 5 ,
Miss Bunice Anderson A 35 T
Miss Mary Darsey 35
| Miss Sadie Grier 35
?Ten H., P. Harding, Principal, 39

Dilworth School

MIES/

Mrs. Chalmers Moore 55
Mrs. Essie Blankenship L0
Miss B Black 6
Miss Mary Maxwell : L
Miss Fannie Porter Lly
Migs Ola Herron 27
Miss Louise Martin : ok

Mr, F. P. VWyche, Principal, 29

- Myers Park School
Miss Mabel Trotter
Seversville School

Migs Addie Brown
| Elizabeth Mill

ss Anna B. Carr
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BELMONT SCHOOL
TEACHTRS

Miss Daisy Cuthbertson | , ¢

flss Tunice Sadler

Miss Annie Cashion
Miss Evelyn Nisbet

Miss Man Sadler

Miss Elfzabeth Crowell

ir. G. P. Heilig, Principal.

Biddleville
Miss Hattie Neal -
THIRD WARD ' : ‘

Hiss Lena Cardwell (Colored)

Myers Street School
S. B. Pride, Principal

>rade One, Miss Annie McKnight, Miss Blanche Tyson, and Miss M. L.
Cardwell. Grade l%, Miss Luaca Jackson.

rade Two, Miss Willie Massey, Miss Estelle Grigg, and Miss Leanna
* Cardwell

rade Three, Miss Bessie Hoover, Miss Mary Speings and Miss Emma Wyche.
rade Four , Miss Margaret Tate and H. G. Stewart.

rade Five, Mrs, N. L. Leary and Miss N. D. Johnston.

rade Six, Miss Zella Alston,

rade Seven, Mrs. Jessie Pride. ' '

ade Eight, Mr. S. B. Pride, Principal.

The Superintendent's report failed to give the Teacher's load in

le schools above where this information is omfitted,
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SALARIES IN 1907
Superintendent $1,800.00 and Residence.
Principal North School $1,500.00
Principal South School $1,000.00
Prineipal Dilworth School $1,000.00
Principal Belmont School $800.00

Teachers of Grades 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 $40.00 per month for nine months,
during the first and second years of service.

Teachers of 2,3,%,5,2nd6 $42,50 per month during third and fourth
years of service,{/ #nd $45.00 per month for the f£ifth and subse-
quenta§ears of service. N

Teachers of the First and Seventh Grades $50.00 per month during the
first four years of service, $52.50 for the fifth and subsequent years

Teachers of Eighth Grade $60.00 per month.
Colored Schools

Principal $65.00 per month.

Teachers, Grades 1-6 $35.00 per month.

Teachers of the SQVenth Grade, $40.00 per month.

The Principal taught the Bighth Grade.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERSHIP INCREASER TO SEVENTEEN

The Wards of the city were increased from four to eleven by the
legislature of 1907. The School Board members were increased from
Nine to Seventeen, elected by Wards, and all elected for a term of
two years. City elections became more exciting; Every two years
a complete change of city officials and school Board members was

| _possible.
School Commissioners of 1907

‘Ward 6ne, W. H. Belk, W. A, Neal, and M. M. Wallace.
Ward Two, T, T. Smith, J. G. Baird.

Ward Three, E. B, Littlefield and J. Hirshinger.
Ward Four, D. B, Smith and R. K. Blair.

ard Five, J. L. Smith.

ard Six, Dr. J. T. Hyatt

ard S ven, M. F. Trotter
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Ward Eight, J. L. Sgxton , and B. L. Davis
Ward Nine, Ge. L. Dooley.

Jard Ten, D. L. Keesler.

 Ward Eleven, L. C. Herndon.

Chairman, ex officio, Mayor S. S. McNinch.

Vice Chairman, D. B. Smith.

ELSVENTH GRADE ADDED
The Eleventh Grade was added in the fall of 1908. The members \/

of the class who were graduated in the Tenth Grade in May 1908 had
been invited to come back to form the FEleventh Grade in the fall.
Seven responded,they were Leland Craig, George Brice, ﬁosamond ’
Lucas, Kate Stratton, Annie Mae Bilbie, Pearl Wilkinson, and Leola
Hannon. These seven received at the end of the school year a second-
diploma, and were sccorded the honor of being the first to graduate
in the Bleventh Grade. The next year the Senior Class numbered
about forty. Mr John Giles was empioyed to assist the Principal
as teachers of the Tenth and Eieventh Grades. At the Soutlj School
Mr. A. G. Randolph, the Principal, taught the Ninth Grade, Missv
Sara Kelley, Miss Charlee Hutchison, and Miss Fannie Moore taught the
Bighth Grades. p

"SNIPS AND CUTS"

This year,1908-'09, the first High School Annual, Snips and Cuts,
was published. It has been published contlnuously as the High School
Annual of Central High School until this time, 1949,

The Editors of this first edtion of "SNIPSAND CUTS" weres
Editors in Chlef, Migs Lillian Shaw and James McCallum
Associate Editorsy Miss Anna Wehner and Derr Mayberry,

Comic Editors, Miss Annie Mae Dilbie ajd Leland Cralg.

ALthletic Editor, Ward Evans.
Business Managers, Chalmers Jamison and Carey Bowd, .
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FIRST ATHLETIC ASSCCIATION

As this is,to a great degree,a story of ORIGINS and BEGINNTNGS
of school activities, I think it is appropriate to quote from this
first High School Annuak, the report of one of the studénts, Cy. Long,
on the development of Foot Ball in Charlotte, and the organization

of the first Athletic Association.:

I quote, "One evening on a lawn in Dilworth a party of boys between
the ages of fen and fourteen, were engaged in a géme of the sort men=-
‘tioned; the game was at its fiercest, each tugging, pushing, and
shoving toward his goai; a few passers by stopped for & moment to

watch the contest; among them was the Rev. Francis Osborne, a new

fgsident of Dilworth. (And Rector of the Episcopal Church). After
éatching the game for a short time he became interesﬁgd, and when
after a few minutes the players stoppped for a rest, he asked if they
would not like to organize a team, offering his services as a coach.
Although none of the boys knew enough to appreciate the value of.a
Coach who had been the Captain of the University Eleven, they had
goodt enough judgement to know that the help of any one in teaching
phem the game was not to be thrown away, accordingly they agreed and
ppactice appointments were made.
¢‘"Rev. Osborne coached and trained the boys into a thoroughly
organized team, besides organizing them into the Dilworth Athletic
Club". (From the Class History of H. C. Long, Jr. Class of '10.)
Qnumber of these boys in 1908 went on to the Charlotte High School

Grades 10 ‘and 11 at the North School, and organized the boys there
and gave them valuablevaid in coaching.

This was the beginning of an organized High School Athletic Assp¥
ciation, although the boys of the Tenth Gra“e 1ln prior years had
played some foot ball.
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The Athletic Association this year included a Foot Ball Team,
a Base ball Team, a Girls'Basket Ball Team and a Boys' /BrzKek/BALL
Basket Ball Team,

The foot ball team this year included Right End,Cyrus Long;
Right Tackle, Carey Dowd; = Right Guard,Roy McKnight; Center, Callie
Little; Left Guard, Otto Austing Left Tackle, Fred Bitgood; Left End,
Leland Craig; Quarter Back, Locke Whitej Right Half, Russell Henderson,
Left Half, James McCallumj; Full Back, Chalmers Jambson .

In later years about 1913-'1l4%, Mr., Marvin L. Ritch as Coach

gave foot ball € a great boost. ;
This first edition of Snips and Cuts gives the names of all the teams

and the pictures.

INTER HIGH SCHOOL DEBATES
The Annual Report of Superintendent Graham for 191Q7'11 includes
the following items: "The boys of the Junior and Senior Classes

of the City Graded Schoolqbre taking a great interest in a debating

contest to be held at the school March 17. The contest is to decide
- vho shall pgpresent the school in the Triangular Debate with Raleigh
and Greensboro on the 1l4th of April. The subject to be debated is:-

"Resolved,That the Federal Governmeht should levy a graduated income

tax, barring all constitutional objection."

"Charlotte boys are to debate the affirmative here against Raleigh,
and the WNegative at Greensboro against thebreensboro High School.
Greensboro sends two boys to Raleigh to debate the Negative side of
the question with théRaleigh High School. All the debates are to

be held the same night.
" The High School pupilﬂét the North School organized a debating

soclety six years ago, (1904-1905), and the€ debating feature has been

opular with the boys and girls."




FIRST GLEE CLUB
During 1910 the first Glee Club was organized under the direction
of Mr., Robert Keeéler, who had been Supervisor of Music in all the
schools since 1900. The first performance was given at the debate
between the High Schools of Raleigh and Charlotte, in Hanne Hall of
the Y. M. C, A. building. |
" It was truly said that though Charlotte lost the debate the

Glee Club scored a decided succass."

. During 1909-1910 Mr. E.L. Flanagan succeeded Mr. John Giles as
a ﬁeacher in the Juniof and Sénior classes. Mr Flanagan served one
vear and resigned to enter the ministry. |

The enrollment in the Tenth and Bleventh Grades had increased so
nuch that for the year 1911-12 an extra teacher was needed. Mrp.
W. B, Davis was elected to take Mr. Flanagan's place and Mr Pierce

Wyche was elected as an extra teacher,

. FOURTH WARD SCHOOL

In the Spring of 1908 the Board of School Commissioners purchased
from Mr. D. H. Andersonthe house and lot ih the grove on the corher
of West Ninth and North Graham Streets The building was a two story
wooden residence, formerlylthe home of a Mr. Barringer. The lot was
3944 feet on Ninth Street, and 99.1 on North Graham St. ‘ Some ysars,
later an adjoining lot 150 feet on N. Graham andZ?% 393fe;t‘pn¥Ninth
Street was purchased from Mr N. J. Sherrill.

The house was remodelled to provide six class rooms. In the fall
of 1908 Miss Sallie Bethune was made principal of a school in this
building. The other teachers were First Grade Miss Mary Wiley with
Miss Bethune, Sgcond Grade, Miss Flora Rutledge and Miss Mary Maxwell,

Third Grade, Miss Zoe Hackett and Miss Mary Irwin.




SCHOCL BOARD 1911-1912

In the May Election of 1911 the following persons were elected
to membership on the School Board:
Ward One, W.H. Belk, W. L. Nicholson, and B. F. @f£€4#¢11 D. R. Yarboro
"  Two, T. T. Smith, and T. C. Toomey

"  Three, J. Hirshinger , and E. F. Creswell

"  Four, S. F. Tomlinson, and J. D. McCall
" Five, J. J. Williams
v 8ix, W, J. Cook
*  Seven, F. R. Cates
"  Bight, Rev. F. M. Osborne, and C. F. Alexander
#  Nine, J; L. Phillips
" W{ Ten, R. 0. Robinson,
¥  Eleven, W. J. Gray.
Chairman,ex officio,“Mayor C. A. Bland
Vice Chairman, J. D. McCall
Secretary and Treasurer, A. H. Wearn.
Mr. F. R. Cates,first elected in 1909, was Chairman of the Finance
Committee.

Major S. F. Tomlinson, elected first in 1909, had served as a
member of the School Board of the City of Durham before coming to
Charlotte.
| Major Tomlinson strongly recommended that a course in Domestic
Science and Art for girls and a department in Manual Training for
boys be organized for our schodls. He brought up the subject at
every meeting of the Board and was so persistent that eventually
he succeeded in convincing the Board that he was right.

Mr. F. R. Cates who had been taught book-keeping and office
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practice in the Night Schools of the Y. M. C. A, and was at this time
a very successful Book-keeper and Accountant for oné of the lead=-
ing business firms of the clty was equally as emphatic in advocating
2 business departmentg book-keeping,short hand, and office pract-.
ice for boys and girls who were not going to college.
Captain T..T; Smith with the same degree of persistency urged
the Board to do‘something to improve the teaching of penumanship.
There were not funds enough to undertake all of these activities
the same year. An agreement was reached that Domestic Science and
Art should be undertaken in 1912  The Business course in 1913, and
Manual Training in‘191h. The Palmer method of Penmanship had been

adopted sometime before thise

FIRST DOMESTIC SCIENCE AND ART
Major Tomlinson planned and supervised the construction of the
first Domestic Science labobatory on the thiré floor of the North
School,bhen the High Sechool. Through his efforts Miss Frances Ray

from the Mechanics Institute of Rochester was secured to have charge
of the department. She was well trained and had a very pleasing
personality. As a result of this the Domestic Science Department

was popular from the beginning

FPirst Business Department
On the recommendation of Mr. Cates, Mr. Orville Hughes was employ-
ed as the teacher of business subjects. Mr Hughes was very suvcess=—
ful, and bookkeeping, typing, and short hand classes were full the
first year, 1913~'14, |

First Industrial Arts .
u*’lqﬂf

Mr C. E. Lacey through Major Tomlinson's efforts was employedAto
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head the department of Manual Training. Mr. Lacey was trained at
the Mechanics Institwte of Rochester. He was a very attractive young
man who knew his job and the boysﬁiked him very much. The Manual
Training course was immediately pb?ular with the boys. A well equilp-
ped shop with lathes, band saws, and other equipment was opened in a
roompf the Presbyterian College building.

We were very fortunate to have high class teachers for all of these
new depaftments. They gave thelr respective departments a boost. froﬁ
the first. Their classes have always been full. |

From these beginnings have come the Home Economics and Art, thg
Industrial Arts, and the Business Departments, which now thrive in

the Junior and Senior High Schools of the city.

PENMANSHIP
Tyrough the efforts of Captain T. T. Smith the Palmer Method of

penmanship had been adopted in the schools. To give this greater empha-

sis Miss Josephine Hendersoqﬁas promoted to the position of Supervisor
of Penmanship, for the Elementary schools . She served until 1917 and
was succeeded by Miss Florinw Carothggs. Both of these Supervisors

did excellent worke

BOND ELECTION FOR $100,000.00

Since the extension of the City Limits in 1907 the enrollment in

the City Schools had increased very much, so there was a demand from
various sections of the city for a school building in their respectilve
communities. An election to authorize the issuding of bonds to the

amount od $100,000.00 was held in 1911. The vote was favorable.

FIVE NEW BUILDINGS
It was decided to build five elementary schools. There was consider-

ablehgitation in some sections as to the siteq to be selected,




s# 30
The greatest controversy arose as to the location of the school
for the Northen section. North Charlotte people wanted it located
in the North Charlotte residential section. The Belmont people were
egually as vociferous for it to be on the site. of the old Belmont
schoo#which had been a county school,

IMPORTANT DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT
The question arose as to the legal right of the School Board to
select the school building sites. The City Aldermen held that thk
City Charter required that the title to all city property be vested
in the City of Charlotte. Therefore, they claimed, the Board of
Aldermen had the right to select the sites and locate the schools.
The matter was taken to the Supreme Court of the State. The
Supremeyd Court madép very significant decision, which settled this
matter for all times.
The Supreme Court ruled, first, that the Board of School Commissibn-
ers had exclusive right to select sites and build school housesj; and
second, the Board of School Commissioners had Kfd exclusive control
over money voted for school purposes.

Villa Heights Compromise
The School Board then attempted to satisfy both North Charlotte
and the Belmont section by locating the school between the two sections
at Villa Heightse. One acre of land had been donated for this purpose
by the Wadsworth Real Estate Company. Thils did not satisfy either
section and considerable feeling was manifested for a long time.

A brick building, ordinary construction, with fourteen class rooms,

A building of the same size and type was bullt on the grounds of

he First Ward School, and is now known as the First Ward Primary
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WESLEY HEIGHTS SCHOOL

There was considerable discussioh as to the location of the Element-
ary school in the Western section of the city. The Wadsworth Brothers
Real Estate Comnany offered to donate a one acre lot at Wesley Heights
if the Board would locate the building at that place. The Wadsworth
Coupany were developlng the old Wadsworth farm into a residential commu-

nity, which théyﬁalled Wesley Heights.

The School Board accepted the offer and a six room building was
erected at a cost of about $10,000.00 -

FAIRVIEW SCHOOL - —

The old wooden bmildingﬁn the Fourth Ward, on the corner of Ncrth
Graham and West Ninth Streets, was moved to to a lot on Oliver Street/
and bhecame the first Fairview school for Negro children. |

FOURTH WARD SCHOOL

To replace the old wooden building on North Graham Streeﬂa fourteen

room, brick buildir~g was erected. It was the same type of building

as the Villa Heights and the First Ward Primary buildings.

Each of these buildingg,t~e Villa Heights, First Ward, nand
Fourth “ard, cost approximately $20,000.00. They were of ordinary
construction and,therefore; not fire resistive.

ELIZABETH SCHOCL

i The fifth building was located on Travis Avenue and adjoining Inde=-

pendence Park. This building had Z4iXEf eight class rooms and cost

approximately %$13,000,00, This school was called the Elizabeth School.
All of these bhulldings had toilet rooms in the basements and Nurses

roomspn the second floors, but no offices for the Princibals.

- Superintendent Graham believed all Principals should teach and the class

rooms would serve as thelr offices;

The Chairman of the Buil@ings and Grounds Committee was Mr. J. Lee

hillips who gave much time and very careful attention to the con-
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struction of these buildings. His loyalty and devotinnko the clty of
Cywarlotte énd to the schools in particilar is indicated by the rather
unique inscription he had engraved on the corner stone of the Villa)
 Heights building:- | |

WERECTED TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND
GREATER CHARLOTTE.'

Dr. Graham in his final report pays a tribwte to Mr., Phillips for
his splendid services as Chairman of the Building Comnmittee.

0n JUly 1st, 1912, H. P. Harding was elected Assistant Superintendent
of Schools, His first job was to provide the new huildings with
desks and other eQuipment. There was not sufficient money from the
bond lssue to buy new desks for all.of the new schools, sof a greater
part of the equipment had to be hauled frow the old South School to
the new buildings. He has very vivid recollections of riding with
Mr, John L. Wilkinson on a two horse transfer belonging to the ‘
Cochrane Company, as they hauled old desks to the various schools.

- Mr. Wilkinson later Dbecame the head of the Carolina Transfer'Compahy,

apd a promineht citizen in the civie and church affairs of the City.

PRINCIFALS OF THE NEW SCHOOLS
Miss Sallie Bethune who had been Princival of the Fourth Ward School
in the old building, was continued as Principal of the new Fourth Ward
School, She was recognized as one of ﬁhe most successful primary
seachers in the State. In 1882 she took part in the organization.
:;of the present system of Charlotte Public Schools. In 1912 she
utranked in poinjy of service every other teacher of officer in the
city school system., She was greatly beloved by all of the citizens of
4harlotte. |
In later years, on the petition of her patrons the Fourth Ward School

s named the Sallie Bethune School, and is so called today

In the summer of 1918 Miss Bethune was relieved of her duties




as Principal and was made Supervisor of Primary Grades in the'Bethune
school.  She held this position the remainder of her life. She
died June 10, 1928,

Miss Allie Nooe was made Principal of the new First Ward Primary

schoo#and served in this capacity until 1921, when she asked to be

relieved of the principalship, but continued as a primary teacher in
the school until she retired some years later. She had long been
recognized as an outstanding primary teacher and she was an excellent
Principal. ‘

Mr. G. P. Heilig who had been Principal in the old Bélmont building
was wade Principal of the Villa Heights School and served until 1921.

Miss Mary Wiley who had long been a most successful teacher in theh
Charlotte Schools was made Principal of the Elizabeth School. During
ﬁer administration additional rooms were added to the Elizabeth school.
She served two years and resigned to be married.

Miss Hattie Alexander was made Principal of the Wesley Helghts

4School. She had served four years as principal of the Highland Park
School in North Charlotte, prior to that she had taught a fourth grade
in the North School from 1900 to 1908,

When Myss Wiley resigned the principalship of the Elizabeth School

. Miss Alexander was transferred to the Elizabeth school. As Principal

: she directed the affairs of her school most successfully through the

| years 1914-1948. She saw her school grow from an elght teacher school
to a thirty Beacher school. Miss Alexander voluntarily retired at the
| end of the school year 1948, having served forty eight years in the
Charlotte City echibols. She was an able administratmg,a wise coun -
iéelof of teachers, and a leader in the educational affairs of her com-

munitye.
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trs, lary Gaston Davis was mede Principal of the Fairview school. {

£y

This wooden bullding transferred frbm the Fourth Wérd was full from |
the beginning. Three additional rooms were built in 1918. The {
school continued in this old wooden building on Ojiver Street until ﬁ
1925, At that time The School Board purchased from Solomon Price: |
a lot of four and nihe tenths (4.8) acres on Burton Street. On this
1ot was built a modern brick building, fire resistive, with twenty five
class rooms. . Mrs. Davis continued as Principal until her death

She wa%an outstanding leader of her people, and her influence was
felt in all of the Negro schools. The school Board haé recently
nam;d one of the new buildings The Mary Gaston Davis School, in
recognition of the contribution she made to the educational life of
our citye

COHSOLIDATION OF THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADES

In the Summer of 1912, with the approval of Superinbendent Graham
and the School Board, the Assistant Superinténdent planned for the
transfer of the Eighth and Ninth Grades from the South School to the
North School. The First Ward Primary building,just completed, made
deede room in the larger building for the .Eighth and Ninth Grades, also
for the Sixth and Seventh Grade children of the First Ward.

In the South School these grades had been organized with one teacher
for all subjects in each room. |
~ The transfer of the Bighth and Ninth Grades made it possible to
organize the four highest grades on.the departmental plan for the first
time.
The teachers who Weréﬁgii;stomed to the departmental plan
thought there would be confusion confounded when school opened in
September. Schedules were carefully made for ewery teacher, so that

every teacher would have a class, and every pupil would have a teacher.
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The program went off like clock work on the first day of school.

The teachers were surprised and the Assistant Superintendent was very

nappy. He had made the schedules, and that duty fell to him every
year thereafter, until the coming of BDr. Garinger in 1921. |

The High School Grades for the first time were together and organiz-
ed as a High School in the fall of 1§12.

- THE HIGH SCHOOL FACULTY
Mr F. P. Wyche'had been transferred to be Principal of the North

v

'~School, including the High School Grades.,
‘The faculty was as follows:
Mr, F. P. Wyche, Princival and Teacher of Mathematics,
Mr, W. B. Davis, Latin and German ,
Mr, C. F., Cowell, Physics, Chemistry, and Physical Geography,
Mr, C. R. Wharton, English and French,
Miss Fannie Moore, History
Miss Charlee Hutchison, Latin and Mathematies,
Miss Bertha Donnelly, Mathematics, Drawing, and Writing,
Miss Josephine Osborne, Englishand History,
Miss Sara Kelley, Algebra,
Miss Frances Ray, Domestic Science and Art,
Mr. Robert Keesler, Music,
Asst. Supt. H. P, Harding, Mathematics..
It is proper to state here that Miss Fannle Moore, Miss Charlee
Hutchison, Miss Bertha Donnelly, and Miss Sara Kelley remained on the
High School faculty for many years and rendered invaluable service
both as teachers‘and as promoters of a splendid High School spirit.
Each year thereafter an effort was made to add at least one MW/
new subject, or department, to the High School course of study.
Mr. Fred Cates was one chairman of the Finahce Committee who
believed in a progressive program for the city schools.
As an experienced business man he planned his budget carefully
and always lived within it. However, He carried out the progressive

Trecommendations of the school authorities so far as the school funds

ould permit.
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CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATION

At the annual meeting of the Board of School Commissioners in the

summer of 1913, H. P.‘Harding was elected Superintendent.
Dr. Alexander Graham after twenty fiwve years as Superintendent,
remained as Assistant Superintendent until the State took over the

city schools in 1933 When he was made Superintendent Emeritus.

The final report of Superintendent Graham for the year 1912-13,
gives the following statisticss:-

Number of Schoddg,White 8, Colored 2, Total Humber of Schools 10,

Number of Teachers, White 92, Colored 30, Total 122.

Number of Pupils Enrolled, White 4,022, Colored 1,993, Total 6,015.

.

This story began with a tribute to Superintendent Graham. Addi-

~tional remarks are not necessary here.

His friends were greatly pleased when his Alma Mater, the University
of North Carolina, conferred upon him the Honorary degree of Doctor

- of Laws.

, 1900,
HISTORY OF THE CHARLOTTE SCHOOLS PRIOR TO L9OD.

A history of the Charlotte Schools prior to 1900 is given in detail
in an address delivered by Superintendent Graham on March 13, l9OO
on the occasion of the laying of the corner stone of the North School
on the corner of North Brevard and East Ninth Streets. A copy of
that address will be filed with this report,
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THE CHARLOTTE CITY SCHOOLS
PART 1IT.

The development of the Charlotte City School system during the

administration of H, P, Harding as Superintendent, 1913----1949,




ADMINISTRATION OF H. P. HARDING AS SUPERINTENDENT
1913~ 1949
In administering the affairs of the City Schools Superintendent
Harding, for the first two years had the help and supvort of a school
Boardg composed of the following members, seventeen in all, elected
by wards for a term of two yvears: “ |
First Ward, W. H. Belk, W.L.Nichoison, and D. R. Yarboro.
SBeond Ward, T. T. Smith, H. G. Link.
Third Ward, J. W. Weddington, J. Landrum Brown.
Fourth Ward, S. F. Tomlinson, J. D. McCall.
Fifth Ward, B. L. Kissiah.
Sixth Ward, H. A. Stilwell,
Seventh Ward, F. R. Cates.
Eighth Ward, J. H. Wilson, T. L. Black.
linth Ward, J. Lee Phillips, W. L. Gryder.
Tenth Ward, J. A Bechtler.
Eleventh Ward, W. J. Gray.
Chairman, exofficio, Mayor C. A. Bland.
Vice Chairman, J. D. McCall.
Secretary and Ireasurer, Arthur H. Wearn,
Chairman of the Finance Committee, Fred R. Cates.
'OBJECTIVES 1913-1915
The new administration set for itself a four fold tasks
FPirst, To revise the book list and imp¢ove the course of étudy.
Second, To provide more class rooms to relieve the crowded conditions
then prevailing, and to provide more class rooms for the anticivated
increase in enrollment. |
Third, To improve the physical conditions iﬁ the old school bulldings.
Fourth, To increase the revenue for schools in order to increase

teachers' salaries, to secure more teachers, and to meet other current
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expense.

The rapidly increasing population of Charlotte presented over and
over To succeeding School Boards the challenge that confronted this
Board . To a great degres, therefore, the samevobjectives year

after year had to bdadopted.

The Course of Study

The o0ld Blue Back Spéller which had been compiled by Noah Webster ,>
nearly a hundred years prior to this time, for the one teacher schoolsg
of his day, did not classify and‘grade the list of words to meet the
needs of a graded school system. This book was drovped and the new
World Boock series of spellers was adopted; This series gave a more
modern arrangement of words for graded schools.

The old Smith's grammar was dropped and a language series of books
vias adopted. Teghhical grammar with parsing and diagramfing in the
Fifth Grade wés postponed in part for a more advanced grade.

A more modern series of geography was adopted in the place of the
Maury series.

method

The Palmer #£Y1££ of penmanship had been in wse some time. Capt.
T. T. Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Course of Study, sent each
week specimens of the children's writing to the home office of the
Palmer Company for criticism. This year a Supervisor of Penmanship
was requested by the Superihtendent and Miss Josephine Henderson
was elected for the ensuing year., Miss Henderson served most faith-
fully until 1917.- On her resignation'Miss Florine Carothers was
elected to succeed Miss Henderson. |

The High School Course of Study
In the High School the Ccmmercial Course was begun as had been

planned. THis department included Stenography, Typewriting, Book-

keepihg and business wethods,
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Mr., Orville Hﬁghes was the teacher and a shott time later he was assist—
ed by Mrs. Myrtle Asbury who continued with this department many years
until éhe reached the year of retiremmsnt.

The Remington Company furnished the department with twenty type-
writers free of charge, and the Burroughs Company loaned an adding
machife. It may be stated here that at the end of three years the
Remington Company took up the typewriters and replaced themwith new
machines, at no expense to the School Board. The D%partment was
equivped with banking fixtures, and with commercial desks made es-
peclally for this department.

Mr. C. F. Cowell whghad been teacher of Science was succeeded by
Mr. E. R. Campbell, a graduate of Davidson College, for the next year.
Mr Campbell remained in the school untii our country enterad World
War I. He was a commissioned officer of Artillery and served over
seas until shell shocked, when he was sent to Dbnver, Colorado.

. There he studied law and practiced with great success. He 1s now
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Denver Post.

Mr Campbell was recommended by the Superintendent for the principal”
‘ship vhen Mr. Wyche resigned, but Mr. W. B. Davis was qbetter poli-
tician and received niné votes to Mr. Campbell'’s eight, and was
therefore elected. |

Each of these men contributed to the development of the course of

study in his respective field during the years they were in the

faculty of the High School.
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: TEACHERS' MERTINGS

This year a teachers' training class composed of suvernumerary

:teachers of the city, twenty young ladies, was organized by the Super-
%intendent in the fall and met once a week during the year, for study
~and round table talks about school methods.
; On one Satudday in each monthhll’tgachers, principals, and supervi-
;sors met from 9 o'clock a. m., to 12 m. They met with the Suverintendent
in a general meetingthe first periodsq they assembled by schools with
their respective principals the second pericd; and they met by grades
or departments during the third veriod. Class room plans and methods
for the following month were discussed.

This meeting of all the teachers together made possible a unity of

spirit and purvose for the whole school system.

TO ACQUIRE MORE CLASS ROQMS
During the first four months of the school year 1913~'14 the enroll-
ment im the schools was increased by 640 pupils over the corresponding
}time of the preceding year. The Board of Aldermen was very cooperatbie
and built six new rooms at the Elizabeth school. |
The Littlejohn property adjoining the school yard of the South School
on the corher of South Boulevard and Oak Streets, was purchased.
The Board of Aldermen in cooperation with the School Board bargained
with the George Stevens Land Comnany to buy the old Presbyterian College
building and grounde on the corner of North College and E. Ninth Streéts.
The Board planned to move the High School to this bullding as soon as
‘a clear title to the propeety comld be obtained. A bond election for
@50,000;00 was contemplated.
i IMPROVEMENT of OLD BUILDINGS

‘ To renlace the old coal stoves in the Dilworth School a central Heat-
ing vlant wass installed. To do the same for the South School was
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planned but was postponed until funds were available.

The interior walls of the High School and of the Dilworth schooi wefe

painted and many regairs made. The Board of Aldermen appropriated funds

for the maintenance of the old buildings.

TAX RATE INCR%ASED |
By a vote of the citizens on March.io, 191%, the school tax rate was
increased @rom 20¢ to 30¢ on the $100.00 property valuation.
The election at this time for a bond issue amounting to $50,000.00
for a new building was lost.

The increase in the tax rate was expected to add about $21,000,00

to the revenue for the schools the following year, and as the property

valuation in the city increased through the years ¥AdId/¥£/ the school
ncome would be. more.
Purchase of the College Property Invalid
As the bond election failed to carry there was some doubt as to the
glegality of the transaction for the purchase of the Presbyterian College

B

. property. The Supreme Court finally ruled that the Board of Alderman

ould not give long time notes for the purchase price un_less a majority
voters

~of the registered voters had voted favorably.

Wnile the case was pending in the Supreme Court, the School Board

decided to use the College building for the Grammar Grades until the title

had been cleared.

COLLEGE STREET SCHOOL

Mr. Wade Williams was made Principal of this school. The teachers

Jere as follows:

rrade Five, Miss Annabel Lambeth, Miss Cornie Fore, and Mrs. W. F. Rucker.

Grade Six, Mrs. Lois Ardrey, Miss Ellen Jamison, Milss Bertha Wohlford,

and Miss Loma Squires.

ade Seven, Prin. Wade H. Willjams, Miss Evelyn Rucker, Miss Fannie
Porter, and Miss J lia Roberts.

. The first Manual Training shoglin charge of Mr. C

. - B. Lacey wasf equip-
d in this building

, but vas later moved to the basement of the High




School on the corner of N. Bravard and E. Winth Streets.
SCHOOL STATISTICS 1913-'1k,
For the sake of comparison with later years , the statistics for the
first year of this administration are given here, as of May 31,1914,

VALU&TION OF SCHOOL PROPERTY

Value of Buildings and Grounds » $232,940.25
- Value of Furniture and Apparatus 34%,167.00
: vTotal Valuation of School Proverty , bég;;i65:65-
| ENROLLMENT '
. Total Enrollment, White b, 345
" n Colored 2,090
" n White and Colored . 6,435

NUMBER OF TEACHERS

- Number of Teachers ,White O
i " u Colored | 32
" Total Number of Teachers and Principals iég~-
Total Operating Expense, 1913i1k $82,260,55
NUMBER OF SCHOOLS |
Number of Schools, White | 8
: " " " Colored 2
- Total Number of Schodls, White and Colored -"15'

SALARIES OF TEACHERS
Teachers of Grades 2 »3,%,and 5§ $40.00 per month for nine months, for the
(first year, $45.00 for the Second year, and $50.00 for the third and
fsubsequennt years.
ifeachers of the Sixth Grades #55.00 per month for nine months.

| eachers of the Seventh and First Grades $$60.00 per month for nine months.

eachers in the Eighth and Ninth Grades $65.00 " weoon "

eachers of Science, English, French, German, and Latin $111.11 per montH.
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Teacher of Domestic Science : $122,22 -

Teacher of Commercial Subjects ‘ _ 100,00

SALARI®WS IN TH™ COLORED SCHOOLS

Teachers in Grades 2, 3, 4, : $33.,00
g noow 1, 5, 6, | 32,50
g U 7 ‘ 45,00
" uwooon 8 | : 50.00

Princival of Myers Street School $100.00 per month for nine months.

SCHOCL BOARD ELECTION, MAY Z(Z 1915

In the city election of 1915 the following changes were made in

the membership of the Board of School Commissioners:
W. L. Nicholson

From Ward One, J. B. Ross succeeded Ko &, Ligk
" " Two, Plummer Stewart " H. G. Link
" "  Three, Thos. Stewart n J. W. Weddington
" " Four, T. W. Dixon " S. F. Tomlinson
"o "  Five, R. T. Martin n B. L. Kissiah
WM gix, M. J. Green " H. A. Stilvell
" " Seven, D. M. Abernethy " F. R. Cates
"M Tight, S. F. Tomlinson n T. L. Black
" " DNine, No change
nooon Ten, G, M. Beaty n J. B. Bechtler
" Eleven, J. H. Kimbrell We J. Gray

Chairman, ex officio, Mayor T. L. Kirkpatrick,
Vice Chairman, E: D. McCall
Treasurer, A. H. Wearn.
Major S. F. Tomlinson'had moved from the Fourth Ward to Dilworth and

was elected this time from the Righth Ward.
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CHARLOTTE SCHOOL BOARD, 1915
Top Row,left to right: Thos. Stewart, M. J. Green, Maj. S. F. Tomlinson,
J. H. Wilson, J. L. Brown, R. T. Martin, H. P. Harding, Superintendent,
D. M. Abernethy.
BOTTOM ROWs G. M. Beaty, Capt. T. T. Smith, J. D, McCall, Vice Chairman,
Col. T, L. Kirkpatrick, Mayoyp and Chairman ex officio, A. H. Wearn,

Secretary and Treasurer, Plummer Stewart, D. R. Yarboro.
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COMPULSOTY ATTENDANCE

The State legislature of 1913 passed a compulsory attendance law
;to become effective September 2nd. This law required school attend~

iance for children ages eight to twelve inclusive, for a perioed of four

5monuhs.

> The legislature of 1917 amended the law so as to requirgattendance
!

i

fof cfjildren ages eight to fourteen. ‘
j %Ppec1al act of the legislature in 1919 @nabled the Charlotte Board ‘
aof School Commissioners to enforce a compulsory attendance of children |
éges eight to fourteen, for the full school term of the Charlotte schools.}
; " Mr. M. F. Kirby was employed as full time Attendance Officer 1n 1914 ff
and he served most faithfully until his death in 1918, /
Mr J. H. Blanton served as Attendance Officer for many years most
efficiently. Mr . Cook served one year and was succeeded by
Mr@loyd Ranson in 1935, Mr. Ransin served until he reached the age
for retirement in 1954%, Mr. Ranson was a very faithful officer and a
Qery generous dispenser of charitable ald to many of the needy children
of the c¢ity schools. |
CHANGES IN PRINCIPALSHIPS
In 1912 when H. P. Harding was made Assistant Superintendent, Mr,
Y. P. Wyche who had served as Principal of the Dilworth School from
L907 until 1911 and then as Principal.of the South School during the
rear 1911-1912, was transferred to the principalship of the High
3chool in the First Ward building. |
i HMr.Pierce Wyche'who'hed been a teacher in the High school had succee 4 -«
%d his father as Principal of t+e Dilworth School, He was made
>ribncipal of the South School in 1912 and served until 1913.’

Miss Mary Belle Miller succeeded Mr. Pierce Wyche as Princiral of

épe Dilworth School and succeeded him again as Principal of the South

hool the next year.




Mr., Wade H, Williams was made Principal of the South School in
September 1917, when the College Street school waé closed. Misgs Mary
Belle Miller was made Assistant Ptincival,

The next year Miss Sallie Bethune was relieved of her duties as
Principal of the Bethune School and was made Supnervisor of Primary |
Grades in the DBethune School. = She filled this position until her
death 74 June 10; 1928. '

Miss Mary Belle Miller was transferred from the Assistant Principal-
ship of the South School to the Principalship of the Bethune School in
1918, which she held until her resignation in 1921.

Miss Ursula Blankenship succeeded Migs Miller as Princinal of the

Djilworth School in September 1913. Miss.Blankenship had been a teacher

one year in South Carolina and two years in one of the County schools,
ind a suburb of Charlottegand a teacher in the city schools since 190k,
Miss Blankenship was a graduate of Queens College and later attended
4the summer schools of this State and of Teachers' College of Columbia
University. |

? Miss Blankenship served in this position until her resignation on .
Vﬁreaching the age of retirement in 1950,

ﬁ Miss BlankenshigWas a student of education and modern methods of

experiment

peaching. She liked tgAFn new educational procedures. @ULLLALLLEA/

ﬂfShe was assistedA in this work by a group of able teachers. Among

hem were Miss Mary Graham, Miss Hattle Graham, Miss Kate Graham and
iss Anne Graham, daughters of Dr. Alexander Graham. Miss lMary Graham
as later transferred to the Myers Bark School, Miss Kate Graham and
1iss Anne Graham left to teach at Chapel Hill and Rocky Mount respect-
1ve ly.

Miss Blankenship served also as Principal and teacher of the
ummer School for many years.

In 1920 she and Miss Cornie Fore of Central High School had a year's




- leave of absence to serve with the Red Cross in war torn France.

EDUCATIONAL POLICY OF THE ADMINISTRATION
The educational policy of the Superihtendent at this time and in
future years is expressed in his Annual Revort of July, 1916,
i quotes " Our policzﬂas been to adapt the school System, so far as it
seemed practicable to the individual neéds4of our pupils and to give
to every child, so far as the téaching force was able, a chancefto
develop to the fullest extent his powers and capabilities. The modern
idea of the function of the echool is not simply to give to every ehild
the,knowleage of how to read and write, but in every case to develop the
all round character, to discover the child's strong points that he may
cultivate them; in short, to help the chdld to £ind himself..
" It is here that such subjects a manual training, drawing, cooking,
sewing, business courses, music, chemistry, debating, and other such
subjects, or activities, in which the child finds self expression
have great value,
" To my mind one of the saddest tragedies of this world is that of thh
man who awakes late in life'to the fact that he has missed his calling
and has wasted his talents. To enable the child to find hitself while
- he is in the formative stage is one of the purposes of the modern
~ school",
To apply this policy in the city schools the Superintendent had the
help of a number of agencies. Prominent among these were the Parente
Teachers Associations, the Junior Red @Cross , the State Department of
 Health, the National Association of Visiting Teachers,the State Depart-
ment of Vocational Education,and others. In some instances these
agencles provided the funds for the initial exvense in getting certain

activities started in our schools.
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OVER-CRCNDED CLﬂSS ROQLS

The closing of the College Street School %nd the transfer of these
children to other schools so over crowded the class rooms in all of the
schools that the city authorities realized that some relief must be 74
found very soon.

This was the problem that faced the new School Board in 1917. In#
the city election of May 1917 the following members of the School Board -
wiflife/d were electeds

SCHOOL BOARD OF ZLEZ 1917

Ward 1, W. H. Belk, J. B. Ross, Chas. W. Ramsey,
Ward 2, To T. Smith, Plummer Stewart;
Ward 3, Thos. Stewart, ¥. V. Porter,

Vard ¥, T. W. Dixon, Paul H. Brown,
tard 5, 8. C. McCall,
Ward 6, M. J. Green,
Ward 7, D. M. Abernethy,
Ward 8, Gedrge M, Rose, W. B. Reid,
Ward 9, W. L. Gryder,

Ward 10, G, M. Beaty,

Ward 11, R. L. Hilton. .
MelNinch,
Chairman, ex officio, Mayor Frank R. MEWIHE/,
Vice Chairman, Plummer Stewart,

Treasurer, A. H. Wearn.

Chairman of the Pinance Committee, N. V. Porter.

BOID ELECTION FOR $250,000.00
On April 26th, 1917 just prior to the city election a bond issue
of $250,000,00 had been carried. |
The sentiment in Charlotte at that time as in the years that

folloved was very nuch against bond issues
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CHARLOTTE OBSERVER SUPPORT

The success of'this election was the result,to a large degree, of
the support given by the Charlotte Observer. Mr, Walter B, Sullivan
who had recently come to Charlotte as publisher of the Observer made
this campaign a special project of the Observer.

A school edition of the Observer giving pictures of class rooms
over crowded and with pupils using boxes for desks, and at the South
School the need for re-modeiing, was lssued,

On election day ir. Sullivan with Mr. C.Aﬁuester, Manager of the
Chamber of Commerce, and other citizens at Mr. Sullivan's request went
to the different sections of the city and worked to get out the vote.

At that time the Coubts held that Schools were not a necd%ssity
and,therefore, a majority of the registered voters must cast their
ballots for the bonds. To registér and not vote was a vote against
the bonds,

The election for the bonds was carried by a good maljority.

F#om that time through the years of my administration the Charlotte
3;Observer was our able supporter in any movement for‘the improvement
~ of the schools. The consciousness of this sunvort was to us a source

;of strength in our planning'for the expansion of the school system.

The Charlotte lNews, while always especially kind@ to this Superin-

;:tendent and to the administration, was sometimes with us and sometimes
against us. It was very éonservative in matters calling for extra
taxes,

The $250,000.00 authorized by thk election of April 26, 1917 was
to be used to provide a High Schnool building, an Dlementary school
building in the Third Ward, to remodel the South School, and to add

class rooms to Myers Street and Fairview schools.

ZEB VANCE SCHOOL
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ZEB VANCE SCHOOL

Plans and specificagvgons for the Third Ward school were prepared
)y J. F. Leitner of Atlanta. The Contractors were Blythe and Isenhour.
his was the first fire resistive school bulldlng,of reinforced conctete,

rected in Charlotte.

There were in this first unit eight class rooms, an office, and a nurse's

oo, The auditorium and additional class rooms were added a few years

ater,

This building was completed in December 1918. Miss Florence Jamison
as elected Principal. ' ’

liiss Jamison was a graduate of our city schools, and of Queens College.

he had bheen a very efficient teacher in the city schools and was pro-
oted to this principalship. In 1929 she was made Principal of the
Myers Park Dlementary school and has served as Principal of the school
ince that tinme. She has a Master of Arts degree from Teachers®

>ollege, Columbia University. She has been a very wise counselor and

Leader in the educational life of Charlotte.

ALEXANDER GRAHAM HIGH SCHOOL
The United States became involved in World War I. in 1917 before the
;Ontracts for building the High School had been let.
On account of the exigencies of the times Mayor‘F. R. McNinch urged
he Board of School Commissioners to nostoone the building of the High

chool until after the end of the war.

The plans and specifications of J. F. Leitner og Atlanta had been

The building was finally constructed the followding year . The J. A.
ones Construction Company were awarded the contract. Mr Jones' son
ymond Jones superihtended the construgtion, and for the first time

his career, he told me, mixed and poured the concrete uesd in the

B




n the construction. Afterwards he supervised construction work for
he J. A. Jones Co. exténsively in Horth and South America.

In this building there were class rooms, Home Economics and Sclence
1aboratories, Industrial shops, an auditorium and offices. This was
the first unit bullt. Other units including more class rooms,a music

room and a cafeteria were added later.

THE SOUTH SCHOOL ALTERED
The ceilings in some sections of the South School building were very
low. To correct this two sections which were three stories high, were
changed to two stories. All rooms in the buildingﬁggegﬁ outside corri-
dors as they were in the old military barracks. The parents complain-

ed to the Board abhut the exposure of the children to the weather in

Winter. At thelr request these corridors were enclosed by erecting
brick walls on the outside of the corridors. Brick fire towers as re-
quired by the North Carolina law were built. A central heating plant

was installed and the old stoves discarded.

BIDDLEVILLE SCHOOL
A four room primary bullding for Negro children was built in Biddle-
ivillé. Mrs. ©. R. Anderson was the teaching Principal. She was assist-
ied by Misg Hattie Anderson. A modern brick building took the place of /

this building in later years.

FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL
The ¢irst summer school for children who had failed, was opened

durlnv the summer of 1915, in the bulldinv on the Corner of Ninth and

?BreVard Streets. Mr, Wade H. Williams was the Principal. The school
operated for two months.

The report for the first session in 1915 was as followss
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| Number of puvils enrolled in the Summer School | 298

i " " promoted " M M " 198
mount saved by the School Board in promotion of pupils who would
therwise have repeated a year é%;ﬁﬁﬁyﬁp $3,663.50

The 198 pupils promoted had saved a year.

When Mr. Willlams resigned 1n 1921 ‘Mr. Aubrey Elliot was principal
one year. He was succeeded by Miss Ursula Blankenship who served until
(19%8. When the State repealed our charter in 1933 and there was no
‘local fund to finance the Summer School, Miss Blankenship and the teach-
ers continued the school by charging a tuition. This had the approv-
al of the School Board. When a supplementary tax was voted in 1935

the School Board again assumed the responsibility of conducting the school .

SCHOOL GARDEN CLUBS

During the World War yearqbnd later when our country was involved,
‘Tthé Government strongly advocated garden clubs in the schools of the
5countryxgid the food situation here and abroad. Miss Ethel Gowans

- from the National Education Association‘spent a month in Charlotte to
fﬁboost the garden activity. Later Mr. Frank Harpsr, former Superin-
irtendent of Schools in Raleigh, and at this time employed by a National
;iagency spent some time in Charlotte to aid in the organigzation of the

5'school clubs. The Womans' Club actively endorsed the the work, and

?~The Charlotte Observer issued a special garden edition of the Observer.

| There were very creditable results realizied as the pictures in the |
%ﬁSupeintendent‘s Annual Report of 1916-1917 indicate.

This was probably the first influence of World War 1. on our city

H schools. The coming of Camp Green here in 1917 made a decided impact
on the health program. The contributions of the Junior Red Cross,
and the campaigns for the sale of Liberty Bonds are reported under the

roper headings later in this report.




HEALTH

As earlyjas 1919 vaccination to prevent Small Pox had been required
of all opunils. There was then some opposition on the vart of parents
and a great deal of fear and-trembling on the part of the pupils.

Dr. Hawley, the City Superintendent of Health, visited the schools
to do the vaccinating, He did a very thorough job of it. His rep-
utation for hurting somezzgown throughout the system. When his vehicle
entered the school yard there was often consternation in the school.
This was especially true in the Negro schoolg, where the children
would jump out the windows and run home when they saw thé Dockor coming,.
On onme occasion when I was Superintendent, I visited the two teacher
school in the Elizabeth i village. In a few minuteé parents from

the Village homes came running to inquire if I was the doctor, They

~in no uncertain terms objected to the vaccination of their children.
They,insisted their religion was opposed to it; that if God intended

for their children to have Small Pox that it was a sin to tryb to pre-
vent it. %&ried to persuade them that God helps those who help themselves.
Ihe change in attitude towards innoculations of all kinds as we have
them today is one of the interesting facts in the life of our schools.

hiidren accept it as part of the regular routine today.

Medical Inspection, 1910-1911

During the year of 1910—1911 Superintendent Graham and Mrs. C. B.
ryant representing one of the community clubs, had persuaded some of
he doctors of the city to make a medical inspection of all school
hildren free of charge.

The Doctors participating were @f. J. P. Munroe, Dr. A. M. Whisnant,
r. Wakefield, Dr. I. W. Falson, Dr. Peeler, Dr. Turvey, Dr. Lafferty,
4nd gr. Cliffdrd. Dr. Ferrell and Dpr. Pridgen examnined the children

Belmont, Dilworth, and Highland Park schools for hook worm.
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There was considerable agitation each year for a compulsory medical

inspection, but nothing was done about it un til 1917. The legis-

;lature of thaﬁyear passed a compulsory medical inspection law.

THE INFLUENCE OF CAMP GREELN

When the Apmy Camp was located here in 1917, the United States Health
édpvice and the City Health Department gave the schools almost the full
ime of two physicdons and two nurses.

A very thorough medical inspection of the children was made, and the
nurses followed up urgent cases by visiting the homes.
Dr. Treadway, U. S. Inspector of School Buildings,speﬁt'some time here
and made an intensive survey of school buildings and grounds in order
:that such readjustument of furniture and equipment and other arrange-
ments should be made as would be conduciive to good health conditions.
;All of this was done with little expense to the School Board.
HMajor Brown from thé Army and Nurses from th camp aided in the school
inspections.
Tor the year 1918-1919 the schools had the services of Dr. C. C.

Hudson)City Health Officer,and Dr. Annie Alexander, school physician,

J
and two nurses, gnd for the following year two white nurses and one
colored.

Tor the Schonl year 1921-1922 the School Board employed Grace Gibson

and Edna M. Hill, white Nurses, and Blanche Hayes, Colored Nurse.

DULLAE /TS LEX A/ dAL /TG PAALL LG/

During 1922-1923 the Nurses were Hughey Medlock and Marion Edwards,
white Wurses and Blanche Hayes, Colored Hurse.

fFor 1925-1926 Marion Rdvards was Supervising Nurse and Martha Thorpe

and Iva Rudisill White lurses, and Blanche Hayes {@LAréd/4drtéé and




BALTH COURSE OF STUDY

During 1925-'26 a Course of Study in Health for Grades One thraugh
Bight was prevared under the direction of Migs Marion Edwards, Super-‘
vising Nurse for the schools, and with the anproval of Dr. W. A. McPhaul
who was the City Superintendent of Health at that time,
{iss Bdwards had the help of a Committee comnosed of the following
nersonse The Supervisors,.Miss Carter and Miss Rawl, the teachers Hisseg

Maybelle

Hary Graham, laybBdlde Johnston,4 EBdith Shepherd, Miss Frazier, Annie
HeGee, Frances Boyd, Julia MeCrae, and Marguermte Sherrill, and Mr.
Je A, Knox. '

Some of the activities listed this year included Nurses! insnec=-

tion of children; Observation of Anti-Cold Week; The Better Food

Campaign and the Safety Campaign.

Literature, charts and samples of materials on Cleanliness and Gare
of the teeth were distributed Ly the Nurses for each child.

A Home Nursing Class was conducted in the Vocational School.
Cooperating with the Negro National Health Weeck, speiial stress was
laid upon every phase of health as it was related to the Negro's

welfare

s
-
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PARENT~-TEACHERS!' ASSOCIAéIONS ORGANIZED
During thed school year 1916-1917 one of the most significant

ctivities and possibly the farthést-feaching in its influence was
the movement for the organization of a Parent-Teacher Association at
each of the city schools, |
f Prior to 1916 there had been almost no parent participation in plan-

ing the school life of the child. I was a Principal in Charlotte for
%eight years, ‘The only parents who ever visited the school o® came for
a conference with me, were those who had gr;?énces, usually they were
anzry because the child had been punished or had not been promoted.

| Early in the 20th century emphasis in this State began to be plaéed
Emore on the proposition that education has to do with the growth and

development of the whole child, mind, soul, and body. This required

This called for a partnership of parent and teacher. The Parent-

Teacher Associationf in this city is an outgrowth of this philosophy

of education. The programs of our cify schools since that time have
been profoundly affected by this philosophy and this partnership.
Too much cannot be said in praise of the efforts of Mrs, Edith Will

Yates(lirs. David Yates), Mrs. R. G. Spratt, Mrs. Joseph Garibaldi,

jrs 4. B. Justice, Mrs.J. H. Shuford and others who took the initia-
ive in Charlotte in promoting this project on the part of parents.

| Prior to this the Education Committee of the Woman's Club had taken
ome Interest in the schools, especially during the time when Mrs .
lizabeth Hoyle Ruckef was Chairman of that Committee. Before she
’écame Chairman this Committee had been more or less critical of the
hools. However thanks to the good offices of Mrs. C. C. Hook who
s a prominent member of the Clﬁb they had been very kind to my

ministration.
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ORGANIZATION OF P. T. A. COUNCIL

The Presidents and officials of the several P. T. Associations

of the city schools planned a meeting for April ist, 1917 to form a
city Parent-Teacher Coﬁncil; The meeting was to be held in the
assembly room of the Chamber of Comme?ce on the corner of S. Tryon and
Second Streets, the second floor. Dr. P. P, Claxton, U. S. Commission-
er of Education,who had a speaking engagement at Winthrop College,
_agreed to stop over in Charlotte for this initial meeting of the P.T. A,
ouhcil. ‘

On the morning of Apfil lst, I was asked to go with Mrs Elizabeth
oyle Rucker, Chairman of the Recepthon Committee, to meet Dr.Claxton

t the Rail Road station. When the train arrived and Dr. Claxton step-
ed down from the Pullman car, immediately behind himfame the former
resident of the U. 8., the Honoradle William Howard Taft and Mrs. Tafte
hey were stopping for the day with Dr, Claxton. Mrs. Rucker,the Chair-
anj,and I were greatly surprised and somewhat awe stricken at the sight
f our distinguished guests, but she hastily telephoned Mr. David Ovens ,
he Chairmen of the Chamber of Commerce, who caught a taxi cab and

oined us.

President and Mrs,Taft took the rear seat of my new Studebaker car,
rs. Rucker and Mr. Ovens took the "pull out" seats, and Dr. Claxton
Qined me on the front seat, and away we went to the Selwyn Hotel.

At eleven o'clock Dr. Claxton and ex-President Taft addressed the
irst P. T. A. Council, assembled that morning to perfect an organ-

guests
ﬁﬁor luncheon and took

lir. John Morehead entertained our distinguishe
hem to the train in the afternoon. As we wailted at the station for the
ival of the train, Dr. Alexander Graham and President Taft vied with

h other in telling funny anecdotes. Mrs Taft in the mean time was
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ever before since he had been President, I imagine, had Mr. Taft been
o informally welcomed and entertained, and he seemed to enjoy it alle

At this auspicious beginning, the P, T. A. Council received quitea

11l. She had been President of the Fourth Ward school P. T.‘A., and
' the

' THE STATE P. T. A. CONGRESS ORGANIZHD'IN CHARLOTITE
In April of 1919, Mrs Yates sent out a call to key people in other
ouns and cities in North Carolina to meet in Charlotte the follow=
ng fall to create a State Federation,ordCongress,of P. T. Associationse.

en and women from eleven communities of the State met in Charlotte with

rs. Yates and Mrs. Frederick Schof? of Philadelphia who was the Pres-

dent of the National P. T. A. Congress. The opening session was

el&@ovember hth, 1919. Mrs. R. G. Spratt at that time Chairma@of

he Charlotte P. T. 4. Council, presided. About 350 persons attended.
THE FIRSTVP. T, A, OFFICERS FOR THE STATE

The first State officers elected were Mrs. Joseph Garibaldi, Pres-

dent, Mrs. J. Shuford,Corresponding Secretary,both from Charlotte,

rs, B, G. Finley of North Wilkeshoro, Recording Secretary, and Mrs.

rancis B. Kemp of Rgidsville,Treasurer.

Mrs, Garibaldl served most efficiently as State President. She

s nog Honorary State President. A1l through the years she has given

ise counsel in the administratibn of the State Congress. |

The membership in 1949,9f the State organization nunbered approx-

imately 189,192, It had its beginning in Charlotte on the initlative

Charlotte parentse | " PUBLIC LIBRARY .OF
: CHARLOTTE and MECKLENBURG COUNTY
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In evaluating the worth of the Parent-Teacher Associations in

Charlotte much can be written of the material aid that the Associa-

tions have given to the needy and under-privileged childrenpf our
schools, such as providing hot lunches, free text books, first aid
supnlies, dental services, preeschool cliniés and clothing.

Much praise is due the Assoéiations for securing library books,
rlayground eguipment y Victrolas, and records, radio sets andthe like

for the schools, all of this at times when school board funds were too

k low to provide such things. ’

In almost every campaign that has been undertaken in Charlotte for
the improvement of educational conditions, the leadership and the
greatestsupport have come from the Parent-Teacher Associations, whether
the campaign has been to vote bonds for better school buildings, or to
dncrease the tax rate for more operating revenue, od whether it has been
x or better organization; batter health conditions, the schools have
lways had the strongest cooperatii gnd support of the Parent-Teacher
ssociationse. | |

But to my mind, the greatest contribution of the P. T. A. has not
een in material things and cénnOt be measured in terms of material
alues. The greatest value éf the Associations should be expressed

in terms of cooperatiom, supvort, understanding and sympathy.

This is not limited to the intermittent campaigns, but is evidenced
n the continuous day by day habit of keeping in touch with the school,
novwing the objectives of the‘schooi programs, and watching with sym-
athy and encouragement the daily progress of the child, and then in
ving to the public a wise interpretation of the school8s purposes

d methods. And thus gain for the school the loyalty of all citizens

nd have them working for the good of the child.

ez%‘

N
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This is what the Parent-Teacher Associations have been trying to do
in Charlotte for a long time and they have succeeded to a remarke
able degree.

This writer has been most appreciative and gfateful for the support

and help they Md¥d gave him at all times during his administration as
Superintendent. |

At the beginning of each year this Superintendent was greétly
encouraged when the President of the P. T. A. Council came to inquire

what the P. T, A, could do for him during the ensuing:échool yvears
MEMBEIRSHIP OF THE SCHOCL BOARD
REDUCED FROM SEVENTENIN TO SEVEN
MEMBERS, ELECTED AT LARGE, -

The legislature of 1919 amended the city charter so as reduce the
membershi® of the Board of School Commissioners from seventeen members
. to seven, to be elected at large.

The new members elected under this provision in May 1919 were:
Plummer Stewart, D. H. Johnston, J. B. Ivey, J. Lestér Wolfe, N. V.
Porter, C. W. Tillett,Jr, and W. H. Belk.

Mr. Plummer Stewart was elected Vice Chairman,

¥r. N. V. Porter, Chairman of the Finance Committee.
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Alexander Graham High School, 1920-~1923

Alexander Graham Junior High School, 1923==--
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OPENING OF ALEXANDER GRAHAM HIGH SCHOOL

The new High School on Morehead Street was opened with appro-
 oriste exercises on April 5th, 1920, and The Chairman of the School
; Board, Mr. Plummer Stewapt, announced that the school would be named
i in honor of Dr. Alexander Graham, The Alexander Graham High School.
The High School grades were transfered there from the First Ward
| School. Mr. Fred McCall who had succeeded Mr. W. B. Davig as Prin-
i cipal of the High School in 1919, néw became Principal of the High

" School in the ne building.

| Mre Aubrei?ﬁlliot wag made Principal of the First Ward Grammar

. School which included the Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Grades of the

. territory North of Trade Street. These grades constituped a Junior
High Schod and were so called. |

| Mr. Elliott was a graduate of the Charlotte schools and had heen

‘one of the debaters in the State High School Triangular Debate.

- Superintendent Graham in his Annual Report of 1913 writess

e

I quote, " I have on my desk at this time a statement showing

; the record of the Charlotte High School Freshmen (at U. N. C.) in

; their examination this year which contains the informatinn that Aubrey
%tElliott of Charlotte took first rank in Latin, English and Mathematics,
2 second in Greek; Clyde Fore first in Mathematics, third in English,

Drawing, and Chemlstry; Barney Pitts first in Bnglish and Latin,

second in Mathematics, and fourth in History; Herschel Johnson

first in Latin, second in English, third in Mathematlcs, and fourth in
History."

Mr. Elliot was graduated at the University of North Carolina, took
his Masters Dygree at Teachers' College Columbia University. He

served over seas in World Wap I. and after the war taught in our High

School department.




Miss Allie Nooe was still Princival of the First Ward Primary School.

During the spring of 1921 twelve class rooms were added to the Alex-
ander Graham High School and the following yeaﬁ%he cafeteria was bullt
in the basement of this twelve room‘wing. . The Wést wing with extra

class rooms a music room, and a gymnasium were built abbut 1928,

Addition of Twelfth Grade
In the spring of 1921 the Superintendent announced to the‘Ninth and
'Tenth Grades that the Course of Study for the eighth , Ninth, and Tenth
Grades would be changed so as to permlt more elective courses in the
lower grades , and the Twelfth Grade would be added by 192%. Thils
was not to add more courses at the top but to expand and enrich the
lower grades beginning with the Eighth Grade. The Eleventh Grade
that would graduate in 1923 under the prevailing regime, would go on
to the Twelfth Grade and graduate in 1924,

THE JUNIOR~SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL PLAN
Yhen the Twelfth Grade waé finﬁélly added in 1923-192k our city
system WAUYA/LKE of schools was organized on a SIX-THREEZTHREE plan,
six years of Elementary schools, threé yvears of Junior High schools,
and three years of Senior High Schools.

COURSE OF STUDY POLICY

The policy of the administration as to the course of study att
thils time and in later years is stated in the Superintendent's report
of 1920-21. I quotes ! The Course of Study of a system of schools
iShould be the product of a process of selection and elimination, that
continues throughout the life of the schools. It should grow out of
he needs of the community. We try to make such a dévelopment here.,
e are constantly adding and taking from it, with the idea always of

olding fast to that which is good. "
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The addition of the Twelfth Crade with the expansion of the Course
of Study in Grades Seven, Dight, and Nine, was an applhcation of this
policye.

MR. A. M, ELLIOTT, PRINCIPAL OF AI:EI{. GRAHAM JR. HIGH,.

On the coupletion of Central High School in the spring of 1923
the Junior High School,Grades 7, 8, and 9, with pupils living in the
Southern section of the city, were transfered from the First Ward School
to the new Central High building for the remainder of the semester.

Hr. A, M, Blliott who had been Principal at the First Ward School was
tfansfered to the Principalship of the new school,

In September the Sgnior High School was transfered to the Centzal
High bﬁilding, and the Junior High was sent to the Alexander Graham Jr.
school building,. Dr. Gar%&nger.became Principal of Central High school
and Mr., Elliott Princival of the Alexander Graham Jr. High school.

This was the first strictly Junior High school in the city and proba-.
hly the first in the State. The Séventh , Bighth, and Ninth Grades
had been organized@ as Junior High Schoola§f$§§s?i§§§ ygr *gcggﬁg'build~
ing were the other Grammar Grades of the First Ward section.

Grahanm

The AlexanderAgunior High School under the supervigion of Mr. Elliott

has always been well organized and well administered. The West wing

with additional class rooms, a Music Room, and a Gymnasium wérg was
built during the school year 1928-'29, ’

The Piedmont Junior High school with strictly Junior High School grades
from the Northen section of the city was built about 1926. Mr. Uhlman
Alexander was the first Principal. He was followed by Mr. John M.

- Dunlap as has been stated before. Mr. Dunlap served until July lst,194l
when he becane E%siness Manager of the city school system. Piedmon#
Mr, James D. Gault succeeded Mr. Dunlap as Principal of thghgunipr

High School. - !
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LADIES ON THE SCHOOL BOARD

In the city election of 1921 the following members were elected to
the Board of School Commissionerss

Mrs. Gordon Finger, Mrs. J. Renwyck Wilkes, Mrs. J. R. Purser,

Mr. Brent Drane, Mr. J. L. Wolfe, Mr. D. H. Johnston and Mr. C. W.
Tillett,Jr. |

Mr. Brent Drane was made Vice Chairman.

For the first time ladies were elected to the membership of the
Board. Our schools made great progress under the administration of this
Board,

THE JUNIOR RED CROSS

President Woodrow Wilson announced in 1917 the expansion of the Red
Cross to include a junior membership to be known as the American
Junior Red Cross. His proclamation was addressed to the School
children of the United States.

. McAden
- The Charlotte schools responded 100 per cent. Mr. J. H. MEAAGHA
of the First National Bank was the first Treasurer, Mr.Esley O.
Anderson, of the Independence Trust Company, succeeded lr. McAden,
and later Mr. E. E, Jones followed Mr. Anderson. A1l of these men

of
gave a great deal of time and skill to the handlingﬁﬁhe finances of

the organization.

Large boxes of clothing and othef articles of interest to the child-
ren abroad, were shippned from time to time to the war torn countries.

Afetr the war the organization in Charlotte was continued and the
funds raised contributed in many ways to the improvement of our schools.

In the development of the school system of the city, we found that
with outside financial help we could begin a much needed project.

commubiiyy community

If the project was a success and had thefupport of the cémﬁlﬂi%gﬁfor

the first or second year the School Commissioners would take over ‘the

project and finance 1t in the years that followed.
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DENTAL CLINIC FOR THE SCHOOLS

The funds Droviaeu by the Junior Red Cross enabled us to begin
the dental clinic in September 1922, The Junior Red Cross provided
1$2,250,00 to equip the dental office and pay part of the dentisf‘s
saglary. Dr. G. M, Cooper, Digector of the Stdte Health Depattment,
and his Assistant Dr. Johnston approved the clinic and paid the re-
mainde® of the salary during the fhrst year. |

- The office was in the First Ward Grammanéchool building.' All

instruments and office furniture were furnished from Junior Red Cross
funds.

Dr. T. P. Williamson was elected school dentist and with Mrs. Wile

1iamson as an assistant the school clinic was begun without any ex-

pense to the School Board. The Board eventually took over the pro-
ject and financed it. This clinic served well and efficiently for
eleven years, until 1933 when the State took over our schools and

discontinued this with the other agencies that we had striven hard to

I3
©
b

get for dur children through the years.

OPEN ATR SCHOOL

During the year 1921-22 there was considerable agitation for a
special school for aenemic children who might become vietims of tuber-
culpsis. »

The small dwelling house on the property purchased for the Central
High School was remodeled to provide a great deal of window space for

i an open air school. |
Miss Harriet Matthews of Brooklyn, N. Y, was employed as the teacher.

; She had been trained at Sarenac Lake New York for this kind of work.

ﬁ%ﬁtchen and dining room were equipped so as to furnish hot and
- nourishing meals for aenemic children. Twgrooms were furnished with

~cots for periods of rest and suitable robes for the ppen air rooms
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we}e nroviced,

Very soon the City Attorney ruled that the School Board could not
legally‘pay for the food and the vreparation of it, and for certaln other
neccessary expense,

The Junior League first and later the Chatipy League came to the rescﬁe,
and provided funds for this extra expense which amounted to $200.00 or
%300,00 permonth for nine months. Children from distant sections of
the city were furnished car tickets by the Junior Red Cross.

After tvwo years lMiss Harriet lMatthews resigned and liss Janie latthews
succeeded her. Other teachers who came after Miss lMatthews were Miss
Virginia Barret, lrs. Pehelope Dick, Mrs Julia Harris O'Brisn and lMiss
Nettie Wearn Jr.

’When the State renealed tdur charter in 1933 our Board had no funds

Y,

from a tax supplement,and the teacher allotment was greatly reduced.so
. < 9 O 7

not even a teacher could be spared,and the school closed.

About 1928 the building was moved to Cecil Street ,on a site opposite -
the Armory Auditorium. It was used in later years as a Nature Museum
which was orgzanized and conducted by Miss Laura Owens.,

, SCHOOL BOND BLECTION OI' 1920
An election held July 6th, 1920, had authorized the city to issue bonds

to the amount of $750,000,00 for school building purposes. Mrs. A. B.
Justice, Pregident of the P. T. A., was the campalgn manager. The
election was carried after a strenuous campailgn.

The funds were to be used to build a Central High School, a Vocation-
al Schadl, and a High School for Hegroes,.

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL SITE
The selection of the site for Central High School was a m@tter of

consideratle controversy. '%%o sites were provosed, one on Elizabeth
Avenue on the vroperty of lir. W. R. Wearn with additional land extend-
1ng}1nto Indenendence Park, This was on high ground and gave the school

the use of the Park as was the case at Elizabeth School,
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Mr, Tillett, Mr. Wolfe, and Mr. Johnston favored this location,

The other site was a low swampy acreage over grown with bushes and
zunsightly brush,bordering Sugaw Creek. This place at that time was
n eyesore in the center of the city.

At the meeting of the School Board when a motion to buy the second
ite was made, Mr. Wolfe and Mr. dghnston were not present. Mr. Tillett
asked that the matter be postponed until there should be a full meet-
‘ing of the Doard, with all members present. He was over ruled and the
motion&o purchase the site on Sugaw Cteek was carrieé, Mr. Drane,

Mrsf Finger, Mrs., Wilkes, and Mrs. Purser voting in favor of the motion.
Mr. Tillett asked to be recorded as voting against the motion.

On this land o@ﬁive and three tenths 47 acres was built Central
High school. The Architects were Lockwood, Green and Company, rep-
résented in Charlotte by Mr. Norman Pease. |

It was reported that the Contractors spent $11,000.00 in driving
piling for a foundation for the building.

TECH, HIGH SCHOOL SITH

Fop the Vocational High School, later called Tech. High School,
five ahd one third acres off'Pegram Street in the Belmont-Villa Heights
section was purchased from the Chadwick-Hoskins Company, owners of the
Louiée Mill, . [ IR

| SECOND WARD HIGH SCHOOL SITE

For the Negro High School site land was purchased,after condemnation
?roceedings,from the Harty heirs. This site was on Stonewall St. between
; Alexander Street and Myers Street. On this land was bullt what has
since been known as the S:cond Ward High School. Additional lots on
” Ilyers Street were purchased later when the Gymnasium was built.
0., the land purchaséd fof Central High School was a small dwelling

house with four rooms and a basement dining room and kitchen. This




is the house that was remodelled and made into an Open Alr school
building. A few years later when the athletic field for Central
High School was extended this open air school house was moved to a site

on Cecil Street just across the street from the Armory Auditoriume.

TECH, HIGH SCHOOL
About 1920 there was considerable agitation for a Vocational School.

The late Justice Heriot Clarkson,then an attorney at law of much

prominence in Charlotte, had convinceé the members of the Junior

Order of American Mechanics that industrial education was the great

need of the time, especially for children of working men.
Committees from the local lodges appeared at a number of school

Board meetings. Prominent among these members were Messrs. Calvin

Grier, N. C. Burns, J. H. McCall, and Ham. Stillwel.

A tentative promise was made that the Board would build a Voca-
tional school house if the pending election to authorize the issue-
ing of bonds to the amount of $750,000 was carried.

After®¥ the election five and one third acres of land were purchas-
ed from the owners of the Louise Mill, The Chadwick Hoskins Company,
the building was completed in time for the opening of school in

September 1922,

The first Principal was Mr. Harry K. Moore of Middleton, Ohio. He
had come to Charlotte one year prior to this time to be Industrial
Arts teacher in the High School.

The teachers were, Miss Daphhe Ransom, Bnglish, Miss Stella Kittles;
Mathematics, Miss Lula Faye Clegg History, Miss Willie John HMedlock,
Home Bconomics, Miss Mattie E. Riggzins Home Economics, Mr. Quincey

Crater,Mdirgn Mechanics, Miss Ethel Jphnson, Commercial Subjects,
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The Vocational School 1922--1927

Charlotte Tech. High School, 1927----



ilss Martha Alers, English. Other teachers who had a part in the
first years of the school under the administration bf Mr. Moore were
Mr. R. T, Watkins Wood Working lMechanics, Mr. Bigurd L. Gunderson,
Metal Working, Miss Helen Dod@s, Home Economics, Miss Ruth Kohn,
Home Sconodfics, liss Mary Sossmmnn, Home IZconomics, Miss Annie
lae Daves, Adult Classes in Home Economics in night classes.

When the building was onened in September 1922 the High School
classes did not use all of the class rooms. To relieve the over
crowded classes at Villa Heights school primary grédes occupled the

.

spare rooms;

The High School included,this first year,the Seventh Eighth and
”“Iinth.Gradeso The first graduating class was 1in June 1926,

In a few yvears the Junior and Senior High.School classes occupied
the whole building, and a wood working shop was built in the rear
of the main building during the first year.

The growth of the school and the type of instruction is indicated
in the Annual report of the Principal, ¥r. MHoore, in 1925.

Enrolled in Wood Working classes 106, Mechanical Drawing76,

Machine Shop and Auto-Mechanics 26, Cooking 55, Dress Making and
Millinery 92, Commercial Subjects 50, Mathematics 198, English 200,
History and Civics, 207. Part Time Class 20. The Part Time Class
was for working boys and was in charge of }Miss Mae iyers.

The night school for adults conducted by the teachers of the Vocation-
al school <for men,and by Miss Annie Mae Eaves for women, included
courses in sheet metal mechanics, Drafting, Mathematics, Auto-
iechanics for men, and Foods and Cooking, Millinery, Dress Making,

Home Nursing and Interior Egcorating for women.

Night Schools for Negroes were condugted at the Sgeond Ward and

Alexander Sbreetd schools. Courses were offered in brick-laying,

Carpentry, Dress lMaking, and Millinery, also Reading, Writing and
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Spelling, The Night Classes for Negroes were conducted under the
joint auspices of the School Board and the Y, M. C. A. staff.

The High School located at this point, in tﬁe Belmont, Villa Heilghts
and North Charlotte sectiohs, brought into the High School for four
more years of education a large number of boys and girls who never
would have attended Central or Piedmont High Schools. Prior to
1922 very few students from these sections of the city attended the
down town schools for High School instruction.

Mr. Harry K. Moore, the Principal resigned in JUne 1926. He had
done an excellent job in organizing this school and in aeveloping

a fine school spirit from the Beginning.

. MR, . T, SELEY BECOMES PRINCIPAL '

In the fall of 1926 lr. F. T. Selby succeeded Mr. Moore as princi-
pal of the Vocational School. Mr Selby was a graduate of Miami
University of Oxford, Ohio. He had served as Instructor and Counsel-
or at N, C. State College and as Teacher of Industrial Arts in the
Durham Schools .

Mr. Selby directed the expansion of Tech. High School as the school
was named after 192#. He was heéd of the Adult Education work in our
city, under the administration of our School Board and the State
Vocational Board during the years of World War II. which will be

reported later in this review.
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UNGRADED CLASSES

Following our policy that a public school system should provide
the kind of instruction and environment that would give every child
his best chance to learn and grow, we gave special attention to the

slow child and to the disciplinary problem child.

Almost every teacher had in her class one or more of these problen

children. They took a grest deal of the time and nervous energy of
the teacher that should have been given to the other thirty or more

pupils in her class. These excentional children,we believed were

not getting the kind of school life they should have and the other

children in the class were not getting the full opportunity that the
tercher should give thenm,
MRS, W. E. TAYLOR

We had in our Zeb Vance School a teacher who had been remarkably

successful in teaching these nroblem children of her class and of
other classes in her school.

About 1920 we proposed to the School Board that she be sent to the
Sumaer School of the University of Pennsylvania where she could get
special training in this kind of wotk. The Board apnroved and paid
her ezpenses for several summers svent at this Unoversity.

The teacher was lrs. W. BE. Taylor. Bhe organized several ungraded
classes in the systen durihg the next-few years and instrucesdd the

teachers of such classes. The enrollment in each class was limited

to eighteen punils.
THREE TYPES O CLASSES
There were three tyves of these ungraded classes:
(1) The Restorative classes composed of children who had lost time

or for some reason were behind in there classes and needed individ-

ual attention.
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(2) The class of slow learnershho needed a great deal of individ~
ual help.

(3) The class of disciplinary punils.

Removing these punils from the regular classes was a great relief
to the teacher, therefore she could do much better class work.

The greatest advantage , however, was for these ungraded vupils
who received now in these classes the kind of instruction that
enabled them to participate in the class program, and, therefore learn
and grove.

iirs. Taylor was very successful in her supervision and eventually
about eighteen of these classes were organized in our Elementary
schools
s OO 4e/

It was necessary to change the names from time to time., Tirst
they were Ungraded Classes, then Opportunity Classes, then Classes
for Exceptional Children.

Dventually the sent@ment over tine country grew that these segre-
gated children were missing a part of thelr educational life by not
living with normad groups of all degrees of intelligence.

When the State took over our city schools the classes were dig-

continued.

NEGRO SCHOOLS

At the beginning of this administration the Myers Street 3chool
had twenty three teachersvin clading the téaching Principal Mr. S. B,
Pride. This was a wooden bulilding which originally had eight class
roomsg had now?y‘expansion tWenty.three rooms. Lt has been described
in the revort of Suverintendent Grahanm's administration,

Mr, Pride died during the school year 1917-1918, and Mrs Pride
succeeded/Hirmad/ him as Principal.

During this year a Bomestic Science Department and dining room
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were provided in this school. IMrs. Florence Pethel was thz teacher in
charge.

The Fairview school was at ©this time in a five room wooden build-
ing on Oliver Street. Three additional rooms were added during the
school year l917~l918, and a weil equinped cooking room was included. 4
Mrs., Della lcLauszhlin was the teacher of cooking and sewing,

During the spring of 1917 an eight room wooden building was erected
on Alexander Street in the First Ward. The building cost approx-
imately $8,190.00. Mre.8. B. Pride was transferred from the ifyers St.
school to he princinal of this school. Mr. J. N. Brbwn succeeded Mrs.
Pride as Princinal of the liyers St. School.

Durifyg this year a four room builiing was constructed in Biddleville
and ¥rs. &. R. Anderson was made Principal and teacher of the first

grace. This school with four teachers was onen for the session of
1917-1918.,

All of this building program had been very carefully supervised
by ¥r. John B. Ross, Chairman of the Building Committee of the School
Toard.

Tt was a source of great satisfaction to this Superintendent that
in a short time these old wooden bulldings wereA discarded and modern
bfick buildings toock their places.

During the year 1919-1920 Prof. W. H. Stinson succeeded J. N. Brown
as Princinal of the lyers St. school.

During 1921-22 the Tenth Gradeﬁas added to the Negro School. e
In 1923 the new High School building was completed. This building
included class rooms laboratories, a library, Domestic Science and
Domestic Art departments a well equipped Manual Training shop and
an auvditorium. The building at that time was modern in every respect.

Projp V. H. Stinson who had at one time been a mewber B8 the faculty
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of Johnsonﬁ§mith University but now was Princinal of the Fyers Street /
S-hocl was made Princivel of the new High School, known as the Second ]
Ward Hiagh School. The cowrse of study now included the Rleventh Gra@é
and the Twelith Grade was added later. It was on the State Accredited
list of Hish Schools. |

liiss Mary Wyche succeeded Mr., Stinson as Principal of the Myers
Street school.

In 1928-29 a tenfroom brick building was built in Biddleville.
Miss S. Ogechee Perrin was made Principal when Mrs.Andgrson'was trans-
ferred to the Horgan School on South Torrence Street. Some time L4
later an addition to this building included additional class rooms, |
a Domestic Science Department and cafeteria, and an auditorium.

After the bond election of 1924 a lot was purchased from lir. John

180 ‘
Hyers in Cherrytown. The lot was 180 by 200 feet and cost £2,000,00

.
AA éizﬁz room brick building was constructed at a cost of $36,309.00
There were ten class rooms a Principal's office and a ilurses' room.

It was named the Morgan School and Mrs E. R. Anderson was Principal

This building was enlarged in later yEars.

The new Fairview School building was erected on a lot of

L.91 acres on burton Street. The lot was purchased from Solomon
Price at a cost of $1,000.00.  The building was of brick and modern
in every way. It included twenty five rooms, Principals Office,
Domestic Science Dgpartment, and lurse's rooms. The building cost
approximately $125,000.00 and was the finest Elementary school huild-
ing in the city system. Additional rooms and an auditorium were added

later.  Mrsy Mary Gaston Davis who had been Principal oﬂkhe old wooden

building remained as Principal of this schopl‘
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FIVE PRINCIPALS RRSIGN

In the spring of 1921 tae School Board announced a raise in salary
of about ten per cent. for tﬂe Principals and teachers, to go into
effect}for the year of 1921-1922,

The Principals sent a letter to the Board askinw for an incruave
of twenty . five per cent. This the Board felt unable to allow.
As a result of this decision of the I »d five Princivals resigned.
Thgy vere Mr. Fred McCall, Principal of the High School, Mr, Wade
4. Williams, Principal of the South School, Mr. G. P, Heilig, Princinal

of the Villa Heights School, Miss Mary Belle Miller, Principal of the
Fourth Ward school, and Miss Allie fooe who asked to be transferred to
a teaching position. |
Five New Principals

To £fill the vacancies caused by these resignations it was neccessa-
ry to secYre five new principals during the summer of 1921,

To fill the vacancy in the principalship of the High School lir,
C. W. Tillet, Jr., Chairman of the Teacher's Committee asked the Board
to send the Superintendent to Peabody College in Nashville, Tenn. to

I

interview Dr. B, H. Garinger who had been recommended and was teach-
nggghe Summer School aiéo to interview apnlicants in Atlanta and 1
‘Chattanooga. This the Sunerlntenocnt dié and on his return he adv1sed
the election of Dr, ¥, H, Garinger to the principalship of the High
School.,

Dr, Garinger vwas a grad@ate of the Univefsity of Missouri and had \
done graduate work at Teachers! College, Columbia Universitly, New York ,;
from which he holds a degree of Doctor of Philorophy. He had been
successful as a teacher and principal in the schools of Missouri.

Dr, Garinger became Principal of the Alexander Graham High échool

September lst, 1921. He was transferred to the Central High School




Dr, Baringer hegan a reorg

ranization of the ‘High School prosgram

and provided for g larger bparticivation of the students in the school

life. The exﬁansion of the High School and its develovment has bhc

is job,. He has been so successful and so efficient that he was madde

Associate Superintendent in charwe of High Schools in 1945 and he be-

came Superintendent of the City Schools on Julylst, 1949,

Mr. W. R. Garrison of Mecklenburg County, a graduate of Maryville

College, Tenn.gwas elected Principal of the South School, now named

D. H, Hill School. He served in this capacity until 19 33 when he

- wWas transferred to the princivalshin of the Villa Heights school.,
He served here until his death (gt, 18, 1950

Mr., Garrison was a good administrator and was & Vvery popular man,
With parents znd buvils, and with his teachers,

Mr, P, 8, Carmichael wag elected Principal of the Villa Heights

school and served until his death May 22, 1933.

Mr, Carmighael was from Georgia, He had a Masters degree from
Jnlverslt

;fTeachers College, Columbia CBAIELE, New York. He was very success

ful ag Prinecival of tae Villa Heights school.

Miss Addie o

ison was elected Principal of the First Ward Primary

s Hinson had Dbeen very efficient as a teacher in the Villa
‘?1elvats school,

 school Mis

She served as Principal of the i Primary school until

“there vas a vacancy in the nr1n01nalship of the First Jara Grammar school

yﬂ%é in 1927 when she was made Prlncipal of both the Prlmary and t

he Gram-
mar schools. She

is still,in 1989, serving in that capacity. She

na s had one of the most dlfflcult principalships in the clty system

annd has filled her place with wondmrful skill and ability,

Milss Marjorie Washburn was electeg Princival of the Bethune school,

[iss Washburn had been a very Successful Grammar Grade teacher in our
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city schools. She served as Princival of Bethune schoolkvery succes s~
fully until January lst 1923, vhen she asked to be tramsferred to a
teaching wnosition. She was a very popular Principal and has been a
very vopular teacher in the Elizabeth school sinece that Lime.

Miss Gay Willis was elected to succeed Miss Washburn as Principal
of Bethine school, January lst 1923, Miss Willis had taught the
Sgeond Grade in Blizabeth School during 1916-'18 and the first grade
in the Dilworth School during the.years 1918~1'23, She served as Prin-
cipal of Bethuné school until September 1948 when she was transferred
to the princinalship of the Llizabeth school to sueceed Miss Héttie Alex=-
ander who retired. In both positions Miss Willis has been very
efficient and very vopular. She has hbeen very progressive in her

work in both schools,

MIS3 CORNELIA CARTER,SUPERVISOR

During the vear 1921 there was a strong feeling awmong teachers
and school authorities that @ specially trained Supervisor to guide
and help teachers, was needed.
¥iss Cornelia Carter was elected Supervisor of the Elementary
grades, in the White andvﬁegfo schools. She began her services

-

in September 1921,

Miss Carter was a graduate of the Virginia Normal College in
Radford,VYa., and later received her Masters degree from Teachers'
College, Columbia University, New York.

Misg Carter had served first as teacher and then as Princinal in
the city schools of Morganton. .

lilss Carter was especlally fitted by training and by temperament |

for the work of a Supervisor of teachers.




Miss ther vas relieved of the sunervwmn of the Grammar Grades in

1923 when Mr. B. A. St«/evms was elected Director of Research and Super-
ViSOI’ of the Grammar Grades., Miss Carter servedhs Supervisor of Primary
Grades until her retirement in 1951y, with the exception of e years
w‘nen she served as Principal of the South Schpol, the D, H, Hill School,
during 1933-13% (1427

Miss Carter svent her summers ei tner 1n teaching in the Sunmmer schools

of The State Teachers' Colleges are in attendung the Summer School of
Feachers! College, Columbia University, New York. She thus kept in
toué;h with new trends in education and in teachihg methods.

She was greatly interested in the progressive devglopment of the Primary
devartment of the Charlottee city schools. Much of the fine spirit
‘hat prevails in the’ class rooms here today may be attributed to her fine
nfluence and example.

It was largely through her initiative and effort that the Charlotte
ranch of the Amerigan Childhood Education Association was opganized.

She gradually changed class room procedures and methods of teaching.
nild guidance, pupil participation, in the class room program, self
Xpression, learning by dolng were some of the things that she empha-
1lzed.

In 1928 and following few years she had the help of Mrs. Helen Adele
1iting in the Negro schools. Mrsy Whiting had theteacher training
>urse at Tuskegee Institute and gave very able supervision of the

Lementary schools.
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BUREAU OF RESZARCH ORGANIZED
A Bureau of Research was'organized at the beginning of the school
ear 1923~12k4, The use of educational ¥ests had been employed to a large

egree by Miss Carter in the Elementary schools and by Dr. Garinger in the

Loz,

igh School anqﬂ§ome of the other Principals.

There was a neced for an expert in the fleld of testing and of inter-
reting the results of the Testing programs.

¥r. B. A. Stevens who held a Masters degree from Teachers' College,
olumbia University, was engaged for this work. Heﬁilled this posi-
tion one year, and was succeeded by Miss Estelle Rawl. '
Miss Rawl wes elected Director of Research and Supervisor of Grammar
Grades,1924~'25, She was a graduate of Smith College and had served as
Supervisor of the Roanoke Rapids schools before cominz to Charlotte. |

She visited classes and gave assilstance to teachers w_here needed.

Outside of school hours she held frequent conferences with individuals
and small groups of teachers.

THe Bureaw of Research was organized to obtain through educational

 tests, information to aid in the promotion and classification of child-

“ren, to determine more accurately the progress and achievement being
”jnade from year to year, and fo aid in more efficiently carrying out
;plans alredy in uses

| The following tests were used: The Thorndike- McCall Reading scales
Fthe Buckingham-Ayers Scale ,‘twenty five word list in Spelling; Woody
Arithmetic Scales, Serles B; Buckingham Scale of Reasoning Problens
in Arithmetics Hudelson's English Composition Scale; and the Thorn=-
‘dike Handwriting Scale.

The same progran was used‘in the White and'Négro schools, and the
Qresults were recorded in such a way that it would be possible for the
7teacher to note improvement in each‘child from year to tear in the

Elementary School.
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in cducational achievement chart by Dr, M. R. Trabue of the Univer-
sity of N. C. was made for evefy‘child, and would go with him each year
to his new class,

Graphic Charts with sixteen tables are given in the Annual Reports
of 1925 on file in the Sunerinten‘ent's office, Additional tests were
included during the next few years.

”xperimentalvwork in reading was done by Miss Alicwe Moore in Bethune
school under the supervision of Miss Carter and the Principal.

Hiss U, Blankenship in Dilworth school was trying.new methods of
Teaching and made a valuable contribution to the experiﬁental work
that was in process in all of the schools,

This eervice was discontinued in 1933 when the State took over the
City schools.

Hiss Rawl, now Mrs. Porter, was transferred to a teaching position in
the Myers Park Zleunentary school, Later she resigned and becaune a

member of the staff of Gueens College, in the Elementary teacher train-

ing department.

VISITING TEAGHERS

During the year of 1923~‘2¥ we were Ilncluded in an experiment being
tried in a few cities by the Hational Association of Visiting Teachers.

Dr Howard Nudd of New {fork was the Director. He agreed to provide

our schools with a trained Visiting Teacher if we would pay one fourth

of the cost, The experiment was to be for three years.

The Junior Red Cross agreed to vay the one fourth of the cost for us
for the first vyear. |

Miss Roberta Tarpley was sent to Charlotte and spent three years here.
The Visiting Teacher made a special study of the problem child selected
by the Class room teacher, She made close contact with the home and

worked for a closer relationship between the parent and the teacher.
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She was so successiul the firs

3

vear that the Schionl Roard employed
second teacher for the following year. Miss Mary E. Walker was secured

. 5 .
nd served until the Stalztook us over in 1933,

SCHOOL EBOND ELECTION
Irfthe fall ofgf of 1923, on Dgcember 11, the School Board and the
ity Council submitte® a provosal for a bond issue of $2,000,000.00
for school bullding purvnoses. This election failed to carry.

The next year, on May 6th 1924, the authobities again called an elec-
tion to authopize a bond issue of $1,000,000.00. This election was £4
carried.

DR, STRAYER AND DR. ENGELHARDT EIMPLOYED
Dye Straver and Tpe OTngelhardt of Columbia University, New York,
were engaged to make a survey and recommend sites for the new school
buildings,. As a result of this survey the following buildings were
. erected during the year 1925'~’26, Dr. Stroyer and Dr. Engelhardt
‘were consulting Architects in the planning of these buildings e
- The Wilmore school on the corner of W. Boulevard and South Mint Streets,
~on a lot 00! x 394! x %gg x 400!, boupht from the F. C. Abbkot Co.

The buildingz had thirteen class rooms, a library, ﬂ?rincipaf@
office and a Nursg;s roon, The cost was was approximatelyfﬁlO0,0MM:OO

S '
and the lot cost %ig:g%g?g%, ir Louls Asbury was the Architect.

The Seversville school was built from the same plans and cost
£100,040.00,  Strayer and Enselhardt had recomnended that this build-
ing Dbe located on the Tuckaseegee Road just beyond the creek. The
School Zoard decided to place the building in Sgversville on the
old home site of Mr. L. A. S@ﬁers, on ?he corner o@@tate and Sevona
Streets. The lot was 310.93' x 29k, 5'x 396.1%', and cost approximately
$7,584,00 |
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The decision of the School Board was the wise one as the section

on the Tuckaseegee Road has since been developed into a business
and Industrial community» | |

The Piedmont Junior High School on E. Tenth Street,on a lot of
seven acres, which cost about $3%,886.00,  The building then had twenty
three rooms, a library, an auditorium, laboratorles, shops, and offices.

The building cost was approximately H2W,421.00.

The Parks Hutchison Elementary school on a lot of four acres pur-
chased from the Gstate of Mr., Parks Hutchison, represented by Mre
Charles Dalton.

The Auditorium and additional rooms at Elizabeth School.. The
Auditorium and additional rooms at Dilworth School.

The Fairview School on a lot of 4.91 acres purchased from Solomon
Price at a cost of $1,000.00. The building had twenty five class
rooms a Domestic Science Laobratory, Nurse's room, an offices. The
building cost approximately $125,000,00 and at the time was the most
modern Elementary school in the city.

Morgan School in Cherrylown on a iot 180' x 200! purchésed from
Mr. John Myers at a cost of $2,000.00. The building cost about
$36,309.00. There were ten class rooms, Princinal's office and
Nurse's room.
TOURTH VARD SCHOOL COHTROVERSY

There was a great demand for a Junior and Senior High School to bhe
located in the Fourth Ward.., In thedr survey the Strayer and Engel-
hardt staff recommended the the school be located on a lot on the corner
of Hutchison Ave. and Iiddell St.

The ﬁérd plant had not been built at that time and the Hutchison-Dalton
Company were developing a residential section just beyond the property
recommended. The other real estate companies that were developing

residential sections in other parts of the éity, protested the loca-
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ion that would be favorable to the Dalton development, Some of the

ourth Vard ciltizens Jjoined in the vrotest z2nd insisted 1t be located
n the grounds adjoining the Fourth Ward (Bethune) school lot.

The school authorities rightfully insisted this lot was entirely
oo small, There was considerable feeling manifested, as a result

he Board decided to vostpone the location of this school until a more

atisfactory site could bef found.

PRINCIPALS FOR THE NEW SCHOOLS
¥Mr., U. S, Alexander who had been Principal of the First Ward Grammar
School was transfierred to the Princivalshin of the new Pledmont Junior
igh School. Mr, Alexander had been a very popular teacher of Hodern
anguages before he became Princinal of the FAUrYU/WArd First Ward
rammar School.
Mr, John M. Dunlap was made Principal of the First Ward Grammar School.
Mr. Dunlap had been teaching Mathematics in the High School. He was
very proficient teacher and was now bromoted to a principalship.
Mrs. Tssie Blankenship became Principal of the Wilmbre school.  She
ad been Principal of the Vesley Heights School. She had been a very
pﬁbgressive Fifst Grade teacher in the Dilworth school before becoming
Principal at Wesley Heights. After serving one year as Principal of
he Wilmoggzgﬁ% transferred to a teaching position,
+iiss Ellen Brice succeeded Mrs. Blamkenship as Principal of the Wilmore
chool. Miss Brice was a graduate of Queens College,‘and had been a
ery successful Grammer grade teacher in the Dilworth school.
Miss Brice has been Princinal continuously from the second year éf
fle opening of the school until the present tiuwe. She hagjsupervised

ne growth of her school and the enlargement of her building. An

uditorium, cafeteria, and additional class rooms were built 1n 1935.
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(W)
Miss Lucille Boylan succeeded Mrs. Blan!

tenship as Principal of the
Vesley Heigihts school. She had been an outstanding teacher in the

Elizabeth school,

lirs, liettie B,%earn was made Princinal of the new Seversville school.

-

€2

he had been a very successful teacher in our city schools and had

taught in other schools in the State before coming to Charlotte.
he was a very efficient and popular Principal. She exerted a fine
nfluence in thisg community, She served as Princival of thdis school

until her death in 194k,

rs, . R, Anderson hecame Princinal o the Morgan schoal . She had

been t?e teaching Principal of the Bmddleville school, as has been stated,
Misé%Ogeeche Perrin, now lirs, Sasso, b@came principal of the Biddle-
ville schoolw She has continued in this position until this time and

has suvervised the enlargement of her bullding through the years.

The Auditorium, Cafeteria and additional class rooms came later.

NORTH CHARLOTTE PRIMARY SCHOOL
During the year 1921 MNr. C. W. Johnston offered to donate two acres
of 1and.as a site for a four room school building in Horih Charlotte,
ith the provision that the title to thk property would revert to Mr.
ohnston if the school should be closed at any time for a period of
hree years, unless a waver to this provision was granted by lMt. Johnston.
. The School Board accepted the offer and built a four room Primary
chool on this land, at a cost of approximately $11,000,00,
Hre C. C, Hook was the Architect., Mr. G, U. Tillet, Jr. , Mr,
« B. ITvey, and Mr. J. L. Wolfe were a?pointed a speclal Committee to
;;upervise this project.
| In 1920-'21 Miss Arnette Henderson and Miss Louise Grady had taught
primary school in the basement of the Methodist church, and liss

attie Melinch and Miss Thelma Suttle had taught in the same vlace in

921-122, Miss McNinch the next year accepted welfare work in anbther
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commnity and did not accept the Principalship of the new North Charlotte
Primary school, Miss Maud Utley was elected Principal and First “rode
veacher, Miss Louise Grady , Pirst Grade teachef, Miss Lillian Smith,
Second Grade teacher and liss Pearl Holloway, Third Grade teacher.
| In 1923-'2k Iliss Pearl Holloway became Princinal and served until
the school was closed in 1928,

fev. Jg Hy Armbrust, Pastor of the Methodist Church in Nor:h Char-
lotte,had been very active an 4 influential in getting the donation
0of the land and in interesting the neople and the School EBoard in this
oroject, ' .

The school was closed inﬂ928 after the Plaza Road School becanme a
¢city school, on motion of Hr. W. R. foreman, Chairman of the Finance
Committee of the School Foard. Although the school was closed over
three years, Mr. Johnston waved the reverter clause,or right,and the
soard retained the title to the school pPronerty. In 1932 tae school
1as8 reopened. liiss Hattie McNinch was made Princivnal and teacher of
:ne First Crade, Miss Minerva McClung,teacher of the Sscond Grade,
iiss Clara Andrews, teacher of the Third Grade. IHiss Virginia
loore succeeded liss Andrews the next J2ar. Miss McNinch and liss

Clung have remained with the school un til this time, 1949,

SCHOOL LIBRARIES

During the school year 1925-'26, in order to organize our school
ibraries in line with modern vpublic libraries and to teach our pupils
ow ESSa public library whereever they might be, all school libraries '
n the city were made brahch libraries of the Charlotte Library.

This wa= done through the cooperation and very valuable aszlstance
f Miss Anne Pierce, City Librarian,and the Library Board. The City
thool Superintendent had been made a member L the Library Board on

@ recommendation of Miss Palmer, city Librarian, about 1917. Later
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through an amenduent to the City Charter the City Superintehdent of
Schools was made a meaber of the Library anrd,ex‘efficio.
Miss Plerce gave the city schools the services of her staff in
cabalowuulnv and classifying the school library books. This service
was continued for sevepal yeard and the library books increased in numbe
ers. Our pupils in this way becane famlllar with the book classifica-
tion technique used in other public 1ibraries‘

scnools
In 1929 the city sédhblé/received from the General Library Fund, pro-
vided by the city and the county and the Rosenwald Fund a considerable
number of library boolks. The report for the year 1929 shows the total
number of books in the librarjes of the schools to be 23,651 volumes.

Of this number 15,618 were in the Elementary schools and 8,033 in the

High Schoonls.

THE FIRST TEACHER OF SALESHANSTIP

During the summer of 1922 the Charlotte lerchants Associaiton sent
<o

the Superintendent of schools to Boston to secure a teacher of Sales-
panship. Mrs. Prince had a very successful school for training
Teachers of salemanship. Her school was at 66 Beacon Street, Boaton,

- Hass, The Sunerinrendent visited the school and on his return to

- Charlotte recowmended iiss Fredrilta icGee for the position inpur schoolse

| She was employed jointly by the School Board, the Merchants Associa-

| tion and the State Board of Vocational Tducation.

Miss licGee taught classes at Centwal Hizh School, and taught the
sales employees in some of the gown town stores.

This was the beginning of'the Distributive Iducation program which
has continued until thig daﬂ; Mis%Dorothy Boone now h=sads the progranm
in Charlotte. Other teachers prominent in the development of this work

ere Mrs. Madolyn Flynn who was also Districh Supervisor, Mr. William

Slattery, and Miss Miriam Blalro



THE SCI00L DOARD MAMPERSHIP
The School Bgard in 1913 had seﬁenteen members elected by wards
reduced
every two years. This number wasﬁfy the Legisjature in 1919 to y
seven members elected at large. The whole Board had to be electad
every two vearse ‘

In 1923 the charter of the city was amended again so that the members
vere nor all elected‘every two years. In the years that followed two
members were elected at each city election to serve gix years, exeept at
the third election three mewbers would be elected. Hembers appointed
by the Board to fill vacancies ﬁ%%?iﬁght occur, were required to stand
for election at the next city election, for the unexpired term.

The members elected the first year under this new plan in 1923,
wvere J. L. Wolfe, iirs. Cordon Finger, Mrs J. R. Purser, lr. Fpank H.
femnedy, lir. J. Paul lLucas, Sr. Mr. D. H. Johnston, and Dry A. G. Brenizer.
Hr. J. L. UYolfe was elected Vice Chairman.,

Heo Jo O, Walker,layor, was Chairman,ex officio.

2

liss Willie Faye Rudisell,Treasurer.

‘-Jl

H. P. Harding, Secretary, ex officio,

REVIEW OF.CH&N~ES I THE BOARD MEMBERSHIP

1907, Seventeen Members, elected by wards, every two years.

1919, Seven liembers, elected at large, every two years.

1923, Seven Hembers, elected at large, with staggered terms for six
vears,
| The members of the Board of School Commissioners hawe received no
‘inancial compensation for their services.

All through the years these members of the several Boards of School
omnissioners have given much time and a great deal of thought to the
fficient administration of the city schools, They deserve a great

eal of praise and gratitude from our citizens for their unselfish and




¥r, J. L. Wolfe, Mr. Frank I Kennedy, Mr. Ernest Ellison, Mr. J. Pauk

Tucas, Sre, Mr, W, R. Foreman, Mr. Af. M. Cray, Mr. D. H. Johnston.,

o .

Chairman, ex oificio, Mayor Harvey W, Moore.

oy

Vice Chairman, J. L. Wolfe.
Treasurer, lMiss Bmma Belle Cheek,

Chairman Finance Committee, Mp. Frank H, Kennedy.

THE SUPZRINTEINDENT'S OFZICE
During most of his administration Superinfendent Alexander Graham
had used his 477744/ none as his office for conferences with parents
and other interested versons. About 1908 the School Board ruled that
he should have an office hour in the City Hall.
He uéed the office of the Hayor from four to five o'clock in the

ernoon, as the Hayor had left before that time.

ct
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For the new administration in 1913 the City Council equipped rooms
in the Forth section of the basement of the cif y hall, onthe corner
of ¥, Tryon and ®. Fifth Streets. - An entrance from the gide walk on
Tryon Street, into the main office was arranged. The ofice of the
Superintendent and storage rooms were here until 1927 when the new
Municipal building on the Liddell property, 600 E. Trade Street, was
opened. Offices for the school administration were provided on the third
floor of the new bullding.

THE OFFICE STAFF

secretary
A Suwerinbendent.was allowed the Superintendent a short time during

the school yearl9lh-t1l5, 'A Miss Cotton served until the end of the

year. The new Board of 1915 on the recommendation of the Chalrman



)

of the Fine..we Comnittee refused to provide funds for her salary and her

services were discontinued,
One year later lMiss Willie Taye Rudisill was elected Secretary for

the Suverintendent.

ADMINISTRATION OF THI BUSINESS AFVAIRS

Prior to 1920 the Secretary and Treasurer of the Board of Aldermen
served also as Secretary and Treasurer of the School Board.

AlL business affairs of the School Coumissioners were transacted
in the office of the Doard of Aldermen.

On Cctober 22, 1920, the business administration of the schools
WEYE transfered from the office of the City Council to the office
of the Superintendenf of the City Schéols, and the Superintendént
was made Secretary of the Board, ex officio. Miss Willie Faye Rudi-~
sill vas made Treasurer and BookKeever.

Miss Rudisilyberved until February 1924 when she resigned, she
was very efficlent and served well in every cavacitye.

She was succeeded by Niss Ema Pelle Cheek, Later in the year

October 18, 1924 Mies Li%%is-ﬂobertson was elected S@retary to the

Superintendent and iiss Cheek gave hery her full time to the duties
of Bookkeener and Treasurer.

From 1920 the financial affairs and the general administration
of the schools were carried on in the office of the Superintendent,
with a stafi composed of the Secretary, the Bookkeeper and the Super-
intendent, three in all,

Thieg included in addition to the regular school business, the

e

disburshent of all fm@sﬁfrom three bond igsues, amounting to 2,000,000,

LN

and the huilding of twelve new school houses and additions to the old

ones.

The system of bookkeeping had becn used in the office of the



Doard of Aldermen, a ledger made especlally for school accounting was

The Chairman of the Finahce Committee of the School Board) all
through the years , kept a close supervision of school expenditures, He
signed all checks in the dig s _bursement of funds.

Some of the outstanding Chairmen were Mr. J, Hirshinger, Hr. IFred Cates,

irpPlummer Stewart, lr, J. Lester Wolfe

k

sMre Frank H, kennedy Hr oM.
: . o R yhy
Vernon Porter, Mr., H, B, Benoit, Mr. W. R, Foremzn, and Mr. Z,Z Be

\

e H@%’U"

MR. CHARIES BLACKRURN, BUSINESS MANAGER

On May 27, 1927 Kr. Charles Blaclkburn was elected Pusiness Manager,
ﬁbretary}and Treasurer of the Board of School Commissioners., He vas
ade directly responsible to the School Soard. This dwal tyve of
a’ministration relieved the superintendent entirely of the business
affairs of the schools. This dual tyvpe of admlnlotratln continued
until 1933, On June 2Pd 1933, the Board adopted a resolution offered
by lr. H, B. Benoit, Chairman of the Finance Counittee, that the admin-
istration be changed from a dual plan to a Unified administration with
the Ségrintendent as head of the administration,
Hr, Blackburn installed tne machine type of Bookkeeping which was
. more elaborate and more modern. .
| Hiss Cheek continued with him a short time, Mr Clyde Neeley succeeded
her as bookkeeper,

Hiss Lilgiz Robertson, now MNrs. Ransomylicllahon,continued as the Super-
ntendent's Secretary, and still serves the administration. i

Her services to this writer and to the‘City schools have been invalu-~
ble, She has always been very efficient in her duties, and well post-
d on all of the details of the school system, and a source of infor-

ation about all school matters. She was most tactful in meeting the
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helpiul to new teachers entering the school systen.

most

(o}

public an

Mr, Blackburn was an indefatigable worker and most chnsclentious
as to the detalls of his office. He attempted to carry too much of
the burden on his own shoulders. He sgerved during the prosperous
vears of 1927-1929 and the years od de@ressiom 19301935, and during
a vperiod when there was nuch building partly with Federal and State
Tunds and partly with local fundso, All of which required much book=
lreeping, and accounting to the varlous agenciese Mro. Cy. Hood served
under Mr. Blackburn as Suvervisor of Building and HNaintenance, but
Mr, Blackburn did nofhave sufficient help in the office to give him
the relief he needed.

Mr, Blackburn resigned July 1lst, 184l and ¥r. John M. Dunlap who
was then Princinal of the Pledmont Junior High School, succeeded him

as Business lManager.

3, JOHH M. DUNLAP, BUSINESS MAITAGER

¥Mr. Dunlap had served as teacher of lMathematics in the High School,
and had been promoted to the princimalship of the First Ward Grammar
School, and from that position he was promoted to the principalship
of the Piedmont Junior High'Schoolo In all of these positions he had
served most efficiently, He had shouwn an aptitude for compiling
school statistics and for school accounting.

When Mr. Dlackburn resigned Mr. Dunlap was unanimously elected to
succeed him as Business Manager. He has been especially successful

in this positione.

23

Miss Douglas Kendall who had been for sometime Secretary to ir.

U

B1lliot, Princinal of the Alexander Graham Junior High Schoolﬁwas trans-

ferred to the City Ilall to be BookKeever under the supervision of lr.

Dunlap,

Miss Fannie Carr who had been Secretary to Miss Hattle Alexander,
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Princinal of Elizableth Schoolﬁwas transferred to be Clerical Ase. Gant

in the offices at the City Hall.

iw,Cy. Hood resigned and Mr. Howard Duval was elect-

ed Construction fngineer, and Mr. C, E. Barber, Jr. was made Superintend-

ent of Bulldings,.

CITY BLECTION OF 1927

After the city election in lay of 1927 the School Doard was composed
of the following members:

Yre Frank H. Kennedy, Mr. J. P, Luwas, Sr., Mr. Harvey V. lioore,
Hr.Wl, R. Foreman, lir. A. M. Gray, Dr. Harvey W. Barret, and Mr. John W.
Cole. HMr. A. M. Gray resigned very soon aften&he election and Mr.
Janes A Houston fidiled out the unexpired term.

Chairman,ex officio, Mayor F. M. Redd.
Viee Chairman, Mr, Frank H. Kennedye
Chairman of the Finance Committee, Mr. W. R. Foreman.

Mr, Blackburn‘ was elected Business Manager by this Doard on May 27.

AXTENSTIORN OF CITY LIMITS 1928

e extension of the City limits in January 1928 brought into the
city system the Plaza Road School which had been a County High School.
The city school Board made an adjuétment in the furniture and con-
ducted an Elementary School, known as the Plaza Road School. Mrs.

A bonded indebtedness of apnroximately {M85000+00 on this building
was assumed by the City authorities.

The city limits which had been Dartmouth Place was extended to take
‘1n the Myers Park section of the city.

On the Horth the ilidwood sectinn was taken into the city and on the
South and West the Glenwood section was made a @art of the city.

The Myers Park Elementary School was was built and opened for pupils
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'in 1928, This building was nlanned by Hr. C. C. Hook, Architect, It

had in ®this first unit sixteen class rooms and offices for the Principal

W

né the Jurses. The building cost approximately %$110,070,00 and was

"

located on a ten wore

[6]
CJ_

cract of land, purchased from the College Heights
Company, lr. George Stephens, Manager. The ten acres cost annrox-
imately I45,000.00 with a discount of 900,00 for cash.

The source of revenue for financing this purchase and the con-

1

—3

i_!.

struction of the bullding will be explained in the next parasraph.

SALARIES O THEACHERS 1IN TWoLVE *uﬂiﬁf
On the netition of the teachers tqelr salaries were ordeL ed paid in
twelve payments by the Soard, This plan began with the September

salary in 1923,

Q
i

At the end the nine months school term, funds were accunulated in
the school Board Treasury fron the withholdings from teachers' salaries
to meet the payments of the three sumier months.

During the Sumner of 1927 the Finahce Committee under the chaip-
manshlp of Hr. W. R, Foreman,found the funds for{ the teachers' summer
é salaries were suffivient to purchase the lot in Myers Park and to build
& 1e Myers Park Tlementary school, N

The Committee decided to declare these funds to be surplus and to
make the teachersd school year begin with June lst in_stead of Septem#
her fibst. In this way the salaries for the summer would be charged
to the budget for the coming school year. The Board would then borrcm
on anticipated school income for the next year, sufficient funds to pay
the teachers' sumner salaries.

In this way the Doard would use the accumulated funds for the Mvers
Park land and building without a bhond iscue to be voted on by the citizens.
This building was located on Rateliffe Avenue, The first Princinal

was Miss Willie Choat who was promoted froqﬁ teaching position in the




in the Piedmont Junior High School. Migs Choat resigned at the end

o,
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irst vear in order to marry Mr. W. D. Hamoton. She returned
about 1935 to teach a sixzth grade in our Lastover school and has been a
very popular and successful teacher in that school until this time.
This plan of financing the building of the Myers Park school and the
building program of 1928 and 1929 worked very well until 1933,
The teachers rpeceived thelr summer vay as usuale. The only difference
being noted in the office of the Treasurer of the Doard where these sal-
aries for the vpreceding nine months were charged to the budget for the
next school year. .
Tn 1933 when the State Sehool Commission took over the City schools
their auvditor ruled that the funds accumulated were for the salaries
of the teachers for the term of school that had already been taught,
and the Bospd could not charge this to the next year's accounte.
As a result when the summer of 1933 came the Board could not borrow

on next year's account, and the whole ammount was declared to be a

deficite. The teachers were without the pay that had been withheld
from their salaries during the preceding year.
The teschers were without this pay for a long time but the matter was

eventually adjusted and they received the back salaries in full.

Miss Florence Jamison, Principalc6f Myers Park School.
Ynen MissChoate resigned Miss Florence Jamison was transfered from the
Zeb Vance school to be Princinal of the Myers Park Blementary Schoole.
She has directed the growth of her school, the enlargement of her build-
ing with additional rooms and an avditorium, the inprovement of her play
grounds, and of her course of study until this time. As has been stated
she has‘taken an active vart in the educational life of her community '

d

and of the city.
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At the recuest of the School Bpard the Superintendent prevared the

following report on Junw 25, 19284

GROVTH CF CHARLOTTE SCEOOLS TURING THE PAST TEN VIARS
1918--1¢28
You ask me to tell you something of the growth of the City Schools
during the past ten years. Well, in 1918, the High School, Grades
8-11, was in the Fipst Ward bullding on the corner of inth and Brevard
Streets. From that bezinnine we npve today,1928, the Senior High School,
lrades 10-12, on ZElizabeth Avenue, the Alexander Graham Junior High
school, Grades 7-9, on ilorehead Street, the Piedmont Junior High School,
Grades 7-9, on Dast Tenth Street, and the Technical High School, Grades,
7-11, on Pegram Street, The enrollment in the Wnite High Schools ten
vears ago was 566, the enrollment to day in all of these Hgih Schools,

Grades 8-12, omltting the 3eventh Grades for the sake of comparison 5

»
g

is 2,278. For the Negro students we have the Second Ward High School.

The only instruction in Industrial Education ten years ago was gi#en
by one manual training teacher and two home econommckeachers. Now we
have thirteen teachers in Tech, High, ten other teachers enployed in
the industriél education departments of the other Junior and Senior
digh Schools, and two full time teachers of Home Tconomics Classes of
adults, In the Colored High Schools we have three full time teachers
in these denartments. The growth of the Industrial Bducation work
vith allied subjects 1s indicated by the staff of three teachers ten years
€0 as compared with the staff of twenty eight teachers today, 1928,

Teq&ears ago two tracheeps gave all the courses in‘Commercial

ducation, today, 1928, six teachers give full time to commercial
Mbjects.,

In 1918, the health work was just Dbeginning, with the nurses




Government
crom Cawn Jraesn in charge, and the fwernment naying the bill. Today

the School Foard employs five school nurses, an all time dentist, and
next term will heve a full tine physician, and will, also,conduct a
two teacher Oven Air Zchool for undernourished children,

Ten years azo no effort had heen nafe to classify children accord—
ing to their abllity to learn. No provision had been made for snecial
instruction for “wh-normal and othervise hahdicapned childrén.

.

matter of adapting the work of the school to the ability and needs of

Our ormanization includes sixteen Ungraded Clacses in different sec-

. tions of thne city, with an enromlment’of 311 children who do not it in

the regular organlzation, bhut who are getting, in these classes, just

the kindd of work that each child needs for hils own growth and NrOLress.
Ten vears ago, 1918, the only night school was conducted by the Y.M.C.A,

and the School Roard jointly, for llegro men and women.. This past

yéar,1928, classes at night in subjects related to the trades and hone

- malting enrolled 493 white men and women, and the Colored night school

- conducted by the Y.H.C.A, and the School Doard enrolled 200 Hegro men

and women.

Ten yvears ago0,1918, classrooms were creatly crouded. Little

individusl work could be “one. There was almost no instructional

quinnent for the teachers %o use. The teaching was hecessarily formal, with

(6]

large grouns it could hardly be anything else. It was to reliewe *his

condition that the neople of the city about that time voted to increase

:the local tax rate fronm 20¢ to 30¢ and to issue bonds for building nurposes.
Prior to that time, 1918, $160,000.00 renresented the total investe-
ment the citv had made in school buildings,grounds, and equibment.

During the past ten years, 1918-1928, the city hasg investedi;2,160,606.00

in school buildings ang sites,
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The income for operating exnenses in 1918 was 1140, 573,00, the

income for operabing expenses for 1923 was B742,494 00

In 1918 teachersi'salaries in grades 1-6 Wdé ranged from 427,50 to

2,

o

o 62,60 per year, in 1928 the salaries in grades 1-6 range from 900,00

to 51,560..00 per vear., TIn the High Schools the salaries of teachers
in most academic subjects was 5765 per year, in foreign languages and
sclence, 1000.00 ver vear. Today, 19286, High Schoo}éalaries range from
+1,693.50 to $2100,00,

In 1918, the School Board employed 165 teachers. In 1928 the Doard
employed 425 teachers for the various schools.

The enrollment in 1918 was 7,645 with an average attendance of 5,367,
The enrollment for the vear ending June 1st, 1928 wasll 46k with an
Average Attendance of 11,765, The increased attendance caused by the
extension of the city limits togetbér With‘the usual normal increase
will give us an enrollment in 1028~ 29 of approximately 17,000,

In 1918 there were nine wnite schools and three colored, In Sep?ember
1928, we shall have seventeen vhite schools and six colored. |
Every building in use orior to 1918, excepting the Mirst Ward, has\\

; been enlarged or remodelled, The number of class rooms in 1918 was 
l165} The number of class rooms in 1928 is L8, Most of the buildiﬁf/
construction during that time has heen fire resistive.

Committees of Teachers and Sunervisors are studying and revising the
- Coursge of Study constantly in order that ouw instruction nay more nearly
‘meat the needs of the children of bhic city.

3,

nese are a few comparisons given to indicate the growth of the school

3

system during the past ten vears,1918-1928,
One of the most gratifylng facts is that a much larger percent od
older boys and girls, Grades 7-12, are remaining in school. This is

a natural result of the enlarged program for ddolescent boys and girls
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in our Junior# High Schools, and of the eariched course of elective

stutles in omr lenior and Tech. Fish Schools.
In all of our campaigns during the nast ten years, 1918-1923, for
better schools and school conditions, the newspapers of the Cit have
[} B

always given us splendid suovwort and we are very grateful.

Respectfully submitted,

June 25, 1928, H. P. Harding, Superintendent.

Dr. T. J. SASSZR, SCHOCL PHYSICIAW
In Sentember 1928 the School Board employed Dr. T. J. Sasser as
full tiue school physician. He had a staff of six nurses in the Bleuen-
tary schools. Theyl were, Miss lartha Thorve, Miss Vivian Agnew, and
liss Nannie Moseley; in the Colored schools were, liss Elanche Tayes,
and liss ¥, Shoffner,
In the spring of 1930 Dr. Sasser gave up the school position in order
to enter private nractice. , |
The Charlotte Health Denartment was most cooperative, and after the
great depression toblk over the health work in the schools. Nurses
from the Health Department under the supervision,first of liss Clara
Ross,and later under the supervision of Miss Ann Barentine have had
regular schedules in the city schools. | Dr. Bethel, Nirector of Public
Heelth, has always been most helpful.
Hrs, Martha Thorne Wright, Supervisor of the School Nursés, under
Higs Clara Ross, Sunervisor of All City.ﬁurses, for many years gave

the City Schools very careful and very efficient service.



PUBLIC SCHCCL rUSIC

Hr. Robert L. Kecesler was teacher of Public School tusic in the city

schools during the years 1900-192L., Heﬁvisite-ﬁ all classes and had a
regular schedule for teaching singing. His chorus at co‘mmencement
each year attracted g great deal of attention. About 1914-'15 Miss
Martha Mae Carr was elected to assist him. She was succeeded the next
wear by liss Lloise Dooley,

Miss Parle lorris was elected an Assistant for the Elementary schools
and served during the vears 1921-'23, In September 1923 liiss Marcella
Darnes followed Ifiss Horris,

When Mr, Keesler resirned in 1921«?, Ivi'iss Marcella Farnes and Hiss

Kathleen White became the Supervisors of Music in “the Slemrntary Schools,

3

In 1925-128 +he Blenentary Music Sunervisors were Misg Xathleen
White, Miss Rachel E. Anthony, and liss Golda licllenry.

& very decided improvenent in teaching singing began with the coming

Oof Hiss Parke lorrig, During his twenty four vears of service r,

Leesler put special emphasis on volume. Miss lorris, Hiss Barnes,

~ -

i1 ss Vhite, Ifise Lnthony and the Suvervisors that have folloved thenm

nave placed the emphasis on tone qualities rathep tiicn volume,

Dr. HERBIRT SPAUCH'S BOYS BAID AMD ORGINITRA

Soon after Nr, Herbert Snaugh came to Charlotte as Pastor of the

et

loravian Church, "The Little Church on the Lane", he awakened an interest

1n band and orchestral music among the bhoys of Myers Park and neishbor-
ing communities. By 1926 he had a well trained boys band that atiracted

the attention of many oi our citizens., The school authorities were

among the admirers of Dr. Shaugh's bands and decided that the Public
E*Zi%;:hﬁchools snould give the bovs and girls an onportunity to be instruct-

>C din
784 lnstrunental music,

e T
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Tor the school wvaar of 19283-'29 the School Roard emnloyved lir. C. O,

Lrown of Winfield, Xansas to be Director of Music for the city =chools.

’__:

)y

ir, Brown proceeded to organize a band and orchestra at Central High

e
hool, Yany of his boys had bheen trained as members of Dr. Spaugh's

hands, lir, Brown was here just one ‘vear,

MR, L. R, SIDES, DIRECTOR OF HUSIC
Hr, L, R. Sides was elected to succeed Mr., Brown and entered the city
gystem in Sentember 1929, He was vary successfiul in organizing a
band and orchestra at Central High School.
Mr. Robert Smith under Hr. Sides suvervision organized and conduct-

edtie hands and orche-tras at Alexander Graham Junior High Schood, and

assisted Mr, Sides at Central High School.

eopninned 1d
About 1928 or 1920 a music room well oqlonei for bapqwgrcqe sTra
. b . . \ . r D
practiceclasses had been bullt in the new wing of Alexander Graham

Junior High School,.
Under lir. Sides and Dr. Garinger's direction the music building

at Central *igh School was built about 1937.

Mr, Hichael Wise, at Pledmont Junior High School, was in charge of

the instrumental work.

-
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In 10

P

r. Jack Rergcer under lr. Sides'supnsrvieion taught instru-

L'J

nmeatal music, and orsanized bands : and orchestras of select groups in |
the Lle mentary schools. ¥r. Wise also gave some time to this work in
some of the Eleméﬁ%ary schools.

To train punils for his bands and orchestras in the Hizh Schools

in instrumental music, teach their nupils in the High Schools for a feea,.
. Sides made a very real contribution to the instrumental music

ram in our schools during his term of SuerCGO

e
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MUSIC REPORT wOR THE YIAR 1931-'32

In his annual renort to the Sunerintendent for the year 1931-'32,

i

Mr. Sides renorts a total of 983 white punils in the instrunental 1

=
[

music classes, and 25 in the orchestra of the Colored High Scnoo 1, !
- wmakine a total of 1008 boys and girls receilving instrumental music

instruction in

VCOCAL HUSIC T THI SCHCCLS

v )

About 1928 or 1929 Miss Josevphine Wolverton was elected teacher of

of

Voecol Music at Ceantral High School. She organized the #H'Cavvella
choir at Central which anneared frequently in public »nrograms anc
received considerable nraise.

Miss Lela Tomlinson was in charge of the vocal music at Alenander

PO I

panam Junior gh 8chonl and has remained in that posgitlion until this

Missffeabel Reid at the same time was in charge of the vocal
music at Piedmont Junior Hich School.
In the Tlementa ary scho-ls lliss Rachel Anthony, liss Hary A. Jefferson

nd HrS;”Ho‘E,‘Achwnoer were Sudervisors of Public School Music.

In this Report of 1931-'32 ir. Sides also reports that 1,402 pupils

ated in Chopus, Glee Clubs and Cholrs.
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This number Gogether with the 1,008 boys and girls receiving instru-
mental music instruction made atotal of 2 %90 boys and girls who had

varticipated in some kind of special music instruetion, other than the

resular instruction in public school singing which was regulred of all

’.1:

punilse.

ndicates the growth in instrumental music interest and

}-—Sc
i..h

This

music anpreciation during the three precfeding years.
3 T (%) !



1933 after the State revealed the section of the city charter

- permitting a supnlenentary tax, there were nof funds for special teachers.
The Citizens Civic League sent a committee composed of lir. James Re
~Bryant, irs. John Watson, MNr. Hérbert Baxter, Mr., John Vickers, Mr. D. E.
; Yenderson, and lir. L. R. Sides to a meeting of the School Toard, to
pronose to raise funds from private sources in order to keep the music
instructors in the system. IMiss Jefferson and Miss Anthony were pald

from thzse funds until 1935. Mr. Sides, Mr. Derger and lir. Smith had

been retained.

=
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r. 3ides resigned in 1942 and Mr. Guy Hutchens was elected to succeed
him. Mr, Hutchens served until January 19%%, and was followed by Mr.
Robert Smith, who had been at Alexander Graham Junior High School and

at Central as Instructor of Instrumental Music since 1929.

Mfa Smith was serving as Director at the close of my adainistration in

1949
Va4 o ¢ fa )
lir. Oliver Cook at Harding High Scnool

Vr., Oliver Cook was elected Director of Music at Harding High School
and began his services in September 1937, ir, Cook's band , orchestral,
and choral work has been excellent and has attracted much favorable

attention in the city.
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DR, BARDTT IESTONS

Dr. Farvey Darrett who had heen electrd to membershin of the School

=4

Doard in 1927, resigned January 12, 1928 and lr., Chase Brenized was
chosen by tThe Zoerd to 111l his place.
During the administration of this Board the auditorium and four

class roous at Dethune School wese built. ¥r. C. C. Hook was the

AT the April 12, meeting of this Eoard the purchase of three lots,
each 56' x 200' adjoining the Villa Heights School yard, to cost not

to exceed 1,800.00 for the three lots, was authorized. The cafeteria

oo

in the basement of the Vllla Heights School was bullt at this tinme.

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 1929

After the lay 1929 city election the School Toard was composed of

¥
{

the following members: IMr, U, R. EForeman, Mr. J. A. Houston, Mr. |

wase Brenizer, Mr. J. Lester Wolfe, lr. Harvey .

~

John ¥, Cole, lir. C

[

Moore and iir. J. Paul Lucas.
tr, We R, Toreman was Chalrman oi the Filnance Committee. ¢

Chase Brenized was Vice Chairman°

On February 12, 1930, lire T. T, Allison suceeded Mr. J. L. Wolfe,
and lirs., John A, lMcRae succeeded lr. Harvey UW. lloore.

On March 13,1930 Hr. J. P. Lucas resigned and ir. Paul ¥Waitlock

was elected to f£ill his vnlace.

CHARTUR AMENDED, FERRUARY 12, 1931
On Pebruary 12, 1931, on vetition of the Echool Roard, the 3tate
Leciglature o nop“ed Chapter 342, Private Laws of II. C. of 1907 in
order to clafify a doubtful clause relative to the staggered terms of

Tre menmbers of the Chartotte School Board. Under this Act the staggered

terms would continue as was intended in the Amendment of Chapter 73,

Private Lawvs of N, C, of 1923,



BIDLE I THZ CITY SCHOULS
Lt the moeting of the Doard of School Commigsioners on January O,

e £

1925 . communication was received from Dr. A. &, McGeachy, Pastor of

(

the Second Presbyterian Church, and another from Mrs. Arch Taylor,

ASF -

Seeretary of an assenbly of revresentatives from #4# some of the
~ Protestant churches in thef city, petitioning the Board to offer a

course in Bible instruction at Central High School,
: 3’. '\ef‘l
The matter waeffcdméﬁx to the Cowrse of Study Committee of the Doard.

The Committee later recommended the following olan which was annroved

¢

by the Zoard:
The Missionary Unvop of the Protestant Churches would provide the

funds to paly the teacher; the funds were to he paid to the Treas-

urer of the Schocl Eoard: %The teacher's salary check would be issued

e

to her in the same way as checks are issued to other teachers; the
teacher should be elected by the Doard on the recommendation of the

Interdenoninational Union,

She vwas to be subject to the rules and regulations of the School
Board, and to be under the zunervision of the Principal of the school,

and to bear the same relation to him and the school authorities as do

the other teachers in the school.

3

The Bible Course was to be elective, and to be offered five periods

a week for one wvear.

A credit of one unit toward graduation wag to be allowed for the

course,
It was to be considered a Tenth or “leventh grade course.
The plan woz submitted to the commititee of the churches and on Feb-

ruary 2, 1925 a letter from Dr, licGeachy accepted for the committee

»

the nronosed nlan. .

On May 1hth the 8chool Zoard was notified that funds woild be
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schonl in Ssotenber 1925,

vvailable for one teacher at the opening o

T am ihdebted to krs. W. C. Linlk, now Secretary of the Intercenon-
inational Miseionary Unlon,for -7 the following facts:

On May 13th, 1925 the representatives of the churches who had been
time to time to discuss this matter, formally organ-
he name mentioned sbove,'The Interdenoninational iission-

A

ary Union. The churches particinating, with the names of the persons
representing their resnective denominations, were as follows?

The Presbyterian Church, represented by Dr. A&. A. Mc@eachy, Mr.
J. W. McClung, ¥re. and Vrs. Harry J. Spencer, My, F. H, Blerman,

» T . T - T m o
¥r, L. R. Shaw, Mr. J. B. Ramsey, and Mr. Z. C. Todds

The Gniscopal Church, represeated by Mr. Louis C. Durwell, Hre
F. R. Jackson and ilr, T. L. Blacks

The liethodist BEnisconal, renresented by Mr., J. B. Ivey, Hr. Chas.
B Vakefield, Mr.B. L. Hayhew, and liiss Maud McKinnons

The Methodilst Protestant, renresented by Mlss EBnola Presnell;

The Assoclated Reform Presbhyterian, represented by Miss Loulse
Brvin, Mr. 2. L. Barkley, and Mr. J. B. Williss

ir., J, B,,Ivey was made Temvorary Chairman of the Bible In The Schools
Committee and later was made nermanent Chalrman.

Mr. Ivey filled this position for twenty three years and gave to

the cause great moral and financial sunnort.

Yhen lir. Ivey declded to retire he persuaded Mr. Thos. lcPheeters

{2
Q
‘h

lasgow to take the Chairmanship. Mr. Glasgow still fills this

§
D

osition and gives the program very valuable time and attention,
as he had done for a long time as a member f the Comnitt
Mg, W J.LRE&E HE PIRST T8ACHNT
The first tescher nominated by the Churches and elected by the

-

School Eoard was lrs. W. J. Bryan who began her services in Septem-
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ber at Central ©isgh School,

¥rs Dryan vos a magneltic teacher and her classes were full from

{t

The next year the Misslonary Unlon asked that a second teacher be
with ¥rs. Eryan on the same tTerms as‘had been accent-
afore They recommended Mrs. W. L. Walker and the Doard
elected her. She began in September 1926,

the widow of a Bapntist Hinister. She nad been well

Hrs., Walker was
trained and had bLeen a Bible teacher before coming to our schnnolg, She

I3

was a popular teacher and her classes too were filled.

lirs. Walker served eight years until 1934 and lrs, Bryan served
eleven years until 1936,

Miss Louise Tucker succeeded Mrs UWalker in 193k, and Miss Janet

Robinson succeaded lMrs. Bryan in 1936,

|

W

At Tech. High School Hiss lMildred White, now Mrs. T. 5. Irwin, vas

the Zible teacher during the years 1937- 1939,

The Harding High School was opened in September 1935, and during
0w19hl Mrs.Irwin was transferred from Tech. High School

to Harding Hich Schoole

During 1945.47 ifiss Janet Robinson and lMise Pearl Eichelberger

divided time between Central and Tech. igh schools,

Miss Cornelia Tramlett divided time bhetween Alexander Graham Junior

Zizh Schooland Piedmont Junior Hizh School during the vears 1941-1945,

In Sentember 1042 Miss Mary B. MagKorell was elected Bible teacher

for the Warding High School, Migae MacKorell had an A. B. degree from

ron Randolnh-Macon College, and an A. M. dezree fpom Duke University.

;,_h

had tauzht in the High Bchool at Asheville, M. C. before coming

to Charlotte. Her teaching skill and her personal influence has made the

B

Bible course at this school attractive and popular.
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in the Llementary Schonls, The School Bpard approved and lMiss Isabel

neld was elected she was assisted by Miss Bi ichelberger, In 194&-L0
iss Isabeld Reid and lise Tell Horgan were elected They are bhoth
very efilicient and very nopular teachers. They have heen able to

sbend aboul one dav a week,each,in some of the White Elementary Schools.

3

CIDLE THETRUCTION IV THE WEURO TIGT SCHOOL

.

- - -

The Miseionary Union nrovided one teacher for the Wegro HigZh Schodls

4

Mrs. Julia ¥W. Boulding was the first teacher and served well for a

nunber of years and was succeeded by Mlss Mildred B. Paxter.
THE PRASENT CRGANIZATION OF THE NISSIONARY UIICH

The organization of the Inter-denominational Hissionary Union at this
time has the following officerss

¥r. J. B. Ivey, Chairman Zmeritus,

Hr. Thog. lMcP. Glas-ow, Chairman,

llrg, W. C, Link, DelebM”T,
iiir. Algie M. Lawing, Treasurer,
Zxecutive Committees
Hr. Zeb. C. Strawn, Chm, Finance Committee,
dr, Torremce V. Aldred, Chm. Public Relations,
Mrs, Frank Stanton, Chm. Teachers! Committee,
Hr. J. Pressley Alexander, Mr. Francis Fairley, Mr. T. M. Glasgow,
Mrs, THos. Hawthorne, Mr. J. B, Ivey, Mrs. Herman Kiseiah, Mr.
*Stanhone Lineberry,lirs, /. C. Link, HMr. 41 B, Mackey, Hr, Frank W. Orr,
Ministerial Adviser, Dr. Herbert Svaugh. |
Dr. Sraugh has been very helpful'in selecting materials and in plan-

the instruction all through the wears
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In the hreginning it was feared that the Bible instruction might

receive some criticism from versons who were watching for some denown-

tonal bias on the nart of the teacher, The course is tausg

Y,

at as a

w2l subject, and no criticism of this kind ever came to me curing
tendency.  The facts of the 0ld and the lew Testament were

in an interesting way to hundreds of children who would have

these facts in no other way.

DRAWIEG ATD 078 PINE ARTS
Drawing was vart of the Course of Study and the Augsburg Drawing
ries was on the book lists prior to 1904%.,

Eentheim, a teacher of Art at Blizabeth College had nrivate
of irt in the city. Sunerintendent Graham was interested

nd studied with him at times, Dr. Graham became guite proficient

in drawing,and created schools.
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Hany of our »rominent cibizens often refer to Dr. Graham's vieits
to their class rooms and the drawings he did on the black-board, of
the old man with a oine, and others.

Yhen the drawing period came in the daily schedule, some tenchers,

-

at least this one, could only say, "Get out vour drawinz books and draw."

DRAVIUG AYD ART T T8 HIGH 8CH00L
a teache

. In 1915 iiss IHary Armand ash who had ewﬁln the Elementary Schools
and in the Wigh School was assigned to teach Art in the Figh School,

She vas a very efficient teacher and she made a very definite contribution

to the Art work in the city, Hany of her students have done well in
this field because of the inspiration and instruction received in her

a.
classcs 2t Central “igh 3chool.

iss Mash taught irt at Central High until her retirement in 1943,
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' A e - tes v o ECR T TIPS 3 i
he toamcher of Art at Central at this thow,lo%G.

Special Art Teachers in the Dlementary Schonls

In 1921 tiss Anne quo7yn Hobertson of lenlo,Ga. was elected Supervisor
of Drawving for the ILlementary Schools. She had been trailned at George
aashvil e, Tenn.

1
egmentary
echools the method of teaching crecatime art

3

.

and color annrecilation, clay modeling and the like that gave the child

Mimself in some form of art.

U)

a chance to exores

1ained as supervisor of Art in the HElementary schools

jak 1

Niss Robertson re

until 1924,

She was succeeded by liss Ada Kunz, with Miss Alice Cain and iliss

3

LV

In 1925 liss Alma Snarser succeeded iiss Kunz and continued as Fead
Sunervisor until 1622, Miss Ruth Pabttilena came in 1628 and with
iicg Ceih and i{iss Foldszraf served until 1921 when nine of our snscial
teachers were dronned on account of the depression which began about
that tine,

Tn the Junior High Schools Hiss 3hirley Ross at the Alexancer Grahan
hoand MHiss Wlizabeth Scruggs at Pledmont Junior High were amon:

Otherg that followed at Alexander Graham Junlor Hich were Mlss Suzan

Crezech, Miss ilargeret Pittman, Miss Ruth Lemons, irs. Alice Steadman,

In Piednont Junior #ich Scho~l other teachers of Art who followed

Hlss Seruggs were Miss Julla Howard, Miss Virginia Kelley, and Miss,

Hechanical Drawing was taught in all of the Industrial Arts Denart-




ments of the Junior #»nd Senilor Hi

. ;
zrzat Depression there was'no Special Art

N

1

Su&er”iéor » Consultent in the #lementary schools. The class rooum
teachers vho had been educaved in Téacher'Training Zchools denended on
the instruction they had received there and on thellr own resources in
teacgifm art as a »nart of the coordination in class room instruction.
1948 lirs, Dlizabeth H. Mack was elected Speclal Art Teacher and
Consultant for the ilementary Schools.

Yer work in creative art, ceramics,color design and appreciation nas

-out

influenced the art work Lhrough the school systele
HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS

ifter the omenminz of the Junior High Schools, in order to coordinate

the work in the Juni ¢ Senior HMizh Schools of the city system, Heads
, ’
of Devartments were anncinted as followss b .

- -

Hinnia Douns,
History,liiss Cornie Tore,
lathematics, Iiiss Sara Kelly,

Home Zconomics, Miss Florence Thomas.

111 of these bteachers were outstanding as leaders in their respective

These Heads of Denartments did mach to unify and coordinate the work
Senior
in the Junior ﬁﬂﬂQ&Lﬁh Schools of the city.
¥
n
An economice..ly minded Fiﬁ@ge Committee in 1927 discontinued this

cervice., The teachers who had ziven only part time %o this supervision,
continued as teachers until thelr retirement.
liigs Florence Thomas who was Head of the Home Tconorics Departrent

had done much to improve 1nstraction in her department. She remalned



in our schools until her death a few vears later.

heen a leader in the Inglish Deoartmoﬂb and had
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h course of study. She had been a very
veluable teacher in the Sumier School, |
Miss Cornie Fore had been very successful iqﬁnteresting her students
| 1n researci and in curreat history.
Miss Sara Kelly had been most successful in the Mathematics denart-
.

ment and was a very oopular teacher of Algebra.

411 of these teachers have had an important part in the development

4
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i chool gnirit and have been greatly beloved by a host of
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Charlotte Boys and sirls,

‘The Course in Journsalisn
Sarly in the history of Central Higa School, Dr. Garringer, the Prin-
cinal,had asked Migs Jessie Henderson to supervise and assist the work
the school paner, "The Rambler!, Through the years thé
course in Journalism that grew out of this activity and out of the effo
fof 2ilss Jessie Henderson has had wonderful results.
Some of the students instructed and inspired by her have filled import-
;ant nogitilons in the field of Journalisne Among them are Marion
Eargrove, reporter and author; Peter iMadison, assoclated with the "VOICE
of AMERICAY" in Burope; Barl Hoffner, Columnist j Bob Page,formerly city
editor of the Observer; Dick Young, on the Bditorial Staff of the News;

‘alter Spearman, on ube facuTty of the Uplverq1tv of North Carolinaj
= e T . B ) th

s toas T M

faéEJCIQYEorhe;'Misé “awﬂmret attlns, Charles Kuralt, Bddie 4llen,
lonald CGreene, T.J. Normen, Jack Pentes and many others.

¥lss Louisa Duls of the Inglish Department cooperated and assisted
in this work while she was on the staff at Central Figh School .

liss Jessie Henderson retired a few years ago , but she still

as a place in the hearts of the students at Central. Recently the
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ganmler issued a snecial edition in honor of iiss Henderson, In it

gére many comnunications from her old students paying tribute to her

worth, and exvressing thelr awnreciation 45 her help and of her effort.

TIRFC TN S T TTTTI A VT AT S LI e ol m
PEYSICAL TDUCATION AVD ATHLWTICS

l_Y«

prior to 1926 orzonized *hysical Bducation in the Charlotte schools was

1imited almost to the Athletie oprogram of the Junior and Senlor High

h

In the Blementary schools the children were all together on the school

..... -

£

wrard during the recess neriods and were under the general supervision oI

Ag reported earlier in this review the first Athletic Association
was orzanized in 1909. The nale members of the School facully served
as coaches.

During the years 1912-191k ¥r., C. ¥. Cowell, teacher of Science was the
foot ball and boys' basket ball coachj lire C. R. Wharton, Inpglish ahd
odern Language teacher, vas the girls® basket ball coach.

In 1916~17 lir. T. R. Campbell, teacher of the Socilal Sciences, coached
the base ball and lr., C. B. Lacey, Hanual Training teacher, at one time
Coached the girls' basket ball,

Hr, A, B. Faul,Physical Zducation Director of the Y. M. C. A., beginning
in 1917 and for seve ral yesrs therecafter coached the basket ball teamss
From 191% to 1918, four years, Mr. Harvin L. Ritch of his own
initiative and without compensati .on, coached the foot ball souads.

¥Mr, Riteh had starred as a foot hall nlayer on the Varsity teawm at
the University of Forth Carolina. |

The first year, 1914, he orsanized a select number of boys from the

Sird's school and from our own school to form the foot ball squad into




s

> the first vear were from the Charlotte Hish School.

cr

The teams af

In the Annual of 1918 the boys exnress great anpreciation of the very

/

~7

ungelfish and sportswan like helwn they had received from lir. Ritch.

During 1918~ 1920 lr, Joe Crayton coached the foot ball teams, iir.

‘ase ball bovs, and Mr, Blliot the girls' basket ball.
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In 1920 and until 1922 ir. Husgh Marrill Jr.,g former West Point athlete,
coached foot ball and base ball,and Miss Rutledge Dudley coached the
girlsl basket hall teans.

During the years 1923-'25 Ir C. D, Kirkpatrick was employed as Dibector

>

of Physical Zducation ané coach of all High school athletics.

Dr, Harvey Barrett
This year, 1923, Dr. Harvey Barrett organized and coached the track
team at Central Hich Schdolw FTor seven years Dr. Barrett gave his
time and skill, without nay, as his contribution to the boys of the High
School, He awakened sreat interest in this sport and was very success—

tul with his teanms.

In 1925-'26 Mr. C. V. Rawson wag the heapd coach at Central and Miss
Betty Halle, former star athlete at Winthrop College,was the girls'

coach and teacher of Paysical Tducation.

Physical lducation in the Zlementary Schools

During these years the interest of the fathers was centered in foot
ball, base ball, basket ball, and track, but the mothers ahout this
tlme became very much interested in the play programs and the pvhysical
welfare of thelr children in the Ilementary schools,

A8 a result of thefr interest and of their effort the School Board
began a search for a man who had been pfofessiomally trained to teach
Paysical Tducation.

In 1926 ir Otto Gulickson was elected Director of Physical ¥ducation
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Ire Gulicisc. .nd been tralned at T, Dakota College, Springficld
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Colleze, and Teachers' College df Calumbia Universitye.

He wag from the Middle Vest and was of Scandinavian descent, e
reat deal of emphasgls on setting up exercises, calisthenics, and
ke s well s on play ground games.
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stientayy schools the Loard elacted ©
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teachers who had been trained sspecially as teachers df physical Tdu-

cation in the Teachery Training Schools. They were Miss Zffie Live

)
Hiss Martha W. Holler and liss Annie C. Haselden.

v

.

They taught zood health, physique develonment,and coordination,initia=-

tive and team work throuch play on the school yards and in the clas

TOCHS » This has beon che nolicy in the Tlementary schools since €

ly

At Central Hizh School in 1927428 Iir, Jack Caldwell was Head Coach

Mr, Walter 3kidnore was Mathematics teacher and foot ball coach.
Margery Bonitz was teacher Physical Tducation and coach of girle!

About this time through the efforts of Mr. J. A. Houston a number

citizens became interested in athletics in the High Schools and an

'

Ea -

organization was forie 0 assist the athletic program financially
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2id a few vears later wvhen the Great Depression camee.

GVIHIASTUN AT CENTRAL

On J,ne 8th, 1927 Dr. Goringer and others anneared before the Board to

C;.

urge the building of a gymnasiun at Central High School. On that

iliss

\

Houston was Chairman of the Athletics Committee of

the School Doard. Thig groun of citizens rendered ¥ery substantial

of

date the Board authorizmd the building of the gymnasium, contracte were

let later and the huilding was ready for the opening of school in

Sentember., This was the first gymnasium in the city schools.

i
:
H




amahled the Physical Hducatlion teachers and the coaches to give well
plapned nrogrons  in Phvsical Zducation for boys and girls.

lir, Culickson served three vears until the end of the gechool year in
lazo, ire, Walter T, Skidmore then hocume Head coach of boys' guvhletl

at Central, Mr, Sutton Alexander was &ssistant Coach.

¥iss Lilian irhelzer was coach OF zirls! snorts and teacher of Fhysical

k3

Lducation. She was well trained and was very popular with ner students.

In the sumner of1831 Miss Arhelger lost her life in an herolc effort to

[2a ]

save the life of a girl, in the ilountains of Forth Carolina. She saved
the girl'ts life but lost her ouWle

e Lively was transfered to Central High
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School to succeed ¥is- Arhelger. The other Physical "dugation teachers
in the Dlenmentary schools were drooned because of the depression in the
econonic affairs of the city at that time.

After seven years of snlendid gervice as Coach of the Track Team
Dr. Harvey Barrett retired, lr. Galen Elliot succeeded hinm assisted

by Mr. Francis Byrd. The next year Mr., Wm. Hicks was Track Coach and

‘»-l

. Francis Dyrd wace Assistant.
In 1933 the State took over the City schools. The effect of this
onn the Physical Rducation program will be related in the story of

Reconstruction that followed after 1933,




STATISTICAL COMPARISON
1913-101% WITH  1929-1930

The school vear 1929-1930 was the last year of our school expansion

prior to the Great Denression.

The growth of the school system during the administration that began

in 1913-191% is shown in the tabulation of statistics that follows:
1913-191% 1929-1930
Population of the City 3,01k . 82,675
Numberoi School Commissioners ‘17 7
Special School Tax _ 20¢ 30¢
Tnvested in School Proverty 8267, 107.25  %3,611,349.00
Income for Onerating Bxnense | 78 ,360,.51 890,449.09
Teachers' Salaries, Blem., White, Bh05.to %585, 900, to $1,560.
o " High Scheg " #8720, to $1,200, $1,693 to 2,100.-
Number of Teachers, Prin. & Superv. 128 468
Wumber of Class Rooums ' 126 | k8
i " Ungraded Classes 0 16
" Open Air Schools 0 L
" " Blementary Schools, White, -8 13
1 " " i Hegro' 2 5
R " Combination Blem. & High Schools 1 0
u " High Schools, White, 0 1
" nooou n Negro’ 0 1
u " Junior High 8chools 0 2
" i Vocational High Schools 0 1
Total Wuumber of Schools, White and Negro 20 2l
Nunber of Ind. Arts & Home Beon. Teachers é 25

" " Commercial Teachers 2 6
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Bumbep-ei-Visitins-Teashers 1913-191% 1929-1930
Tumber of Visiting Teacners 0 2
1 : School urses | 0 5
woon " TMall Time Dent” 3 ' 0 | 1
it won "  Physiclans 0 i
" Elementary Supervisors ‘0 2
" " Physical Education Teachers,Elem., 0 3
gl 1 t n 1" Ho 8., 0 5
Enrollnent, White, | L, 345 - 11,k92
" Nezro 2,090, ' %,895
Total Inrollment, White & Negro, 6,435 - 16,387

WEW BUILDINGS TRECTED 1914+ to 1930
Alexander Graham Junior High, Piedmont Junior High, Central High,
Belmont Vocational High, (TECH.HIGH), Zeb. Vance Elementary, North
Charlotte Elementary, Wilmore Elementary, Seversville Elementary,

Parks Hutchison Llem, lyers Park Elementary, Gymnasium at Central,

¥
Two wings to the Alexander Grahan School including Cafeteria, Gymnasium,
Husiz Room and Class rooms, Auditorium and class rooms at Bethune.
Second Ward High School, New Fairview Elementary, Morgan Elementary,
Biddleville Dlementary, New sections to Elizabeth and Dilworth in-

cluding auditorium and cafeteria in each.

Plaza Road Tlementary School taken into the city from the county system,




MR. W. R. FORTMAN

The six year tezm on the School Board of Mr., W. R. Foreman came to an
end with the city election of 1931. Mr., Foreman and his faction had
been in a minorivy during 1925-1927, After 1927 lr. Foreman and his
factlion had control of school affairs for the remaining nart of his teri.

During the first two years there was considerable controversy among
the members as to school policies,and there has been much criticism of
some of the methods of financing certain projects that were used by
his faction during the last fouﬁ vears of his term.

We must give his administration credit for consideréble constructiv;\
activity during this time, The following projects were undertaken andi
comoleted: A new sixteen room Llementary school located on ten acres
of land in Myers Park, aAn auditorium and four new class rooms at Bethu e
Llementary school, the gymnasium at Central High School, the West wing b

It
!
g

R

of Alexander Graham Junior High School, including a gymnasium, music
/

room, and class rooms, aid the improvement of the Athletic field at ,/
‘
Central. A1l of this was done without a bond issue.
Hr. Charles Blackburn was made Business Manager on Mr. Foreman's

advice and recommendation..

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 1931
After the cipy election of 1931 the the School Board members were
Yr, John V. Cole, Mrs. W. C. Mltcham, Mrs. James Boyce Hunter, lr. J. B,
Steere, Mr. H. Connor Sherrill, ¥r. E. S. Delaney and Rev. John Long
Jockson,
Chairman, Mr. A. H. Wearn,uMayor and Chairman ex officio,
Rev. John Long Jackson, Vice Chalrman,

Hr. H. Connor Sherrill, Chairman of the Finance Coumittee.
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THE GREAT DEPRESSION, 1930--1935
The effects of the great depression beginning in 1929-1930 began to

be felt in our schools during the school session of 19 31-1932.

The budget for operating expenses for the year 1931-1932 was reduced
from 7882,912.00 of the praceding year, to $64%,038,.36, a difference
of 3238,87 8.8%, about 274 per cent.

All salarles were cut about 15 per cent. The number of class room

teachers was reduced by 18 white and one Negro, a total of nineteen.

The number of Special Teachers was reduced by seven white and one

Negro, a total of eight.

The enrollment however increased by 301 pupils and the Average Attend-
ance by 589 pupils. With more puplils and fewer teachers the class
rooms were crowded and the teacher's load heavier.

The worst was to come in 1933,

The Legislature of 1933

The sentiment throughout.the State in 1933'was strong for a reduction
of taxes. The tax on real estate and corporation property at this
time was the greatest source of revenue.

In the cities and towns of the 8tate special school taxes ranging
fron 20¢ to 50¢, in Charlotte 30¢, were levied for the supnort of the
local schools, This was a supplement to the amount received from the
County tax,

The Legislature of 1933 was composed of men determined to take the tax
off real property, and to pass a sales tax which would put the burden
on the consuner. |

In the Senate among the leaders were some rail road and corporation

T o ol - ] 3
~avyers and a number of their sympathetic friends.,
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To draw attention away from the shift of the taxation burden, they
advocated an eight months school for the State. This pleased the
State Sunerintendent of Public Instruction, Mr. A. T. Allen, who for
a long time had been pleading for an.eight months school term. He

gave the program his support and gfeat publicitye.

The leaders in the Senate posed éshgreat friends of the public schools,
as they were giving the whole State an eight months school iqwﬁtead of
the six months school that had prevalled. Many of us thought that
in reality they were great friends of the rall roads and'other COrpo=
rations whom they were relieving of the tax burden. This burden they

were passing on to the consumer with a sales tax.

The State-wide eight months school term would have been a great ac-
complishment if the cosy had been adequately financed without the city
and town graded schools losing what they had struggled for years to build.

To accomplish this change in the system of taxation all special
charter districts in the State were declared non-existent until re-—
established by the State School Commission. Thé right to levy a special

schpol tax for the operation of city schoold systems was annulled.

| THE STATUS OF THE CHARLOTTE CITY SCHOOLS
The budget of the Charlotte school system was reduced again. In ;
11931-1932 the budget was $882,912.00 as has been statedf this was réduced
in 1932-1933 to #644,038,36 or 274%, now it was reduced to %336,813.53
The State apnortioned $312,813.53, and from local fines, forfeitures,

and poll tax the Board received $26,000,00. This was a cut of 61% of

the 1931-1932 operating budget.

For the first time since 1882 the school term in Charlotte was for

just eight months.
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The Twelfth Grade was discontinued. For ten years the Charlotte
schools had been organized with six years of Elementary schools, three }
vears of Junior High Schools,'and three years of Senhor High Schools.
Wow in order to conform to the rural school system 1t was necessary to
reorganize our system with seven years of Elementary schools and four

years of High Schocls,

The number of teachers had been reduced the year 1932-1933 by fifteen
class room teachers, the number was again reduced by thirty nine teachers,

making a total loss in the two years of fifty four class room teachers.

The Primary Supervisor, the Grammar Grade Supervisor, and all Specialy

Supervisorgwere dropned. -

The School Dentist who had been employed by the Board for the preceding

eleven years was dropped and the dental office in the First Ward school

was closed. ~

Six school Nurses were dropped, the special attendance officer

for the city, one secretary, one truck driver and a number of Janitor's

helpers also were dropped. .

The salaries of all school employees were about 60% below the salaries

of 1930-1931.

Th%paximum salary for a teacher with an "A" certificate was fixed
at #£720.00 a year. Bight years of previous experlence was the regqusite
for obtaining this maximum salary of $5720.00 a years

The salary range was from 560,00 to $720.00 a year.

The Ungraded classes were cut from seventeen to seven, with the number

of pupils pér teacher in these classes doubled.




12l
The Summer School for children who had failed ar had lost time, which
had been conducted by the School Board for the preceding twenty years

vas conducted privately by the teachers who charged a tuition fee.

/

The testing program for discovering in an objective way the weak|

i

places in the schools and for enabling teachers to provide remedialf

work, was discontinued.

The music program, as stated before, was sponsored by the Civic Councils

a local citizens! organization. The program included ingtrumental music,
band and orchestral instruction. Funds Were‘raised by ‘contributions
made by interestédf personse.

Two Supervisors whose salaries were financed by the Civic Council,
kept up the chorus work in the Elementary schools by visiting each

school once a week,

The Athletic activities were sponsored hy the Ciltizens' organizatioh.
The gate receipts at the games about covered the expense.
Special Physical Education teachers in the Elementary schools had been

dropned the preceding year.

The hardest task that faced this Suverintendent was to select the
thirty nine class room teachers to be dropped. This very unhappy
task had been his the year before when he had to drop nineteen teachers,

and eight Supervisors, now thirty nine more had to go.

I quote from the Superintendent's Annual Report of July 1,193%s

" T cannot commend too highly the very loyal spirit which the teachers
and prineipals have shown this year. While they were still due the

equivalent of nearly two months salary from 1932-1933, and had receiv=

ed nearly a 60% cut in salary at the beginning of thg past year, with

their teaching load made heavier and the school day longer, they have
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put‘forth their best efforts to help us meet the readjustments that have

been made necessary".
Again I quote from the same repoert:

"When the history of Charlotte for the past decade is written, I hope
it will be noted that when the people of the City provided the funds
we devaloped a system of schools that wowld compare favorably with that
of any other city of this size, a system in which, I think, our people ~

tobk considerable pride".

’

Evéry supplementary}activity of our schools, which, with the help
of the Parent- Teacher Associations, the Junior Red Cross, and a numbera
of other organizations, our Board had developed over a period of twenty
years, was discontinued by this Act of the Legislature of 1933. za

We had the status of a very poorly financed rural school with a term

of eight monthse

THE TASK OF REEUILDING
Our task was to start again and rebuild our school system.
On June 5th,1933 , the Board of School Commis=loners of the City of
Charlotte and the Board of Tducation of Mecklenburg County, in joint
session assembled, petitionednthe State School Commission to reestab-
1ish the school district of the City of Charlotte, the district lines
to be coterminus with the boundary linés of thecity, as an Administra-

tive Unit of the State system, for the operation of the city schoolse.

On June 26, 1933 the Executive Secretary of the State Schhbol Comniss-
ion notified the Charlotte Board that the Charlotte Administrative Unit,
as a unit of the State School éystem had been created'by the State School
Commission. The Charlotte Unit would be directly responsible to the

State School Commission according to the laws enacted by thé legisla=-
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ure of 1933.

THE ELECTION OF AUGUST 1933
The School Board immedlately took steps to have an election called
fito gilve the voters of Charlotte an opportimity to authorize the levy
0of a swedéial school tax of a rate not to exceed 20¢ on the 100.00
property valuation.
- The election was held on August 15, 1933. 12,500 voters registered.
A majority of the registered voters were required to vote favérably,in

order to carry the election. The election was lost by 251 votes.

The next year the School Board again took steps to have an election
hel@ on the 19th of May 1934, to give the citizens an opportunity to}vote
for a svecial tax rate of 10¢ on the 100 dc;llars valuation of ﬁropwsrty,
 the income to be used exclusively for supplementing teachers' salaries.

l
3 was
This action was stopped by an injunction, which}\up held by the courts.

S

R
S

For two years our schools operated with this very limited budget and with

. the same program as the rural schools

THE ELECTION OF APRIL 16, 1935

On April 16, 1935 another election was held and the citizens of the
cityzvoted for a special school tax rate of 25¢ on the $100.00 property

~valuation, This election was carried by a good majority.:

THE RESTORATION BEGINS
The teachers salaries were increased from the}naximum of $720.00 to

Ca . maximun of #$1200.00.

The Twelfth Grade was restored and the schools organized again on -
2 six-three~three plan with six years of Elementary schools, three years

1of Junior High schools, and three years of Senior High Schools.

|
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The Minth month was restored to the school term,

BUILDING PROGRAM WITHAE W A,Federal Aid
In the mean time the School Board had taken steps to get a building
program started. At the Septembér 1933,‘meeting of the Board the Finance
Committee was directed to take such steps as were necesséry to obtain
funds through the Public Works Administration of the Federal Govern-

mentrto erect schoolXl/buildings to meet the needs of the city.

The Finance Committee estimated the cost of construction of these build-
ings, together with the cost of school sites,to be $690,000.00,
This apount would »provide modern fire resistive buildings.

The State Department advised the Board that it would be necessary to
obtain the loan through the County Board of Education and the County

Commissioners.

A joint meeting of the%hree Boards was held in the Council Chamber

of the City Hall at a later date.

The City Superintendent insisted that these first units of the
new buildings be of the best construction and of the fire proof type,
for the children of the city, where fire risks were greater than in
the country. The County Superintendent however stated that the cheap
ordinary type of construction, instead of the fire resistive tyve,
vas good enough and could be built at a cost of only$t00,000,00,

This amount was anproved by the County Boards. This accounts for

the very cheap type of buildings erected at that time.

NEW SCHOOL BUIILDINGS
The approved program included the following new bulldingss:
The Lawyers Road School(Midwgod), an eight room school on a~site

purchased for this purpose. The architect was Mr, M. R. Marsh,
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The Bastover School with eight rooms, on a site facing Cherokee Road,
purchased from Mr. E. C. Griffith, at $1,000,00 an acre for the three

acres in this first lot. The Architect was Mr. Louis H., Asbury, Sr.

. The Glenwood School, with eight rooms, on Clay Street, the site

being a part of the old home place of Col. S. B. Alexander.

The High School in Irwin Park, on land previously purchasedby the
Board, which will be referred to later. The Architects were Boyer
and Dail.

Four rooms were added to the Wilhore School building and additional
shops were bullt at Tech. High School.

| FOR THE NEGRO SCHOOLS ‘

A new sixteen room tbuilding to replace the old wooden school house 
was built on Alexander Street, Mr. George Rhodes was the Architect. ;&M

In 1932 the School Board had built a modern brick building to replace
the old Myers Street School, now twelve additional rooms were added. ‘

| In 1931 the School Board had rented from the Episcopal Church their
parish school house and had opened a public school here with Miss‘ Beaulah
Moore as Principal. There were grades l--6.

Now in 1935 a modern fire proéf building with sixteen rooms was
built on a vacant lot owned by the City. On this lot had formerly
been the city barn and stables, before the coming of the agtomobile.
Mr. Wm, Peeps was th= Architect and the building was one of the hest
that‘were built at this time. The Board purchased two additional lots
on the South side of the school yard.

This school was named The Isabella Wyche School in honor of a

. former Principal of the Myers Street School, who had been a recog-

nized leader in the Negro schools. This school was located on the

corner of West Hill and South Poplar Streets.
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Four rooms were added to the Biddlevillé School,

This Superintendent was very happy that now every Negro school
bullding in the city was a modern brick building. -
‘ OTHTR SERVICES DURING THE DEPRESSION
The School Board took advantage of evéry opportunity offered by
the Federal Government and by the Sfate Agencies, to give to the

community the benefit of the educational services available.

Through the financial aid of the C W A we had the services of the
school nurses three month, and through this same fund the janitorial

services were supplemented for a part of the year 1933=193k%.

ADULT CLASSES
A number of classes for adult illiterates were organized and the teachers
were palid by the Government agencies. The classes were conducted under
the suvervision of the city School Board. 7
Mr, Fo T. Selby, Principal of Tech. High Séhool, was Director

of the Vocational programs. Bhis included 123 students in day classes
vho were given courses in Machine Shop, Electricity, and wood workilng,
téxtiles, and Interior Decdrafing.

These classes met the requirements of the Smith-Hughes Act and all
the expehse was met by the State and Federal Vocational Rduwation fund,
| with the exception of $300,00 which was required, to be raised locally.
This $300.,00 was raised by the ladies of the American Legion Auxilary.

The total expense amounted to $1,280,00

Mr. Selby supervised also ten adult classe in four mill centers

one hundred and ten persons were enrolled.

Seven classes in dietetics and food chemistry for student nurses

vere given in the Hospitals.
Federal

While nost of the expense was met from State an%AYocattional funds,
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the program was under the direction of the Charlotte Schqol Board.

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 1933

No school board during the history of the school organization here
had been confronted with as many problems of readjustment as was the
Board of 1933. The common sense point of view and the loyal spirit of
the members of the Board helped to make the best of a deplorable situ-
ation.

This Board of 1933 was composed of the following members:

| Mr. Frank H. Kennedy, Mrs. W. C. Mitcham, Mrs. James Boyce Hunter,

Mr. 8. A. Van Bvery, Mr. H, B. Benoit, Rev. John Long Jackson and
i}i. John S. Gaul.
. Mr. Prank H. Kennedy was Chairman, and

Mr. H. B, Benoit was Chairman of the Finance Committee.

PRINCIPALS OF THE NiW SCHOOLS
The new bulldings were}readyvfor the opeming of school in Septem—
ber 1935.
For the Fastover School Miss Daphne Ransom was made Princinal.
Miss Ransom came to Charlotte in September 1922, and was on the teachinh
staff of Tech. High School when it was opened in September 1922,
She taught English and was Studeﬁt Advisor for the Senior Class

spirit
for thirteen years. She helped to build the finerf the Vocational School

as it vas called then, from the beginning.

The High regard the students had for her is indicated in the dedi-
cation of the first volume of the School Annual, "THE TECHNIQUE", issued
in 1929. | | |

, ‘ ~ "DEDICATED TO MISS DAPHNE RANSOMM

Tt is to you and whét you have stood for and what you have meant

to us and to Tech. High Séhool, that we in love, adoration, and high

respect dedicate this the first volume of the Technique".
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"ay 1t.ever keep strong the tiés of love and comradship. that binds
US"o |

(8igned)
"THE SENICR CLASS OF 1929%,

As principal of the Eastover School, Miss Ransom, now Mrs. Daphne
Ransom Long, during the fourteen years of my administration, won and
kept the very loyal support of the parents of that‘community.

Her patrons have responded in a wonderful way to her leadership.

. Her Parent-Teacher ASsociation has always been very active , and has
contributel much to the improvement of facillities and to the enlargemeﬁt
of Fastover School.. | |

Thé Principal of Midwood School

Mrs. BEva H. Burch was transferred from the principalship of Parks
Hutchison school to be Principal of the new Midwood school. |

Whenhhe‘Parks Hutchson school was completed in 1924 Miss Fannie
Eaton was made Principal of the school and serVed until May 29. 1931,
when she resigned to be married. | |

Mrs.Burch who was then teaching a Sixth Grade in the Dilworth
school was made Principal of the Parks Hutchson school to succeed Miss
Eaton, beginning with the school term 1931-1932.  She served until
1935 and was then transferred to Midwood school, '

She has successfully gulded the growth of her school from an eight
teacher school to a school at this time of twenty three teachers.

She has had the very strong support of her Parent-Teacher Association.

To succeed Mrs. Burch at Parks Hutchison school in 1935, Miss
Pattie Lee Biggers was promoted from a Sixth grade at Elizabeth School,

- Miss Biggers was a graduate of Randolph-Macon College and had been

a very efficient and popular teacher. Shg%erVed most successfully

e ——
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at Parks Hutchson. She developed a school spirit in hérﬁommunity

and directed the efforts of her P, T. A. to improve her school.

When Miss Willis was transferred from Bethune School in 1948 to the

principalship of the Elizabeth school, Miss Biggers, now Mrs, Frank
McGee, was promoted to the principalship of the Bethune school;
She has served in all of these c‘apacities with effiehency. She

e .
has always bemn very popular with her patrons and her co-workers.

To succeed Mrs. McGee at Parks Hutchisbn school Mrs. Cornelia

Wearn Henderson was made Principal. Mrs, Henderson was a graduate of

the University of North Carolina. She had done outstanding work with
N@irsery schools conducted by the Government during the war yearse.

After the war she became a teacher of Social Studies at Central High

School, She served as Princival of the Summer School in 1949

She has been very successful as Principal of the Parks Hutchison

school.

The Pr'incipal 0f Glenwood School
To be Princinal of the new Glenwood school Mrs. Edith Croom Werts

was promoted from a tea‘ching position 1n the Elementary schools.

Mrs. Werts did a good job in organizing .‘the new school and served

unthl 1938, when she resigned.

Miss Lols Bell was promoted from a teaching position in the Dilworth
school to succeed Mrs. Werts as Principal of the Glenwood school.
Miss Bell has be#n active and efficient in directing the growth of

her school and in developing a very loyal community school spirite.

Principal of Isabella Wyche School

Miss Beulah Moorewho had been Principal of the Hill Street school
She

was continued as Principal of the new Isabella Wyche school.

has served well all through the years, both as teacher and as Principal.
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IRWIN PARK PURCHASED

While walking from Fairview School to Zeb. Vance School, through
Irwin Pgrk one day in 1926, I found in Irwin Park between the creek
and the cemetery, a level plot of ground, part of the Park, which

was large enough to be the site of a school building.

Here, I thought, is the solution, of the much discussed problem
of locating a High Schoogto serve the Fourth Ward and the Western

section of the city.

- Miss Florence Jamison, Principal of the Zeb. Vance School, after see=-
ing the lot , agreed with me.
Dr. N, L. Engelhardt enroute to Atlanta, stopped in Charlotte.

I took him to see Irwin Park. He said "This 1s one of the prettiest

High School sites in the South".

After the School Board members saw the grounds, it was decided to lo-
- cate the High School here, 'if the property could be bought.
In order to get a clear title to the Park land it was necessary to get
a quit claim release from all of the residents who had bought or built
homes on Irwin Avenue or on streets adjacent to or in the‘viainity of
the ?ark, since Irwin Park had been declared Irwin Park on the city
map. ‘

Mr. Walter Pratt, President,and Mr, R. C. McNanus, Vice President

of Irwin Place Inc. and other citizens of the communoety obtained the

reqiiired signatures.

On September 14, 1926 the School Board received from Irwin Place Inc.
Mr. R, C. McManus, Vice Prewident, an agreement to sell the park land
of approximately fifteen acres for #$45,000.00. On January 31,1926

the Board received a confirmation of the sale from Irwin Place Inc.
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by Mr, Walter Pratt, President,

Sometime later The P.&N. Rail Road Co. purchased from the School

Board 1.16 acres next to the creeck for the sum of $3,392.00,

At that time funds were not available to budld the School housei.

The building of the High School here was part of the building program
of 1934-1935 mentioned before.

The first unit of the building was ready for the opening of school

in September 1935, with a Principal and sixteen teachers.

Mr. J. R. Hawkins Made Principal |
Mr. J. R. Hawkins was made Principal, He had been a teacher and
an Assistant to Dr. Garinger, Principal of Central High School, since
1932,

Mr. Hawkins has made a very efficient Principal and has won the
strong support and cooperation of his patrons in the development of .
his school,.

e has been active in city-wide campaigns for bond issues and other
progressive movements in the school life of the city.

Under his wise administration {:he, school has grown continuously.
The building has been enlarged to more than double its original size.
. He has now a faculty of more than forty teachers. The school is a

Junior-Senior High school, with Grades Seven through Twelve.

SCHOOL NAMED HARRY P, HABDIHG HIGH SGHOPL
Soon after the school was organized the Presidents of the Parent-
Teacher- Associations of all of the Elementary schools that were send-
ing children to this sch‘ool, under the leadership of Miss James Boyce
Hunter, President of P. T. A, of the nevi school, presented a petition

to the School Board asking that the new school be named "The Harry P.

|
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Harding High School',
The Superintendent advised the Board that it was a dangefous thingv
to name a school for a living school Superintendcnt for many reasons.
The Board after taking the matter under consideration granted the

request in their petitiony and the school was so named.

BUIIDING PROGRAM OF 1937
On the first Tuesday in November 1936 the citizens of the city
authorized a bond issue of $584%,860,00.
The allotment for the extension program for each school was as -
fbllows: |
Hardlng High School Additional class rooms and gymnasium $121,000,00
Equipment 10,615.00

Piedmont Junior High School, Additional class rooms and
Gymnasium - $73,750.00
Equipment 5,285.00

Central High School, Music Building, Field House and
~ Additional Class rooms ‘ $68,750. 00
Equipment . 4,415.00

Dilworth Elementary School, Additional class rooms, and

Change in Auditorium : $60,750.00
Equipment 5,480.00
Villa Helvhts Schodl, Additlonal Class rooms and Auditorium @3§ ggg gg.
Equipment 54%3%/ ‘
Tech. High School, Gymnasium $25,000.00
Equipment 4,875.00
Fence 1,600.00
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Midwood Elementary School Addition to Buildixig $18,000.00
‘. Equipment 1,780.00

~ .

Isabella Wyche School, Additions to Building and'Cafeteria $75,000.00

Equipment 5,000.00

Additional Land 5,140, 00

BiddlevilleElementary School, )Addi't‘ional Rooms AAd | $15,750,00
KAFLESLIME/ Equipment 1,305.00

Additional Land 2,000.00

Falrviev Element.ary School, Annex and Auditorium ' %gg{ggg{gg
Equipment | . 9,075.00

TOTAL $584,860.00

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 1935

The School Board of 1935 was the same as in 1933 with one exception,
Mr. H, J. Allison took the place of Rev. John Long Jackson who 4id not

ruan for election, Mr Jackson had served flve and one half Years.

D, H. HILL SCHOOL CLOSED, 1937

The additional rooms at the Dilworth school made possible the closing
o the D. H. H1ill school (The 01d South School), The attendance h‘id‘
been gréwing smaller as the business section of the city encroach_ed‘ on
the residential section. At the end of the school year in 1937 the
school was discontinued.

So ended as a School building the first home of Charlottg Graded
School, organized here in 1882. |

The building was built in 1858,




# 134

WEST CHARLOTTE NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL

To relieve the crowded conditions in the Second Ward High School

and to relieve Fairview and Biddleville Schools of the Seventh Grades,
it was decided to build a High School in the Western section of the city.
The Board in 1938 purchased ten acres of 1and‘on the Beatties Ford
Road, just beyond, but adjacent to ,the city limits for a site for a new
Negro High School.
The land was bought from Thad Tate for the sum of $5,000,00.,
On this lot was built the first unit of a modern, fire resisi'ive,
’brick bullding, for a High Schoal. It was known as the West Charlotte ‘
High School. In the building program of 1936-'37 $75,000,00 for the

‘building $5,000,00 for the site, and $1,305.00 for eqiiipment, had
been allotted. The Architect was Mr. Charles Connelly.

When the Board was negotiating for the purchase of the site, the
Superintendent was directéd to approach Thad Tate, for whom all of

the citizens of the city had great respect, with a proposal to name the

new HEgh School "The Thad Tate High School" in his honor if he would
donate the ter{a:cres for the site. He asked for a night to think it

over. The next morning he said "Mr. Harding, I will take the $5,000.00,"

Thad Tate was not only a good busihess man and a good citizen, but

he wanted no honors that he had to buy.

¥Mr., Clinton L. Blake who had long been a teacher in the Second Ward
High School and was prominent in the community, was made Principal.‘
He has served most efficiently since thafc» time, An auditorium and a

cafeteria were added in 1947,

Twelfth Grade Added

In September 1937 the Twelfth Grade was added to the Negro ngn ' \/

Schools and they then had three years of Junior High and three of Seniors




PHYSICAL ET:)UCfx’i‘IOExT AYD ATHLETICS, (Continued)
, 1933--=--1949

During the depression years the éitizens of the city, the Parent-
Teacher Associations, and other citizen organizations, the Principals,
Teachers and pupils tried ih many an(:l wonderful ways to make up for the
actlvities that our School Board was unable to finance.

Reference has been made of the ‘financial help of the Citizens!
League in keeping the music program going.

A citizens® organization as early as 1927 had helped .finance the
kthﬁle‘tic programns in the High schools. With this hélp, the Athletic
and Bhysical Education programs were continued in the iunior and ‘Senior
High Schools, during these depression years.

Mr. Walter Skidmore continued as coach of foot ball at Central during
1933-"3%. Members of the faculty coached the other sports.

During 1934%-'35 Mr. James Wirt DeArmon was teacher of HMathematics
and foot ball coach at Central. Mr. John Pursee coached the base ball,
and Mr. Francis Boyd was I:rack coache

The special school supnlement voﬁed in 1935 made i1t possible to

begin the Physical Bducation Program again.

MR. ROBERT ALLEN, DIRECTOR OF PHYSTICAL ED. AND ATHLETICS
Mr. Robert Allen was elected Director of Physical Education
and Athletics for the school system in 1935.  Mr. Allen directed

the program for seven years, until 1942.

During 1935-'38 Miss Margaret Moore was Phys. Bd. Teacher and coach
for zirls' spobts at Central High School. She was succeeded by Miss
Hevis Mitchel in 1938-'39. Mr. Allen was assisted in 1936-'37 by MNr.
Thomas I. Brown and Missg Lucille VWard.

At Central High School Mr. Vincent Bradford assisted as foot ball

coachh, and remained as foot ball coach until 19L§’+-
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He aiso served as coach of the Track team,
During 1938-'39 Mr. James Boylston was llne coach and base ball, and
foot bhall coach.

GYMNASTUMS AT TECH., At PIEDMONT JR. HICH acd At HARDING
HIGH SCHOOLS N

During 1936-~'37 gymnasiums were built at Piedmont Junior High Sc‘hoool,\\
at Tech. High School and at Harding High Schoolf. }
Beginning with 1937 special Physical Education teachers and Athletic /

coaches were employed for these schools. | , /

' HADDIHgG HIGH SCHOOL ‘ |

Mr. Marvin Ray‘and Miss Annie Mae Smith were at Harding High school
during 1937-'38., Miss Smith continued as Physical Education teacher
in this school until 19%1. Mr. Marvin Ray resigned to become Park
and Play Grounds Director for the Cihty.

For the years 1939-'42 Mr. Allen Powers coached the foot ball teams
and Mr. Paul Edwards, Soc. Science teacher, coached the boys' basket
ball. ) |

Tn 194%1-%2 Mr, Bugene Bricklemyer was Phys. Ed. teacher and coach
for boys and Miss Edna Gibson for the girls.

In 194%3-'44 Mr. Howard Baker was Phys. Ed. teacher and coach for
boys and Miss Margaret Hardee for Girls , at Harding High school.

Tn 1945 Mr. E. P. Faulkner was elected Director of Phys. Ed. and
Atheletics, and coached basket ball.  Mr. Pasco Gettle coached foot
ball and Miss Marilyn Craig was Phys. Ed. and coach for the girls.

In 1948-149, vith Mr. E. P. Faullner as Director, Mr. David Harris Jr.

vas Phys. Ed teacher and coach for foot ball, and Mrs. Marilyn C.

Hendrix was Phys. Ed. teacher and coach for girls.

ALEXANDER GRAHAM JR, HIgH SGHOOL




- PHYSICAL ED. AND ATHLETICS AT
ALRXAVDER GRAHAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

During 1929 a gymnasium, part of the West wing, had been built at
Alexander Graham Junior High School. For the year 29-'30 Mr, William
Craver and Miss Suzan Creech were the Physical Education teachers and
coaches of Athletics.

Tor the school year 1936-'37 Mr. {J. K. Davis and Miss Ruth Mooré
were Physical Education teachers and Athletic coaches at this school.
Mr. Vernon Bridges succeeded Mr. Davis and Miss Phyllis Tisdale

followed Miss Moore. ,

In 1944 Mr. John S. Staton was Phys Ed. teacher and coach, and Miss
Hilda Scott Phys. Ed. teacher and coach for girls. ‘Miss Scott has
continued in this position until this time,19%9.

Mr. George P. Powell followed Mr. Staton and is now in that position.

TECH, HIGH SCHOOL AND PIEDMONT JUNIOR ﬁIGH

At Tech. High and Piedmont Juniolr High Schools Miss Mildred
Barger and Mr. Henry Madden were the Phys. Ed. teachers and Athletic
coaches. They divided time between the two schoolsy in 1o4k= L5,

The next year 1945-'46 Mr. Ralph Mc;Millan and Miss Dorothy God-
bold were Phys. Ed. teachers and coaches at these schools.

In 1946-'47 Mr, Carroll Hambright succeeded Mr. McMillan, and Miss
Patricia Seabrook followed Miss Godbold.

In 1948-'49 Mr. Hambright and Miss Mary H. McIntyre were the Phys.
Ed teachers at Tech. High Schools 7. ’Edelman vas
At Piedmont Jynior High this year 1948-149 Mr, Irvingil
and Miss Prince Nufer, teacher of

Phys. Ed., teacher and coach for boys,

History, was Phys. Ed. teacher and coach for girlse

AT CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
Mr Robert Allen who had been Director of Phycs:Lcal Rducation for the
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for the school system and coach at Centrai since 1935, resigned, in 1942,
lr. Wm. D. Brannin was elected Director of Phys.Ed. and coach for |

Central High School to succeed Mr. Allen. Mr. Vincent Bradford and

Miss Mabel D, Smith remained in their positions at Central,

In 1946-'47 Mrp, Brannln ‘had Mr. Stanley Cropley as line foot ball
coach and basket bhall coach for boys. Mr. Art Diremer was Assistant
coach. Miss Marjorle Gahriel was Phys. Ed, teacher and coach for
girls. Mr. Heman W. Faulkner was track coach.

In 1947 Miss Frances Whitmire succeded Miss Gabriel. The other

members of the staff were still at Central at the end of 1948-'49,

PHYSICAL TDUCATION IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOCLS

In 1939 under the leadership of Mr, Charlesi[Stone private funds
-were raised to supvlement funds of the City Parkﬁmd Recreation Board
so as to ptovide fifteen play centers including nine school centers
for children who were not able to go to a Camp. Mr. Stone was
Chairman ofl the Board. Mr. Ma:évin Ray who had been Director of
Physical Education at Harding High School, was elected Director of
Parks ad Play @rounds for the city.

- After fhe depression of ’1931-‘35 no Physical Education teachers
vere employed for the Elementary schools until 1947,

Mr. Robert Allen gave some direction to the school play programs
| but the teachers and Principals for the most part worked out their own
Physical Education and play programs.

In the Dilworth SchoollMiss Sara Southerland who had been a teacher
in the school gave a great deal of her time during the fall of 19k
‘and spring of 1945 with out pay most of the time. The Parent-Teauher
Association came to the rescue whem Miss Southerland was offered a
position elsewhere and paid her a salary for part of the year, and the

next year 191%5 ~ho the P. T. Associations od Dilworth and Wilmore
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Elementary schools emplayed her to divide time between the two schools.

- In 19%7 the School Baz#d provided funds for three Physical Educa-

tion teachers for the white Elementary schools and one for the Negro

schools.

Miss Sara Southerland was made Director of Physical Education for
tae citl Elementary schools. Miss'Lbu Helen Cook and Miss Gladys E.
Wood for the wﬁite schools,and Miss Grace‘L. Coley for the Negro schools
were employed. |

For next year 1949-'50 The P. T. Association U4 of Myers Park
School and the P, T. Association of Eastover school ha&e made plans |
to employ full time teachers of Phys. Education and Play Ground Direct-
ors for their respnective schools.

Miss Jané'Fitch has been engaged for Myers Park schoocl and Miss

Kathryn McKay for Eastover.

Miss Sara Southerland, Director of Phys. Bducation in the Elementa-

ry schools, began as a regular teacher in the Dilworth in September 13

1929, and served until 1938. She was out during the years 1943-'L7,

but was employed part of the time,as was stated,at Dilworth and Wilmore
schools, Miss Southerland has an A. B. Degree from Agnes Scott College

and an A. M, Degree from the University of North Carolina.

In the Negro Hgih Schonls the physical Education teachers and the

Athleticrcoaches have come from the‘facglty.

At SBcond Ward Mr. Oscar W. Clarke was athletic coach during %943—'%4.
armer

A gymnasium was built at Second Ward School in 1948, Mr. Donald'GéﬂZé#‘

and Miss Alice Godley have been the teachers of Phys. Education and

athletic coaches during the year 1948-'49,

At West Charlotte High Mr, T. M. Martin and Mr. J.‘ K. Colston R teachers
in the High School have assisted with the coaching and Physical Ed. pro-
grams. Mr, Simon J. DeVane and Miss M. A. Blake have been part time

Physical Ed. teachers ahd .coaches,
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SCHOOL BOARD OF 1937

| After the city election of 1937 the School Board was composed of
the following persons:
Dr. John S. Gaul, Y}} iigg@ggt Spaugh, Mr. S. A. Van Every, Mr. H. B,
Benoit, Mr. Frank Wéjélfxéf‘iﬁézﬁéz’z, Mrs. G. S. Horne, and Mrs. W. C,
Mitcham,
Dr. John S. Gaul was Chairman.

Worthington ‘

Mr. Frank Ybéiﬁ/dé/f‘/i,&‘;é/ﬁ,él‘l was Chairman of the Finance Committee,

Under the admmlstration of this Board the buildlng progggm,]ggZorded
above, was ordered and supervised.

We. A, RICHARD ATHLETIC PARK
‘ High

In 1938 the athletic field at Hardingj\was graded and a beginning
made to make it usable for games. Mr; Worthington of the School
Board used his influence to make this possible, At the same time
a culver was built over the stream flowing through the school grounds.

Ten years later in 1948 the School Board offered to duplicaté any
fundsthat might be raised by the citizens and students, not to exceed
§10,000.00, inprder to make it a first class athletic field,

Mr. W. A. Richard undertook the task of raising the funds. Through -
his efforts about -‘Zi‘:lE,OOO.bO was realized, and the Board appeopriated
the promised %$10,000.00. With this total amount of $25,000,00 the
 present athletic field was built., The School Board named it "THE W.A.
RICHARD ATHLETIC PARK", in honor of Mr. Richard who for a long time

had been a very active friend of the schools.

SCHOOL BOARD OF 1939 .
The School Board of 1939, after the city election, was composed of

the following memberss

Mr. Frank S. Worthington, Chéirman, Dr. L. Dale Arthur, Mrs. G. S.
d Thigpen,

Horne, Mrs. W. @. Mitcham, Rev. Herbert Spaugh, Mr. Richar

and Mr. John Fletcher, Chairman of the Finance Committee.
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lir. Worthington, who held an official position with the Southern Rail-
Road, was transferred by his Company to andther city, and resigned his
nembership on the School Board on October 16, 1940, Dr. L. Dale Arthur

was elected Chairman of the Board to succ%/@ him.

THE SCHOOLS! DEFENSE BFFORT, WORLD WAR II.
The National Defense Administration began using the shops at Tech, High

School during the suumer of 1940, to train mechanics for National Defense.

During 1941-'42 and for more than three years thereafter, the shops
at Tech. High were in operatuion continuously from 2 A, M, NMonday until
9 P, M, Saturday$. Adult classes began immediately after the close of 24
each school day. ‘

Mr, F. T. Selby, Principal of Tech. High was Supervisor of the work
and of the adult training classes. He was under the general supervision

of the City School Board and the Na‘tional Defense Administration.

A Cadet Corps was organized at Central High School by Captain Charles

J. Turpie and members of the American Legion.

A Victory corps was organized and drilled by the teacher of Physical

BEducation and Athletic Coach at Tech. High Schools

Trade Extension Night Schools |

In order to replace the men who were called to arms, Trade Extension

Night Schools were organiz‘ed to train adults in b\ookkeeping, short hand,

and Office Bractice., Fifty four classes with 609 adults enrolled ’were

organized the first year.:

Nursery Schools

Many Nurséry schools to care for children of working mothers Were:'organ-

ized in the school buildings and in other vacant rooms in the city.
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Mrs. Cornelia Wearn Henderson supervised both of these projects,

under the direction ‘o'f Miss Mabel‘Bacon, District Supervicor.
Mrs,Hendersoywas later promoted to the position of Distriet Supervisor

to succeed Miss Bacon who, too .had-been promoted. - -

]

These projewts were financed largely by the Federal WPA Agency, but

for certain vrojects the funds weee matched by the local 8chool Board,

“

-

and the whole program was under the sunervision of the School Board.

L4

The National Youth Association
In 1939-'40 the National Youth Association, (NYA) gave financial aid to
seventy five boys and giels/ that they might continue in school . The

sum of $2,700.40 was contributed this year.

PARENTS COOPERATIVE
Let me repeat that all through the depression and war years the parents
were wonderfully helpful in giving the sthools a great deal of their time
and effort in order to keep the schools as nevarly up to standard 'as
pbssible. Tn some of the Elementary-schools parents served in the libra-
ries, performing all the duties of a regular librarian, without expense

to the School Board.

Waste paper drives were held in most of the schools to pI‘OVlde funds

for certain school materials.
Such funds were used to provide phonpgraphs and records for use in the

music appreciation courses, and to provide projectors and Visual Educa-
tion materials.

At Bastover school funds were cleared from the paper drivasrgitggnloy

a svecialls% in speech, Art, Phys. Educatlon, including games, Thyhhm

dancing and music, one day in each week during 191+5-'46-
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After the city election in May, 1941,the School Board was composed
of the following members:

Dr. L. Dale Arthur, Mr. M, E. Lake, Mr. R. E. higpen, Mr. Roy L.
Smart, Rev. Herbert Spaugh, Rev. Leslie Frerking, and Mr Charles
Lembeth. | |

Dr. L. DaleiArthur was Chairman.

¥r. R, B. Thigpen was Chairman of the Finance Committee,
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THE BUILDING PROGRAM OF 1941

On August 1lst, 1941 a fire at Midwood school damage_d‘ the class rooms
in the North wing of the building.
During the school year 1941-'42 an auditorium and additional class

rooms were built at Midwood school and new rooms replaced the section that

had been burned,

During this same year an auditorium and additional class rooms were

built at Eastover school, and additional land was purchased.

During the Christmas holidays of 1942 a fire at Villa Heights school -
destroyed a large section of the main building. This was replaced during
the year 1943, | | |

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 1943-'45
After the May election of 1943 the following persons composed the Schoo}.
Board: Dr. L. Dale Arthur, Mr. Marshal E. Lake, Rev. Herbert Spaugh,
Mr. Roy L. Smart, Rev. Leslie F. Frerking, Mr. R.» E. Thigpen, and Mr.
Charles Lambeth., :
Chairmanof the Board, Dy. L..Dale Arthur.

Chairman of the Finance Committee, Mr. R. E. Thigpen.

Soon after the election Mr, Lambeth, an officer in the Naval Reserves,
was called into service, and was granted leave of absence ¥f fie ZEUASL
by the School Board. Later,in February, Hr. Lambeth resigned as a member

of the Board. Mr. J. E. Burnsﬂzde‘ was elected to succeed him.

IR, DUNLAP SUCCEZDS MR. BLACKBURN

In 1944 Mr. John M. Dunlap was appointed Business Manager of the Board
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to succeed lMr. Charles Blackburn who had resigned, ,

ir. Otto Dahlem,a teacher in the Piedmont Junior High School, succeeded
ir. Dunlap as Pri_ncipal of that school. Mr., Dahlem served only one
yvear and was followed by Mr. James D, Gault, beginning with the year
1945-146, He was serving in this position at the élose of this admin-

istration in 1949,

In the spring of 1945 two Committees of the Board were anpointed by the

 Board to study the needs of the schools of Charlotte.
One Committee to study instructional service was composed of Dr. L.

ale Arthur, Mr. R. E. Thigpen, Dr. Herbert Spaugh, and Mr. J. E. Burn-

The other Committee to study building needs was composed of the fol-

lowing members, Mr. Marshal E. Lake, Mr. Roy L. Smart, and Rev. Leslie

=}

. Frerking.

The first committee secured Dr. Hblland Holton of the Department of Bdu-

cation of Duke University, to spend a week in the Charlotte sghools and

7' make recommendations to the Board.

The second Committee provided the data which was used in planning the

building, and the bond election,of 1946.

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 1945 _ |
The School Board after the May election in 1'9%5 was composed of the

following members: '
Rev. Herbert Spaugh, Rev. Leslie F. Frerking, Mr. J. BE. Burnside, Héf.
VELTLA AL/ PLELYLAE, Mr. M. E. Lake, Mr. Brock Barkley, Mrse. Francis 0.‘

larkson, and Mr. R. M. Mauldin.

ir. M. E. Lake was elected Ghairman.

fr, R. M. Mauldin was Chairman of the Finance Comnitfee.
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Mr. Lake resigned his chairmanship on May 1%, 1946. and Mr. Brock
Barkley was elected Chairman of the Board.
At the Annual meeting ih 1945 Dr. E, H. Garinger was elected Associated
Superintendent, and assigned to give spedial attention to the Junior and.

Senior High Schools.

Dr. Garinger had been principal of Central High School since 1921, as

has been stated.

Mr. Johm Otts who had been Supervisor of Instruwtion in the Spartan-

burg, 5. C. schools, was elected Principal of Central High School.

SPECIAL TAX INCREASED FRCOM 25¢ to 50¢.
On Ap:il 15, 1946 an election was held to increase the tax rate for
schools. The election was carried and the School Board authorized to

levy a tax not to exceed 50¢ on the $100.00 property valuation.

This made it possible for the Schoocl Board to double the amount of the

local supplemsnt and therefore to greably enriched the school program.
SCHOOL BOND ELECTION OB1946

On April 23, 1946 a bond election was carried in Charlotte and Meck-
lenburg County to authorize the issuahce of bonds to the amount of

$3,980,000.00 for the purchaséng of school sites and the building of

school houses.,

Mi‘. Brock Barkley, Chairman of the City School Board was made Campaign
anager or Director. His well organized plans and efforts resulted in
he victory. | ‘ |
At the School Board meeting of ¢f April 29,1946, Mr. Barkley intro-
‘uced a resolution extending the thanks of the Board to Mrs. LeRoy Dulin,

iresiden"c of the P. T. A. Council, and to Mrs. Hoke Bullard and Mrs.

7. Watkins, Members of the Council; and to Mr. Hal Tribble of the
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‘Bastover School,- Five class rooms, storage room and toilet rooms.

#0146

- Charlotte Observer, Mr., Dick Young of the Charlotte News, and practically

torevwry civic club in the city, for the help given during the campaign,
This indicated how well Mr. Barkley had organized his forces prior

to the election.

A resolution of the Board expressed the thanks of the Board to Mr. Bark-

ley for his own personal effort and for his well organizéd‘campaign.

' BUIIDIFG PROGRAM OF 1946-1949

The funds made available by the Béﬁd election of April 23, 1946 provid-
ed’ for an extensive building program. : :

Dr, N. L. Engelhardt of New York was engaged as Architect and Buildigg

Consultant, and Mr. Howard Duval was embloyed as Supervising Construc-

tion Engineer,

The program included the following projectss |
Alexander Graham Junior High School,- Modernization with reference to

roof, floors, and plumbing and heating facilities.
Bethune School,- A new cafeteria. -

Central High School,-New field house.

Glenwood School,-Four class rooms, cafeteria, library, storage room,

and tolilet rooms.

Harding High 8chool,~ New Library and a cafeteria. i

Hidwwod School,- Three class rooms, Visual Educatioh room and imptove-

ment of the heating plant.

Myers Park Elementary School,- Auditorium and cafeteria.




Charlotte Tech. High School,- Cafeteria, an enlarged auditbrium, an

improved gymnasium, and music building,

Wilmore School,=- Auditorium, cafeteria, one class room, and Nurses! room.
Isabella Wyche School,- Cafe’;eria, en?.a:cged library, and four class rooms.
Second Ward High School,~Library and gymnasium.

W, Charlotte High School,- Auditorium and cafeteria.

Biddleville Elementary School,- Auditorium, cafeteria, and three class

roomse.

CITY LIMITS EXTENDED
On April 28, 1947,by a vote of the neople,the city limits were extend-
ede This brought into the city considerable new territory and a large
number of children to attend the city schools. ,
The extent of this expansion of the city territory is showg‘; on the
map prepared by Mrs. Lillian Hoffman, and with her permission!is filed

N
vith this report.:

Engelhardt, Engelhardt and Leggett , School Consultants of ew York,
vere employed to make a survey and récdommend school sites in the new
ﬁerritory. | |

The State School Commission had approved the extension of the limits
of the Charlotte School Administrative Unit to be coterminus with the
boundaries of'the city, to be effectiwe January lst, 1948,

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 1947,
ifter the city election of May 1947 the School Board was composed of
the following memberss: Mr. Brock Barkley, Mrs, F. 0. Clarkson, Mr. R. Mo

lauldin, Tr. Herbert Spaugh,Mr. Murry Atkins, Mr., J. H. Gleny,and Mr.
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F. 0. Roberts.
¥ro. J. Murrey Atkins was elected Chairman of the Board.

r, Re M. Mauldin waes Chairman of the Finance Committee.

ADDITIONAL LAWD FOR SCHOOL YARDS
fastover School,- Additional lots on Perrin Place, in the rear of the

school yard, were purchased.

Villa Heights School,~ The Board authorized the purchase of two lots
| ~adjacent to Villa Heights school yard at a cost
of $250.00 each. ‘

Myers Street Elem. School,~ The School Board authorized the purchase
of two lots adjoining the Myers Street Schodl
yard, one with frontage of W4.5 ft. on lyers
Street and with a depth of 193 ft.;
the other in the rear with approximately 86.3
ft. X 101 £t, For which the Board agreed to
pay Mrs. Caroline F. Marshall the sum of $7,500.00

Second Ward High School,~- In order to make room for a gymnasium at the €§R .
Second Ward High School, the Board at the meeting. }
on April 9th, 1948, authorized the purchase of '
the lot at 510 S. Mmers Street, the price to

be 45,000,00. | | |
Chantilly Elementary School,- A tract of land #n the N. E, section
| of the city, between Briar Cresk and Briar Creek
road, containing seventeen acres, more or less,
was purchased frqm Mr, Dwight Phillips for approx-
imately.%16,500.QO. Also one parcei of land

62% ft. on Commonwealth Ave., extending back to

creek or to the school property; and one




' Chantilly School, (Continued)

Asheraft,

a site for a High School in the Northern section

y= one parcel of land with 50 ft. fronting
Commonwealth Ave. and extending back to
creek or the property line, the two parcels

of land to cost apnroximately $1,750.00,

On this property a modern Tlementary school building was erected in

1949,  Mr. M. R. Marsh was the Architect.

Park Road School,- A tract of land containing approximately twenty four

acres ofnland, on or near Park Road, in the Southern

section of the city, was purchased from Mr. H. G.

On this land was planned a modern Ele-

mentary school, Mr., Charles Connelly was the Architect.
Plans for this building had been approved at the end of

the school year 1949,

WYERS PARK HIGH SCHOOL,- Approximately seventy five acres of land near
the Myers Park Club property, in the southern
section od the city was purchased from Mr. and
Mrs. W. S. Tate, for approximately $90,000.00.
In order to adjust the boundary lines the Board

exchanged 2.39 acres of this land, with the
Myers Park Club, for 3.15 acres of land owened by
the Club. ‘ |

On this land a modern High School was planned.
Norman Pease & Co. were the Architects. Plans
for the first unit had been approved at the end
of the school year, 1948-140,

EASIWAY HIGH AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS,- Approximately 24 acres, at a cost

$24,000,00 was purchased from Mr. Mason Wallace,as
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f the city , to be built some time in the future.

Another large tract was purchased from Mr. LeRoy Dulin on which would

e puilt a Junior High School for this section in the future.

The fol i ] i
lowing projects were in process of construction at the close

of the school year, 1949

Falrview School,- A cafeteria.
Alexander Street School,- A cafeteria.
Morgan School,- Cafeteria and fire tower.

1.
HMyers Street School,- A Cafeteria.

. ITMPROVED LIGHTING FOR OLD SCHOOLS

The sum o¥ $50,000.,00 was appropriated by the School Board for the

purpose of installing new and better 1ighting systems in the old schools.

¥r. Duval was in charge of this project, and was given two years in

which to complete the work. A very decided improvement had been made

at the end of the first yeale

CAFETERIAS AW LUNCH ROOMS

Science ‘ .
In 1912 when the Domestic&[:aboratory on the third £1oor of the uigh

Ninth and Brevard Streets, Was

School huilding, on the cornér of E.
ss room wWas nade into a d

Miss Frances Ra

built, an adjacent cla ining roOm.

The purpose was ©o give the girls in

experience in serving mealse
a was cooked by the class, and soue members of the

g were the guests to

The food serve
pe served. The price

faculty and some student

was 25¢ for each person serveds -
actice to gerve hot 1unches &0 pupllis

This was the beginning of the PT

at school,

e interested and waere

The Parent- Teacher Asr\sqog,gtionfs later becaml

y's cooking clazsges
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strong advocates for a well balanced meal, as well as a warm lunch fér

the pupils as a matter of good health.

When the West wing of the Alexander Graham High School was built the
Sunerintendent asked the Board to finish the basement and make it into
a calfeteria or lunch rpom. He was not able to impress the ‘Board, but
a few wecks later the Paremt-Teacher Association asked for a special
hearing to consider this matter and took a committee to view the
situation. ‘

The School Board heard the voice of the people, and as a result the
first cafeteria or lunch room was built in the basement of the Alexander -
Graham High School.

Miss Margaret Rogers,Assistant Teacher of Home Economics,was made

manager in September 1921.

When Central High School was opened in February 1922 Mrg, Placide
framer Hall, now Mrs. Wekhorn Colquit, was made manager of the cafeteria

in that school,

The cafeteria at Alexander Graham School during the first two years

showed a conéiderable deficit.

At Central High School fhe cafeterlia was paying expenses and showing
some profit with which to buy equipment. The School Board asked Mrs.
Hall to take over the management of Central High School cafeteria and
of the Alexander Graham Junior ﬁigh School cafeteria. Mrs. Hall

succeeded Miss Rogers in September 1923,

When Piedmont Junior High School was opened in 1925, the cafeteria
Was placed under the geheral nianagement of Mrs. Hall,

Mrsg Marion Hinson was her very able Assistant at Pied mont and IMrs.
loss Tingley at Central. They were both good managers.,
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Under Mrs. Iial].%good sunervision there was never a deficit, on the
,ontr’ary enough surplus was realized to nrovide steam tables and other
quipment at Central High and at Admxander Graham Junior Hgih schools.

The cafeteria at Alexander Graham Junior High School had been enlarged

nd improved in the mean time.

Mrs, Hall,who had married Mr. Velborn Colquit, served as General
anager of the cafeterias until Septemier 19%%, During all this time

rs.Colguit served under, and was responsible to,; the Business Manager of

ne School Board.

At Tech. High School the cafeteria was under the general control
f the Princinal. Mrs. Selby had the supervision. The cafeteria was ‘

ry successful in every way.

At Harding High School the cafeteria was managed by the ‘-Principal

d he assumed the full responsibility..

In the Negro schools lunch rooms had been opsrated in connection
th the Domestic Science Departments in the Ulementary an® High Schools)
ey were under the control of the teacher and the Principal of each

hoole The School Board assumed no responsibility for the finances

' for the service,

In the White Elementary Schorls the Parent-Teacher Assoziations of
st of the schools had charge of the lunch rooms or cafeterias, with
e advice and cooperation of the Principals in their resnective schools.

e School Board provided the room and part of the equipment.

All through the years the Parent-Teacher Associations had provided
od for a number of needy and underprivileged children, The State -

lfare and the Federal Government sent farm products from the surplus




# 153
commodities which the Government had in storage, This reduoed a fey

centstthe cost of each pupil's lunch.

As the parents were in charge they saw to it that the food was good

and was well served,

THE SCHOOL DOARD TAKES OVER THE IV{AI\TAGEI‘-:I‘F‘NT

In 1948 the School Board took over all cafeterias and lunch rooms
in the schools. Miss Rosa Snearmen who had been in charge of the school
cafeterias in Dallas, Texas, was employed as Director of the school
cafeterias and lunch rooms in the school system. Mrs, A. H. Ahearn wasg |
engaéed as her Assistant.

During the year 1948-'49 a1l school cafeterias in the city have been

under this one management. Modern equipment has been purchased for
sc;me of the schools, and much progre‘ss has been made in the general

opération of them all.

AIDS TO INSTRUCTION .

In September 19%7, with the financial help and general supervision of

the North Carolina League for Crippled Children, an orthopedic class
from different

vith eripnled children /¥idifférédt sections of the city was orcanlzed
at Elizabeth School.

Miss Wanda Yerkes from Lapeer, Mich. was employed as teacher. She
hed served as a special teacher in the schools of Flint,Mich. vefore

coming to Charlotte,

Three Special teachers of Physical Education for the Elementary

Schocls were employed as has been stated above.

- Two additional Librarians for the white Elementary schools and one |

or the Colored schools were engaged.

Miss Gertrude O. Coward was made Director of all school libraries.




One additional shop man and four additional tenchers Wereﬁmployed

for the Fairview school.

In 1946the Board appropriated $3,000.00 for the purchase of project-
ors and Visual Education materials. Practically every school in the

¢ity had a »rojector.

In 1947 the City and the County Boards jointly eﬁployed Mr, Harold

 Dotson as Director of Visual Education for thé City and the County

schools.

| Aé was stated before Mrs, Elizabeth H. Mack was made Director of Art
| instruction in 1948,

In 191+9 the State Board allotted two special teachers for children

convalescing in Memorial nospltal.

The Junior @hamber of Commerce financed a class in Alexander Graham TS A

| funior High School for children of low mentality.

Seven ungraded classes, five white and two Colored,for slovw learning

(/‘

pupils were operated in the Elementary, schools as before.

In 19%6 the Community College was orzanized at Central High Schoolvwith‘
f iss Bonnle Cone as Director. The college session began at & p.me and
ended at 9 p. m. It was onerated at one time as an Extension Depart-
tent of the Universty of North Carolina. - The Legislature of 1949 made

it a permanent part of the educational system of Charlotte, but with a
AdV:Lsory

| separate/Board of Directors.

By an agreement with the Pilot Insurance Company an accident insurance

toverage at 50¢ pergiinyl was made, September 27, 1948,




The Community College; the Unification of the school cafeteria and
linch service, under one management; and the Accident Tnsurance cover-
age for students had been snecial projects of Dr. Garringer, Associate ' .

| Swerintendent, for which he deserves much credit,

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS, (Continued from Page 104)

As stated before, during the depression years 1939-'35 the Citizens'
Civic League provided funds for rétaining the Special Music teachers for
| the Elementary schools. |
MJ'-.ss Rachel Anthony and Miss Mary A. Jefferson were the teachers

during the year 1933-'3k4,

In the fall of 1934 Miss Anthony left our schools to teach in the
| burham City Schools. She returned in September 1935.
Miss Jefferson withdrew in June 1935. In the yeazrs that followed

Hiss Anthony as Director had the assistance of the following Special

f fusic Teacherss  Miss Juanita Hunneycut 1936-'38; Miss Harriet Scranton

f1938-'42; Miss Jean Saylor 1939-'4l; Miss Muriel Brietz 1942L-1945,

Mrs. Rachel Anthony Sharpe' who had been in out schools since 1925 with
the exception of the year 1934-'35, retired in 1945,
lirs, Sharpe had a degree of B, S. in Music from New york University. |
Diring her long term of service as Director and Special Teacher of Music
in the Elementary schools of .Charlot‘ce she made a very great contribution
In the quality of instruction in the Musiq Department of the Eleventary

schools.

Miss Bettie Jane Nalley succeeded WLAZ/KALRBAY/ Mrs. Sharpe as Direc%or.
She vas a graduate of Salem College., She had attended the University |

o Cincinnati and the Conservatory of Music in Cinoinnati.
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Two addltlonal Special Teachers of Music, one white and one 1,er‘ro,

vere added to the staff and were under the direction of liss Nalley,
during the year 1948-'L9,

The Staff at the end of the year 1948-'kg was, Mlss Bettie Jane Nalley,
Director, Miss Elenor Corriher, Mrs. Doris I. Butcher, Miss Elizabeth
Villiamson for the white schools, and Miss Carrie R, Quandvm and Miss

Clara J. Hawkins for the Negro schools.,

BANDS AND ORCHESTRAS IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

In 1947 Miss Christine Dumn was elected Director of Bands and Orchest-

ras in our Ilementary schools. Miss Dunn was a graduate of Salem Col-
University

lege and had studied at Teachers! College, Columbia CHLIAEEL New York,
She Vhad attended Summer Schools at Peabody College and at Yale University.

She was enthusiastic about her work and was successful in reorgan~-
izing instrumental music in the Ilementary schools, which had been
s’carted by Mr. Jack Berger under Mr. Sides supervision,

Nrs. Elizabeth C. Clark assisted her part time and Mr. Cook in the

High School part time, during the school year 1948-'k9,

In the Colored Schools Mr., O. N. Freeman was employed in 1948 as

eacher of bands and orchestras in the Colored Edementary schools,

In the Colored High Schools Miss C. E. Robinson had charge of the

horal work in Second Ward High School during Jfthe years 1936-'L43, She

ransferred to the West Charlotte High School in 1943, She was follow-
4 at Second "‘ard High Schoo by Miss L. Estelle Ward. Miss Frances
+ Drye served in the Music department at West Charlotte High School
uring 1944-145, | o

In 1944-'45 Mr, Roger Louis Bell was enployed as Director of In-

trimantal Music at Second ward High School,




In the spring of _191+9 Hr. Guy Hutchens wag eng{aged to teach the Pand

and Orchestras at Secon? Ward High School,

It should have been stated above that, in 1936-137 Miss Mildred L,
Brockwell was the teacher of chora]r work at Tech. High School, and.

Miss Mary Brockwell at Harding Hgih School,

In 1937-'38 Miss Hary Brockwell was transferred to Piedmont Junior
High School and served there until 1o4k; in 1944 Miss Suzanne Carroll
wés employed as teacher of Choral music at Piedmont Jr. High School.

- In 1930-'32 Mr. W. T. Sinclair was on Mr, Sidés' staff of Instrumen-

tal Music Teachers.

On the Music staff in the Colored High Schools for Ok8-'49 were , at
Second Ward High School lrs. L. E.Hart; at West Charlotte High School

Miss J. C. Jackson.

As was reported on page 100, Mr. Robert Sniith was sevr‘ving as Direct~
or of Music at the end of the year 1948-'49,

Mr. Oliver Cook,Director of bands, orchestpas and choral music at
Harding High School, was r'eceiving considerable recognition for the

work of his students,

R -y
. et < TR :




NZTW PRIKCIPALS
In September 1O48-'49, Mrs, Lucille Boylston became Principal of

the Seversville Elementary schoal. She succeeded Mrs., Wirtz who

had resigned.
Mrse Boylston‘for a number of years had been prominent as a Prin-

cipal of a County school before coming in to the city system as a

Grammar Grade teacher. She taught one year at Zeb. Vance School, and I  ;
] | :
had served four years as a sixth grade tegeer in the Seversville School

before she became Princival,

then Mrs. Tunice Sadler Brown, Principal of the Plaza Road School, . i

retired in 1946 after a long and successful term in our city and county

- schools, Miss Lucille Boylan who was then Principal of the Wesley Heighfs

School was appointed Princinal of the Plaza Road School.

Mrs Rachel B. Mason was made Princival of the Wesley Heights school.

Mrs. Mason had been an excellent teacher in the Wilmore Elementary i i
school and has served most efficlently as Principal of the wesleﬁmﬂeights

school.

e,

\‘x

\

In the Negro schools Hr, Howard Moreland was made Assistant Princi-
pal of Second Ward High School.

Mr. C. BE. Moreland was made Princinal of the Billingsville Elementafy ;
school, which had beenf received ihto the city system by the extension S

of the city limits.

YORK ROAD SCHOOL SITE
On September 1l,1948,the School Board authorized the purchase of
férty and fifty four one hundredths (40 and 54/100) acres of land from
Mrs. Senders, £B4/ to cost $400.00 per acre. This land on York Road

s p
s R e

vas to be used later as the sites of an Elementary School and of a

High School, for Negroes,
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SALARIS

In the spring of 1§%9 the School Board adopted a salary schedule
for 1949-150,

This schedule provides asalary of $2,400,00 for the beginning
teacher who holds an "A™ certificate; and $3,600,00 for the teacher
with the same kind of certificate and with an experience rating of 7, 4
twelve years; and %%,000.00 for a teacher holdlng a Graduate certi-

ficate and with an experience rating of thirteen years,

This was the highest salary schedule ever adopted for the Char- /

lotte teachers, and probably the highest ever offered by any public
school in the State.

This salary schedule is indicative of the'"Come back" of our
school system since the day of the maximum salary of $720.00 in the
depression years, and the maximum of $1,200.00 of 1935-'36 when we
started back.

The‘increase of the school special tax rate to 50¢ from 25¢ made
this schedule possible.

This too is idicative og‘the groving interest of our citizens in

their public schools.

THE SCHOOL BOARD, 19%5L19M§‘ '
Great credit is due the School Board of 19#5:39, listed by names
above, for the very valuable service they havg given to tne business
affairs of the.schools during these past four years, |
‘During their administration, the school business includes the
follOWing3  The direction and leadership to carry three elections;
the first, to authorize the bond issue for building purposes; the

second, to increase the special school tax rate; and the third, to

[ dii bt e
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.. extend the school boundaries.,.

It also includes the planning for and authorizihg the expendi«-

ture of #%,000,000.00 for new school buildings and sites. P
AlL of this in addition to the usual business involved in operg- i
ting a school system with a budget 'of more than $2,5000,000.00.,

They have given a great deal of valuable time to the details in-

volved in all of these matters,

It must be remembered that the membér's of the city school board receive

"no salary or firancial compensation. They serve from a sense of . el

civic duty and because of an interest in the education of our , T
Charlotte children, o
All through the years of nmy administration I have been blessed

greatly by having school boards composed, for the most part, of high

class citizens, men and women, who have served for no other purpose

~ than the improvement of the educational life of our city.

I am most grateful to all of them,

THE TEACHERS IN THE CLASS ROOMS

I cannot begin to eXpress my feeling of great gratitudé to the host

of class room teachers of our schools for the magm.flcent service they

have given to the school children of Charlotte, and for the most

loyal support and the sustaining friendship which they' have given me

at all times. I regret very much that I cannot list by name some of

| them who have been most faithful in their long time experience in the
Charlotte City Schools.
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COMPARATIVE STATISTICS

190M====1913--~-19k9
1904 1913 1949
City Population 18,091 34,01k 13k,0k2
Numbter of Schools
- White 2 8 21
- Negro 1 2 ‘ 9
Total Number of Schools 5 -5_6‘ ' -56-
SCHOOL Enrollment
White 1,984 4,345 ' 13,797
Negro 1,111 - 2,090 6,221
Total Enrollment 3,095 . 6,435 “25:5.]:{%

Number of Teachers,
Principals and '
Supervisors 56 128 v 672

Value of School Property $100,000,00 $267,107.25  $6,345,528.37

Income for Operating . - ‘
Expenses fu42,048.80  $78,360.51  $2,438,346,79

Special School tax 20¢ 30¢ | 50¢

TEACHER'S Salaries , - 8ho5

Elementary,White ,Annual #$360. to473. &4Pg.to $565.  -F 62400,
" Negro " 315.to ngo 315.t0 L50.

| 3 ° w A

High School, White, 540,60 $720.to 1200, $4000. /

b

The Salary schedule adopted in the spring of 1949 provides for
the salaries listed under 1949

Number of Members of
‘the School Board 9 17 7




THE CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATION R

On June 30th 19%9, H, P, Harding retired from the Superintendehcy of - ‘i& |

1é Charlotte Chbty Schools.

Dr. E. H. Garinger succeeded him. Dr. Garinger had been Princinal

- Alexandar Graham High School the years 19211923, and was Principal T
' Central High School the years 1923-1945,

He‘became Assoclate Superintendent in 1945, and became Superintendent P
1y 1st 1949 i,

A REZOHIENDATION

~

It is the hope of this writer that the Board of School Commissioners

7 designate some space in a steel file or in the vault as the ARCHIVZS
the Charlotte City Schools.

In this space should go the Annual Reports of the Superintendents
L such other paners as would preserve the history of our Charlotte

ools in a more concise way than the voluminous records of the MINUTER

the Board meetings.

- Respectfully submitted,

H. P. Harding,

Superiﬁﬁendmnt Emeritus.




THE CHARLOTTE VCITY SCHOOLS

PART I.

(A), The History of the City School System Prioe to 1900,
From an address delivered oh the occasion of the laying
of the Corner Stone of the North School bulilding ‘on the
corner of North Brevard and East Ninth Streets, by Superin-

tendent Alexander Graham.

* (B), A review of the Growth and Expansion of the Charlotte City
Schools during the remainder of Superintendent Alexander

Graham's administration, ending June 30th, 1913.

PART 1II.
The Development of the City Schools during the administra-
tion of H, P, Harding as Superintendent, 1913---194%9,
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HISTORY OF THE CHARLOTTE CITY SCHOOLS PRIOR TO 1900

(From an address delivered by Superintendent Alexander Graham
on the occasion of the laying of the cornerstone of the school bujild-
ing on the corner of Ninth and Brevard Streets on March 13, 1900.)
After the conclusion of Dr. Stagg's address Superintendent‘
A. Graham gave the history of the Charlotte gradéd schools, 1875~
1900, as follows:
"Mr. Chairman and Fellow-Citizens: '"Some writer has
wisely said our chief duty is to look ahead. The golden age is in
the future. . The standing command of God through Paul to humanity
is 'forgetting the things that are behind, press forwar“d to those which
are before and seize the prize.' We are here today, notwithstanding,
to perform a duty we owe the past, to appreciate it, exalt its virtues,
pPrize its conquests, garner its fruitage, inc‘orporate its wealth of
thought and experience, transmit its good to posterity anci thus give
it an earthly immortality. In searching the past we find graded schools
were discussed by the teachers in the North Carolina Educational
Association as éarly as 1859. A bill for the creation of graded schools
was introduced in the Legislature of North Carolina, in 1863, by
William S. Harris of Cabarrus County. This bill passed the House,
was favorably reported by the committeg of the Sqna.te and failed to

pass that body through lack of time.

¢




Governor Vance, in his message in November, 1864, said,
'I earnestly recommend the whole system, especially the system of
graded schools advocated by Super‘intendent Calvin H. Wiley. Here
we have the first and laét reference to graded schools until ten years
after grim visaged war had smoothe‘d his wrinkled front.' In 1876
the city of Raleigh and the towns of Greensboro and Salisbury estab-

lished a system of graded schools - in 1878 the town of Fayetteville

put in operation a complete system of ten grades and furnished the
children with books, free of charge. In 1881 Goldsboro and Wilson

followed Fayetteville's example. In 1882 Charlotte, Durham, and

Newbern fell in with the procession followed in 1883 by Wilmington

" and Winston. Finally Rocky Mount and Kinston, in 1884, in the East -
Reidsville, in the centre in 1885, and Asheville, in the extreme West,
in 1886, completed the conquest of the State for the system. In the
spring of 1875, Capt. R. P. Waring, Senator from Mecklenburg,
introduced in the Legislature of North Carolina a bill which passed,
levying a tax of 25 cents on the $100 worth of property and 75 cents
on the poll, the aﬁnount levied to be submitted to a vote of thé people
of the city of Charlotte. On account bf legal complications thefe is a
blank in the histor}.r of these schools of abc;ut five years. In May, 1880,

a levy of ten cents on the hundred dollars worth of property and 30
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cents on the poll was ratified by a majority of the registered voters

of the city. The first meeting was held on June 14th, 1880, and

Capt. Fred Nash was elected clerkk and treasurer, and committees

on finance and by-laws were appointed. Capt. Nash has been the clerk
and treasurer by annual elections from that meeting until today, makirig
him the oldest official connected with the schools. After ‘another lapse

of 18 months the commissioners met again on December, 1881.

Committees were again appointed to look after available funds, to sell

the city's interest in the male academy and in the female institute, and
to obtain information on organizing a system of schools. The commis-
sioners then adjourned the meeting after solemnly pledging themselves
not to use individual influence fér or to extend aid to, any applicant

for a position in these schools. In March and April joint meetings

were held by the first board of school commissioners and the board of

school committeemen of the city of Charlotte, in which meetings they

ordered the common school to continue as then constituted until the
county and State fund was exhausted. The White schools were taught

by M. J. I. McCain, J. S. Bell, Miss Sarah Miller, Mrs. A. Davidson,
Mrs. M E. Watson and Mrs. Allen. The Negr&es were taught by

J. B. Ratley, J. T. Williams, Mary Lynch, Mary Hayes and Sarah

Johnson. This closes out the old e'ra‘and ushers in the new.




"'The minutes show that at two separate meetings a long
and interesting communication on organizing a system of schools

for Charlotte from the superintendent of the Fayetteville Schools

was read and a vote of thanks passéd unanimously. In March, 1882,

the name of Francis A. Baskett, was presented to the commissioners
By B. G. Northrop, secretary of the board of education of the State

of Connecticut. In April and May the additional names of John E.

Dugger of Raleigh; R. P. Capfoard and A, A. Campbell of Pennsyl-

vania; T. J. Mitchell of Ohio, and W. G. Howell of Delaware, were ‘ 0

presented as applicants for the position of superintende‘nt. T. J.

Mitchell was unanimously elected on June 5th, 1882, the first super-

intendent of the Charlotte graded schc;ols, Mr. J. S. Bell was elected

principal and Misses Sallie Bethune, Grace Deﬁrey, Annie Davidson

and Hattie Moore were c‘alected'teachers. Misses Nola Ale:;ander and

Carrie Clarkson were elected supernumeraries. On August 14th, | .
Mr. Lucian H. Walker of Statesville, N. C. a}nd Mrs. Mary Allen’

.were elecfed teachers in place of Mr. Bell and Miss Moore who resigned.

Miss Lucy Alexander, Miss Fannie Brady, Mrs. R. P. Waring,

Miss Carrie Clarkson and Mr. John W. Walker,‘z Jr., all came in as

4

teachers by the be giﬁning of the second month. The white school was




opened for the reception of pupils,on September 11th, 1882, gnd
thus was organized the school for whites in the barracks of the
Carolina Military Institute, which was leased for the use of the
whites. The colored school opened on September 25, with J. E.
Railey as Principal, and Misses Mary Lynch, Victoria P'Licizardson,

- Dr. ‘J'. T. Williams, Misses Sallie Hall and Mary Hayes as _teacheri,
thus .completing the organization of the colored school; which was

first conducted in an old tobacco barn in Ward 1, on Fifth Street,

between C. and D.

BEGAN WITH ENROLLMENT OF 400.

"Mr. Chairman, I submit here the names of‘ all ‘;he mayors who
imave ex-officio served as chairman of the various boards of school '
commissioners, the pamphlets containing the superintendent's re-

port for last year, the ‘names of the standing committees, the by-

laws and course of study, also the names of all the white teachers

who at any time have been connected with these schools during the

past 18 years, that they be placed in your archives and printed in our

dailey papers with this historical sketch. The school under Superin-

tendent M1tche11 started with an enrollment of 400 whites and less

‘than 300 Negroes. | The whites soon increased to 550 and the Negroes

to over 300. There is no record to be found of the attendance during




Mitchell's four years incumbency as superintendent. The above
figures were approximated from the number of single and double
desks purchased. The series of books published by Van Antwerp,

Bragg & Co., was adopted by DeWolfe'!s board and was continued

ﬁntil 1892. The school flourished ﬁnder Mr. Mitchell, \during the
first two years a new grade was added and the study of bookkeeping
and physiology were added to the common school branches. This
advance was made on a motion of Judge Armistead Burwell, who

was at that time a school commiséioner. The school continued to
prosper, and during the last two years under Mitchell an entire new
board was elected, On motion of commissioner George W. Graham, ‘
a training school for teachers, was established with Miss Eva D.
Kellogg, of Boston, Mass. as teachér. This was probably the ﬁrst-

institution of the kind established in North Carolina under the direct-

tion of a city superintendent. Mrs. Kellogg's training school has
been continued by the principals who have succeeded her, to-wit:
Mr. J. T. Corlew, Mr: M. S. Solterman, Mr. John M. Walker, Jr.»,
and I\;Ir. J. A. Bivens, the present efﬁcient principal of the Charlbtte

Public Schools.




Towards the close of Prof. Mitchell's term of office three
new rooms were added and charts; globes and other necessary
apparatus were purchased. Superintendent Mitchell having been
~elected president of the Alabama State Normal on August 9th, 1886,
Prqf. J. T. Corlew was on the same day elected as the second super-
intendént of these schools, no other applicant being reported. The
schools continued to flourish. = The library for teacher's use was
increased and the ,boys and girls were separated; the boys occupying
the south side and the girls the north side of the building. Miss
Lily W. Long, was principal of the girls' high school, in which
modern languages wére taught, and M. S. Solterman was principal
of the boys' high school, in which a small class of 15 were taught
Latin by the Superintendent. Miss Long was succeeded as principal
of the girls' high school by Miss Kate C. Shipp, and Miss Laura E.
Orr, the present excellent teache.r of the ninth grade of the séhool,
as now constituted. Under Prof. Corlew the white schoolincreased
to fourteen teachers in the white school and eiéht teachers for the
Negroes. Atthe end of Col. Johnston's term, he reported an enroll-
ment of 703 whites and‘503 Négroes‘, é.total of 1, 206.' He served

acceptably as superintendent until January 27th, 1888, when he /

f




resigned. On February 7th, 1888, Mr. M. C. Mayer, chairman

of the teachers' committee, reported the following applicants for

the position of superintendent, to wit: Mr. W. A. Blair, Winston;
E. O. Alderman, Goldsboro; Alexander Graham, Fayetteviile; Rev.
E. A. Osborne, Charlotte; Rev. P.. R Law, Chariotte; Capt. W. A.
Barrier, Charlotte; R.. B. Hunter, Mecklenﬁurg County; H. K. Reid,
Mecklenburg County; M S. Solterman, Chicago, Ill.; E. E, Britton,
South Carolina; George T. Stone, Pennsylvania; William Carroll,
Rockingham; A. N. Rankin, Soﬁ,th Carolina; H. A. Thompson,
Oberlin, O; W. J. White, Springfield, O.; D. Matt Thompson, Lin-
colntc;n; E. W. Wright, Indiana; L.. C. ch‘>1e, New York City; D. C.

- Dommick; New Jersey; W. C. Earnhardt, South Carolina; D.’R. Boyd,
Ohio; R. P. Skeén, Concord; W. S. Morrison, Greenville, S. C.; -
Dr. Kleinmer, Germany.

The teachers' committee recorﬁmended Messrs, Blair,
Alderman and Graham, but sui:mitted the entire iist of 25; to be voteci
on. Mr. Alexander Graham received five votes, Rev. P. R. Law
two votes, and Capt. W. A. Barfier one vote.

MANUAL TRAINING AND DRAWING INTRODUCED
""The chairman, Hon F. B. McDowell, the.n serving his first

term, announced Mr. Graham as elected, making him the third and




last superintendent of the Charlotte graded school. Mr. Graham
took charge on February 20th, 1888, re signing a similar position

on February 14th, 1888, in Fayetteville, where he had served as

sup;erintendent continuously from September 15th, 1878. Mr. Graham
has been elected unanimously every year since 1888, except 1889 and
1890. In 1889 Mr. John N. Walker, Jr., received three votes and

Mr. Gr‘a.ham four, énd in 1890 two blé.nk votes were cast. Mr. Grahafn |
received six. On September 12th, 1890, a motion was made to abolish‘
the study of Latin, Greek and all moderz; languages, except English.

The ballot resulted in a tie vote and these stﬁdies were cut from the

course of study by the vote of the chairman. On motion of Commission-

er Samuel E. Linton, a committee consisting of himself as chairman,
with Commissioners Walter Brem and Alexander Graham, were appoint-~
ed by the chair to report on the advisability of introducing manual
training and mechanical drawing. The mayor stated that he greatly
favored the new departure and‘as sured that committeé that he thought
the board of Aldermen would be exceedingly liberal. On October 17th, |
1890, Mr. Linton's committee reported favorably and Mr. W. C.
Maxwell, commissioner from Ward 1, moved that manual training

and mechanical drawing and free hand drawing be introduced in the
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Charlotte schools and that the same committeé be appointed to go
before the alderman to solicit an appropriation, Thca, same committee
appealed to the aldermen, and on motion of Dr. Joseph Graham, alder-
man from Ward 4, seconded by J. H. Wednington, of Ward 3, the sum
of $1, 000 was voted for an instrﬁctor, and $6, 000 to purchase tools
and other apparatus. Superinten>de1‘1t Graham, in January, 1891, re-
ports the manual training and mechanical drawing .as progreésigg with
great satisfaction, with Mr. C. C. Hook, of West Virginia, a graduate
of St. Louis Manual Training School, as instructor; Splendid exhibits
of the work in all departments of the Charlotte school were made for
three successive summers at the Teachers' Assembly at Morehead
City, and the Inter-State, Exposition in Raleigh, at ‘the Atlanta Ex-
position, in Georgia, and at the Educational Museum, in Philadelphia.
In the spring of 1891 there was a complete history of all the departments
of these schools, especially the manual training feature of the corres-
pondents of the Raleigh News, Charlotte Observer, Columbia State,
Charleston News and Courier, Savannah News, Atlanta Constitution and
Journal, Augusta Chronicle, New Orlean Picayune and Galvestén News.,
No money ever spent resulted in a more profitable outcome or income
than the $1, 000 invested for three years in the manual and industrial

training school. It was discontinued in the very hey-days of its success
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on account of a want of room and a scarcity of funds. The suﬁeriﬁ-
tendent recommended its restoration in his repo:;t for 1899. The en-
rollment for 1888 was 1,288 pﬁpils; for 1889 was 1, 368 pupils and -
for 1890 was 1,500 pupils. In 1891 Dr. R. J. Brevard was elected
mayor and almost a new board of school commissioners. The schools
already on a boom were greatly uplifted by this new board.

| "Charlotte owes the teachers' committee of the board, con-

sisting of Capt. W. S. Mallory, chairman, and T. T. Smith and \
|
J. Hirshinger, a debt of gratitude. The high school was extended by \

the addition of the tenth grades. Latin was restored in the seventh,
j
/

eighth, ninth, and tenth grades. A uniform system of textbooks was /

adopted. A special teacher of music was employed and a string band
" of eight instruments was organized, under the supervision of Mrs.
George E. Bason, fhe musical director. Ti-le grades were again made
co-educatioﬁal. The salaries of the first, seventh, eighth and ninth
grade teachers were increased. Improvements on the streets and
sidewalks leading to both schools were recommended to the aidermen,
most of which have since been substantially complied with. Gradu-
ating exercises were held for three successive years in the auditorium
and were each year attended by at least 7,500 people. Up to the present

time 192 diplomas in the white school have been awarded to the young
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men and young ladies completing the tenth year work in eight \
successive graduating classes and 100 certificates have been |

awalxv-ded to the pupils completing the eighth grade in the Negro
schools.
"In 1893 a new board was selected for Dr. kBr'gv‘ard's second

term, ﬁot a whit less progressive than its predece.ssc;fr. Mr. T. T.

- Smith was chairman of the teacher's committee and se;yed with

J. G. Baskerville, J. Hirshinger, Williém Anderson, gﬁnd John R.
Pharr.' On June 6th, 1893, Mr. John M. Walker resigned and Mr.

J. A, Bivins‘; was elected to succéed him and has served acceptably
I;I.P to the present time. The tendency in scholarship in these schools
has been upward since 1892. This upward tendency i‘ncrea.s‘es as the
years go by. The first scholafship Was awarded to these schools as
early as June 2nd, 1883, by Rev. Williarﬁ R. Atkinéon, one of North
Carolina's most successful educators and principal of Chariotte

. Female Institute.. Ten years later, in May, 1893, the second scholar-
ship was awarded to Miss Eannie B. Moore, the valedictorian of her
class, by Miss Lily W. Lo;lg, priﬁcipalvof the Charlotte Female
Seminary, a worthy successor of Mr.. Atkinson and until ;iuite recently
the efficient principal of the Presbyterian College. Scholarships are

now awarded to the gradué.tes from these schools by the Pregbyterian

)
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College, Converse College, Erskine College, Peace Institute and
Agricultural Mechanical College, Guilford College, Wake Fofest
and the University of North Carolina. Our teachers are selected by
c’ompetitive examinations open to all. Our record shows that four-

teen of the present corps of thirty-two academic teachers are honor

graduafes of this school. The instructor in mathematics and the in-
structor in English at the t]nivérsity of North Carolina are both
graduates of this school. In the past eight years the honors in
scholarship at Trinity College, Wake Forest, Davidson, the University |
of North Carolina, the Normal and ind;lst'rial College at Greensboro,
Agnes Scott, and Wesleyan College, Georgia, Wromen's College, South ' i

Carolina; Converse College, Peace Institute, the Elizabeth College

and Presbyterian College in Charlotte, were won by the boys and
girls graduated from these schools. For the four years of Dr. Bre- }
vard's administration the sqperintendent reported for 1891, 1,579
pupils; for 1892, 1523 pupils; for 1893, 1,758, and fgr 1894, 2,017
pupils; Over 1,500 citi;zens petitioned to aldermen to supplement the

school fund, and it was cheerfully done.

INCREASE OF SCHOOL TAX
In 1895 Mr. J. H. Weddington was elected mayor and the same
school board was contmued with Mr. J. H. Ross and Mr. J. D.

McCall as new members. The most important event at thls election
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‘was the increase of the tax from 10 to 20 centé on the hundred dollars
worth of property, and the increase of the poll from 30 to 60 cents.
Many improvements were made in the course of study, and drawing
and music were introduced and are now valued features in our
curriculum. A new primary grade was added with Miss M. E. Wiley
as teaéher, and Miss Jennie Freieman was chosen ag special fe'acher
of music. A memorable eveﬁt at this time was the march of 1,200

children to the Southern depot to shake hands with President Cleveland,

and who was on his way to Atlanta, and who, no doubt, will go down

The enrollment

Al

in history as one of America's greatest statesmen. .

of Mr. Weddington's first term was 2, 058 pupils for 1895, and 2,142

for 1896. In May, 1897, Mr. E. B. Springs was elected mayor and

the same board of school commissioners, with Messrs. J. W. Byers,

H. Baruch and R. E. Cochrane as new commissioners. A new primary

department was added with Miss Mary Graham as teacher, and two

rooms were added to the white and three to the color_ed school, making

11 rooms for the blacks. Mr. E. M. Snipes, Mr. Chas. L. Coon agd

Dr. T. J. Wilson, Ph.D., of the University of North Carolina, all

served these schools.as teachers successively in the ninth grade,

which position is now filled by Miss Fannie B. Moore. Plans and

specifications were submitted to Mayopr Springs for a new bu11dmg of

ten or twelve rooms for whites. The Supermtendent reP':’rted 2, 234
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for 1897, and 2,254 for 1898 of Mr. Springs' administration. Mr.

J. D. McCall was elected mayor in May, 1899, with Messrs. J. H.
Ross, H. A. Murrill, Frank Silannonhouse and C. W. Johnson-as
new commissioners. F“our new rooms were added to tl;e white school
and four to the colored; making thirty-two rooms for whites and 14
for the colored schools.

"Mrs. Josephine Durant, one of our éxcelleﬁt teachers in the
primarsr department, was unable to teach on account of protracted ill-
ness and her place has been filled by Miss Lelia M. Young. The
Superintendent's report in September for the end of Mayor Springs’
and the beginning of Mayor McCall' s administration, shows an enroll-
ment of 2,458 pupils. The teachers' monthly report for March show
already a grand total of 2, 682 pupils, made upof 1, 639 whites and
1,034 Negroes. This completes the history of this great system of
schools. We have traced their expansion from an enrollment of 500 in
1882 to an enrollment éf 2,700 in 1900. Starting in 1882 with twelve
teachers, we now carry 47 teachers‘ on our roll, thus making this the
largest school south of Baltimore. Miss Sallie Bethune has been with

these schools since the opening day; she has never been absent or tardy,

and, after long and faithful service, enjoys the proud distinction of

having taught more children to read than any other teacher in the State.

[l
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~ Miss Lucy Alexander came in during the first montlvm,‘ in 1882,

' 'Miss Sudie Hutchison in 1883, Miss Josephine Durant in 1886,

Miss Charlee Hutchison in 1888, Mis;s Laura E. Orr and Miss Mary
‘E. Wiley in 1889, Miss Emma Vogle and Miss Lelia M. Young in
890, Miss Julia D. Roberts an_d Miss Kate Harris in 1892, Mr. J.A.
Bivins in 1892, Miss Emma Miller in 1894, Mr. Wil,i G. Perry, Qf
the seventh grade in 1899. The Superintendent acknowledges a debt
of gratitude to all of his teachers'for their loyalty and faithfulness.
He hopes some day in the future to record t];e names of his younger

teachers on the roll of honor, feeling assured they will cheerfully

: .
. forgive, on account of their extreme youthfulness, this failure to en-

roll among the veterans of the profession.

"Fellow citizens, we have reached today a milestone memorable

in our City's educational progress. The scene presented here is in-

spiring. Look where we will, the picture broadens and becomes more

and more uplifting. On our left the beautiful Lutheran College} smiles

upon us through the tree tops of her beautiful campus. On our right

is the splendid Presbyterian College over ghadowed in our imagination
. $ in
by the magnificent structure soon to be erected in its place.. While

lag o’lf oui State floating over the largest

dim perspective, we see the f

And as a beautiful background, we, fellow-

public schools in the South.
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citizens, are here to lay the cornerstone with the inscription,
'Liberty, Religion, and Education! iﬁ the broad foundation 6f the
largest, most c'ostly and most splendid structure for public schools
ever erected in our Commonwealth, and which, when compléted,
will be the central figure of Charlotte' s educational panorama. "
NAMES OF SUPT'S, AND TEACHERS
Superintendent T. J. Mitchell, AMt. Gilead, Ohio; Mr. J. S. Bell,
Principal; Misses Grace S. Dewey, Sallie Bethune, Anﬁie D-avidson,
Hattie Moore, Nola Alexander, Carrie Clafkson, Lucy M. Robinson,
of New York,. First primary; Mr. L. H. Walker, priﬁcipal; Misses
Mary Allen, L;xcy Alex;mder; Mr. John M. Walker, Jr.; Miss Fannie
Brady, Mrs. R. P. Wariﬁg, Miss‘ M. J. Stevenson, New York;
Miss Lisette Bernheim, Mr. Lav)son Quinn, Misses L. J. Smith, of
New York; A-nnie Jones, Mary Deyo, Anna Carr, Sudie I;Iﬁf:chison,
Eugenia Thomas, Greensboro; Miss Edith Bogle, Philadelphia, Pa;
Miss FlolrenCe Bartlett, Washington, D. C.; Missés Annie Rankin,

Bessie Caldwell, Kate Shipp, Mr. J. M. Erwin, Miss N. M. Robie,

Cody Phifer, Miss Annie Rodie, Mrs. E. D. Kellogg, Boston, Mass. ;
Missés Addie Williams, Lula Kirkpatrick, Emma Woods, Mr. Walter
Clark, Miss M. Clarkson, Miss Josephine, Misses Clark Query,

Rosa Franklin, Annie Morrow, Mr. T. J. Corlew, Principal.

Mr. E. B. Smedes, Miss Ella Scarr, Miss Oertel, Mrs. Harris, Miss
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.

August 9, 1886, J. T. Corlew, elected Superintendent. Mr. M.
‘Solterman, Misses Minn.ie Wriston, Sarah Dean, Liézie E. Burr,- Julia
Scurry, Lilly Long, Mamie Hali, Mary Walker.

January 28, 1888, Superintendent Corlew re signed.

f‘ebruary 7, 1888,> Alexander Graham elected superi'ntendent.

Mr. F. C. Torry, Mr. D. N. McLaughlin, Mr. Frank P. Wyche,
Miss Cha.rlee;: Hutchison, Mr. T. C. Blaisdell, Misses Laura E. Orr, ‘
Mary Wiley, Estella Duls, Mr. W. C. Dowd, Mr. H. A. Foushee,
Misses Laura Grimes, Josephine Davidson, Messrs. Holland Thompson,
C. C. Hook, Ralph Hollé.nd, J. E. Bivins, E. M'. Snipes, C. L. Coon, |
Misses Minnie Duls, Hattie Eldredge, Lilly Jarﬁison, Lily Durham, Laura
Pearson, Mrs. Macbee, Miss Lazenby, Dr. 'T. J. Wilson, Misses Julia
D. Roberts, Emma Vogel, Emma Miller, Lelia.Young, Minnie Cuthi)ertson,
Fannie B. Moore, Margaret A. Donnélly, Janie‘McCIintock, Kate D. Hai'ris,
:é:lla. Mc’Aden, Laura G. Little. Lottie Lizii;on, Sadie Clarksor'L, Lester
Bloom, Eugenia B. Rintels, Fannie Harris, Sadie Hirshiﬁger,y Alice
i—Iblland, Mary O; Graham. M .Jennie Freeman, Fannie Little, Feriba
Grier, Nooe, Sallie Kelley, Ann’ie Trot£er, Lucy Tiddy, Mr. Will G. Perry,
~Carrie McLean. | |

NAME OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS

Elected first Monday in May, 1880; Mayor F. S.. DeWolfe,

/




~19-

Chairman: Ward 1; R. D; Johnston, W. A. Barrier; Ward 2, H. B.
Williams, Dr. A. W. Alexander; Ward 3, D.‘ W. Cates, Allen
Macauley; Ward 4, A. Burwell, Dr. E. Nye Hutchison.

Elected May 7, -1883; Mayor ‘W. C. Maxwell, Chairman; Ward 1,
R. D. ‘Johnston, W. A. Barrier; Ward 2, H. B. Williams, 'Col. H. C.
.J'ones; Ward 3, D. W. Cates, Hannibal Edwards; Ward 4, Capt. A.

- Burwell, Rev. J. T. Bagwell.

Elected Méy 4, 1885; Mayor Colc;nel William Johnsont, Chairman;
Ward 1, C. Scott, M. C. Mayer; Ward 2, W. M. Wilson, P. H. Phelan;
Ward 3, H. Edwards; John E. Brown; Ward 4, George W. Graham,
Charles R. Jones.

Elecfed first Monday in May, 1887; Mayor F. B. McDowell,
Chairman; Ward 1, M. C. Mayer, S. E. Linton; W-a.rc-i 2, W. M. Wilson,
P. H. Phelan; Ward 3, John C. Burroughs, Joseph Siler; Ward 4,

Walker Brem, D. P. Hutchison.

];Elected May 6, 1889. Mayor F. B. McDowell, Chairman;

Ward 1, S. E. Linton, W. C. Maxwell;: Ward 2, W. M. Wilson, P. H.

Phelan; Ward 3, Joseph Siler, J. Hirshinger; Ward 4, Walter Brem

and E.K.P. Osborne.

Brevard
Elected first Monday in May, 1891; Mayor R. J. Bre ’

F. Stokes; Ward 2, T. T. Smith

_ Chairman; Ward 1, W. S. Mallory, R.

-
5
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George Bason; Ward 3, J. Hirshinger, J. giler; Ward 4, C. W. Tillett,
M. F. Kirby. | '

‘ Elected first Monday in May, 1893: Mayor R. J. Brevard, Chair-
man; Ward 1, J. G. Baskerville, R. S. Stokes; Ward 2.,' T T. Smith,
P. M. B’rown; .VS,Tard-?;, J. Hirshinger, William Andex}‘son.; Ward 4, John
R. Pharr, M. F. Kirby; | |

Elected fir.st Monday in May 1893: Mayor J. H. Weddington,
Chairman; Ward 1, J. G. Baskerville, R F. Stokes; Ward 2. T. T.
Smith, J. H. Ross; Ward‘3, Hirshinger, William Anderson; Ward 4,
John E. Pharr, J. D McCall.

Elected ﬁrét Monday in May, 1897; Mayor E. B. Springs, Chair-
man, Wardl, J. G. Baskerville, R. E. Cochrane; Ward 2, J. W. Byers,
H. Baruch; Ward 3, J Hirshinger, William Anderson;j Ward.4, Joﬁn R..'
Pharr, J. D. McCall‘. |

Elected first Monday in May, '1899; Mayor J. D. McCall, Chair-
man; Ward 1, J. G Baskerville, C. W. .Tohnston;.Ward 2, J. H. Ross,
. A. Murrill; Ward 3, J. Hirshinger, William Anderson; Ward 4,

John R. Pharr, F. M. Slllannonhouse.
' CORNER STONE ARCHIVES.
The next feature on the programime Was the reading of the following cata-

logue of the corner-stone archives by Dr. George W. Graham:




The following is the list of the archives placed in the corner

’ stone: A copy of the Holy Scripture, 'A State Flag of Nortl; Carolina,
a copy of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Inde-pendence, Constitution,
by-laws, and catalogue of Stonewall Chapter of the Southérn Confederacy,
a list of officers of the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce, catalogue of
Mecklenburg Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, Souvenir
Edition of the 123rd Anniversary of the Mecklenburg I!é?claration of
Indepéndence. P

The edition contains an account of the unveiling of the monument

of the signers on May 20, 1898 photograph and names of the young ladies

who assisted in the unveiling; an address by Dr. George W. Graham

upon the genumeness of the ‘Declaration; picture of monument, also old

court-house in which Mecklenbur g Declaration was a.dopted on May 20,

1775; picture of headquartévrs of Lord Cornwallis in 1780, when his

troops occupied Charlotte; picture of house in which President Polk was

born. The cabin was in Mecklenburg County, ten miles south of Charlotte.

Mecklenburg Council, No. 17; Zebulon‘B. .Vance Council, No. 42,

Jr. O. U. A. M.; Queen City Council, No. 3. Daughters of Liberty;

photographs and names of many Confederate veterans living in Charlotte

in 1898; picture of residences and churches in Charlotte the same year;

advertisements of leading business men of the city. A silver coin by

Capt. T. T. Smith.
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Next sketches of Charlotte, by Mr. Wade H. Harris, showing
industrial prosperity of city in the year 1900; flower and vegetable seeds
contributed by Miss Lottie Gray; ph.otograph of St. Peter's Catholic
Church, and list of members, Charlotte Township Road manual, names
of city officers; report of Good Samaritar; Hospital; report of St. Peter's
Episcopal Hospital; catalogue of Presbyterian College for Women; cata-
logue of Elizabeth(Lutheran) College for Women; catalogue of officers,
teachers and pupils of city graded schools; ninth annual report of Char-

lotte board df education; roster of the 21 companies furnished by Meck-

lenburg County to the civil war; poem - "The Old North State Forever.'

The archives will be left open t111 to-morrow, in order that the

city papers, which contain an account of to-day's proceedings, may be

deposited with them.

The ceremonies were ended by the singing of ''The Old North

State! by all the school children present. The benedxctlon was pronounced

by Rev. L. R. Pruett. ‘
AN INTERESTING ARCHIVE.

The following letter was also added to the archives in the

cornerstone;

"These seeds were placed here by Lottie Oliverin Gray, of

fifteen summers, hoping a corresponding maiden in some century to come

may plant them and see if. they will grow into vegetables and beautiful

- flowers.
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"There is Pansies, that's for Tho%;ight', and may the‘y recall the
school c;h’ildren whose name‘s are inscr‘ibe‘d here. | |
NWritten in my hand in the modern style."
;I'he opening in the corner stone will be ciosed to-day. The
stone is' of grénite, 24 x 13 inchés. On the west side are tllle w;)rds:
"Frank P. Milburn, Architect; Nicholas Ittner, Builder,' On the east

side: '"Liberty - Religion - Education, Anno Domini, 1900." The

box where the archives were placed is 5 x 11 inches.

- o -k O
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CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA,

imég‘;i,\iu,ovm. N. ¢., is a confident city, proud of i
past, sure of its aims. It has grown steadily since its found-
ing in 1766 at the crossroads —now Trade and Tryon

Streels — where the county’s log courthouse - stood. Tts

schools have done more than keep pace with Charlotie’s
growth; until very recently the city had no profcssionzﬂ

planning agency, yet in its continuing expansion there has

been an orderliness, a sense of direction to which the
i schools have at some times positively contributed and from

which they have often received impulses. Educationally

the city’s goals are high, and as they are nearcd are con-

stantly being raised; as a matter of course but not com-

placently education is granted its important position. '

ﬁ % % : This happy educational climate is one reason Charlotle’s
&4 |° rerey 3%16 school plants, by and large, are of a consistently high qual-
, ‘ ity hard to match over the full width of any comparable
‘ city in the country. Another reason is advance educational
planning of sufficiently long range, on bases sufficiently
sound, so that seldom has the school administration been
‘caught napping. Another is the talent displayed in the
friendly yet stiff competition among the city's architects,
R C virtually all of whom have been engaged in the school
o o building program; still another, the cooperation between
the school system and various other municipal agencies.

~ Nor can Charlotte’s excellent economic health be ignored
~ as an underlying cause as well as, in part, an effect. To
citizens of Charlotte, to become a member of the school
board is quite Jiterally an honor, carrying with it responsi-
bilities for discharge regardless of politics; to Charlotte’s
“architects, schools are satisfying commissions. Iow did

~ this come to be? What is the present nature of the schools?
What of the future? As Charlot’qe’s metropolitan influence
expands, inevitably the schools of surrounding Mecklen-
burg County are seriously affected; is this problem being

solved to the satisfaction of both?

ts rich
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CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA,

I
;‘sz\iKLO’l"l‘E. N. €., is a conlident city, proud of ils rich
past, sure of its aims. It has grown steadily since its found-
ing in 1766 at the crossroads — now Trade and Tryon
Streets — where the county’s log courthouse -stood. Tts
schools have done more than keep pace with Charlotte’s
growth; until very recently the city had no professional
plauning agency, yet in its continuing expansion there has
been an orderliness, a sense of dircction to which the
schools have at some times positively contributed and from
which they have often received impulses. Educationally
the city’s goals are high, and as they are neared are con-
stantly being raised; as a matler of course but not com-
placently education is granted its important position,

This happy educational climate is one reason Charlotie’s
school plants, by and large, are of a consistently high qual-
ity hard to match over the full width of any comparable
city in the country. Another reason is advance educational
planning of sufficiently long range, on bases sufficiently
sound, so that seldom has the school administration been

'E;

.caught napping. Another is the talent displayed in the

friendly yet stiff’ competition among the city’s architects,
virtually all of whom have been engaged in the school
building program; still another, the cooperation between
the school system and various other municipal agencies.
Nor can Charlotte’s excellent economic health be ignored

" as an underlying cause as well as, in part, an effect. To

citizens of Charlotte, to become a member of the schaol
board is quite literally an honor, carrying with it responsi-
bilities for discharge regardless of politics; to Charlotie’s

- architects, schools are satislying commissions. How did
. this come to be? What is the present nature of the schools?

What of the future? As Charlotte’s metropolitan influence
expands, inevitably the schools of surrounding Mecklen-
burg County are seriously affected; is this pioblem being
solved to the satisfaction of both?




- Year: 1855 1877 1885
Population: 1500 5000 8400

1928; population, 82,100

SCIIOOL AND COMMUNITY:
CIIARLOTTE, N. C.

Charlolle’s area and populalion (currently
aboul 150,000) have herelofore grown fairly
steadily; but now on lhe cily perimeter lhere
" are 83 new, large developments tolalling about
14,000 lols on which in mid-Seplember stood
roughly 4000 houses compleled or under con-
struclion. In 1949-50 Charlolle had 30 school
butldings (capacily, 17,610 pupils); following
a program lhen formulaled, 21 new schools

have since been buill (15 elemenlary, & junior

high, 2 senior high; capacily, 11,560) and
nearly every existing building has been. added
lo or rehabilitaled. The program in surround-

ing Mecklenburg Counly has been about two

thirds as large.” A new b-year cily-counly
program is just slarling. S
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1928; population, 82,100

SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY:
CIIARLOTTE, N. C.

Charlolle’s area and populalion (currently

aboul 150,000 have herelofore grown fairly

steadily; bul now on the cily perimeler there
" are 83 new, large developmenls lolalling aboul ‘ .
14,000 lots on which in mid-Seplember stood

roughly 4000 houses compleled or under con-

struction. In 1949-50 Charlolle had 30 school

butldings (capacily, 17,610 pupils); following

a program lthen formulaled, 21 new schools

have since been buill (15 elemenlary, 4 junior

high, 2 senior high; capacily, 11,560) and

nearly every exisling building has been added

lo or rehabililaled. The program in surround-

ing Mecklenburg Counly has been aboul two

thirds as large. A new 5-year cily-counly ‘
program is jusl slarling. o ¢
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Charlotte  embarked on ils  current
school building program after World
War 1L The money for new buildings
has come primarily from bonds issued
by Mecklenburg County, with the pro-
ceeds prorated between the city and the
County. Since 1946 a total of $23,795,000
has been sold in four issues; no issue has
?Jccn voled down al the polls; a fifth is
In prospeel this fall. As the amount
issued has inereased so have the Counly’s
assessed valuations. In 1952 there was a

much-needed property revaluation. The.

stalutory debt limit is 5 per cent, and
(counting in debt service payments) all
bond issues afler 1946 have been close
[.0 l.,hc limit; in other words, the debt-lo-
h}ml, ralio has been quile constant.
Since 1916 the cily has spent on con-
struction nearly $17 million. Most of
this has come from bond issues, a small
spure is capital outlay and another por-
tion, stale grants. In addition, Char-
lotle has spent about $1 million of
capital outlay funds on modernizing,
renovating, re-lighting, rewiring, etc., in
old buildings.

Business of this magnitude might
well have appalled the Charlotte school-
men of carlier days, though judging
from what they did accomplish one
suspects they would nevertheless have
tackled it. Charlotte was settled in the
1750’s, mainly by Scotch-Irish Presby-
'Lerians, sturdy dissenters whose sincere

~interest in education is in all probability
an underlying reason for the high order
of its educational plant, administration
and policies, and for the high local re-

Shamrock Gardens Elementary

gard for the leaching profession as well
as for the archilects. As in other states,
North Carolina’s early schools were
private academies; in 1863 a bill to
create grade schools was introduced in
the legislature by Mr. Harris of Cabar-
rus County, near Charlotie. Politics and
the Civil War interrupled; in 1875 the
necessary tax bill was passed, but nol
until May, 1880, was il ratified by
Charlolle’s voters. A few weeks later
the cily’s Board of School Commis-
sioners was organized; in March, 1882
it picked its first Superintendent of
Schools, T. J. Mitchell of Mt. Gilead,
Ohio, who went to the best professional

" school he could find — Oswego, N. Y.,

Normal School — to get a core of well

trained teachers. The following Septem-

ber two public schools opened: one in
the barracks of the old Carolina Mili-

_tary Inslitute, and a school for Negro

children in a tobacco barn on Tifth St.
A teacher shortage existed in those days
too, and one of Superintendent Mitch-
ell’s first acts was to bring Miss Eva
Kellogg from Boston to head a teacher-
training division.

fartially developed
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Some of Charlolle’s recent schools have
helped accelerale sluggish though desirable
communily growlh. Shamrock Gardens
Elemenlary, slarled in 1950 and added lo
in 1952 al lolal cost of over $350,000
(R. Edwin Wilson § Assoc., Archis.) is
an example. The ssurrounding develop-
ment had progressed very slowly; with the
adven! of lhe school il was rap idly buill up.
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Central High

Myers Park Iigh

Elizabeth Elementary

"

THE INDIVIDUATL SCGHOOL
AND THE COMMUNITY ¢~
CHARLOTTE, N. C.

TYPICAL PROBLEMS -

To bring an enlire school syslem up lo dale involves rehabili-
lation of and addilions lo exisling structures as well as new
buildings. In 1946 Cenlral ITigh gol @ $17,400 field house

"(C. W. Connelly, Archl.); il has also been lhoroughly re-

habililated. Myers Park High, designed al aboul lhe same
Lime bul buill in slages (lolal cosl well over $1 million; J. IN.

" Pease Co., Archls.) as one of lhe counlry’s firsl campus-plan

secondary schools, has allracled nalional allenlion. Al
Elizabeth Elemenlary a $290,000 classroom addilion (Biber-
stein, Bowles § Meacham, Archilecls) was accommodaled
on a small, difficull urban sile. Ashley Park Elemenlary,
slarled in 1950 and enlarged in 1952 (iolal, over $375,000;
D. M. Mackinlosh, Archl.) was brand-new, or a larye sile;
in il new educalional ideas began lo Slower archileclurally..




In carly days Charlotie’s hoys and girls
were Laught in separale classtooms; in
the old South Graded School, the south
side of the building was the boys', the
north, the girls’. There were some great
teachers in those days: Miss Sally
Bethune, Miss Kate Shipp, Miss Lillie
Long are recorded ay being remembered
with respect and affection. They stayed
with the schools for a long time under a
suceession  of superintendents.  Supt.
. Mitchell became President of Alabama
State Normal in 1886; J. T. Corlew, a
former Charlotte school principal, was
superintendent, until 1888; and then
came Dr. Alexander Graham, who had
been  superintendent, at Fayetteville
since those schools opened in 1878. Dr.
Gruham thus had a rich background of
experience in public education, which
was just gelling under way in the state;
the policies he initiated have of course
been modified as educational theory has
advanced; but to the strength and char-
acter he built into Charlotte’s schools is
due much of their present vitality.
Under his aegis the graded school sys-
tem developed apace. His interest in
manual lraining and mechanical draw-
ing led him on a search for a promising
teacher, whom he found in Mr. C. C.
Hook of West Virginia, the father of the
present Walter W. Hook, F.A.LA., of
Charlotte, one of whose schools appears
in this collection. Drawing and music

rame Lo be considered valuable features
of the curriculum. By 1895, an increase
in local school taxes was necessary and
was approved at, the polls. By 1900, the
student body had outgrown its quarters
and a new building, soon to he regarded
as one of the most forward looking in the
country, was erccted:'the First Ward
School. On March 13, 1900, its corner-
stone was laid before a crowd of 3000. At
about that time Charlotte had 2700
pupils in ilts public schools, and 47
teachers. Today, in contrast, il has al-
most 30,000 pupils and approximately
1200 teachers,

Dr. Harry P. Iarding followed Dr
Graham in 1913, and after a long, suc-
cessful administration was followed in
1949 by the present superintendent, Dr.
Elmer II. Garinger. Dr. Harding or-
ganized the upper grades into a depart-
mentalized high school; and in 1923 the
entire system was itransformed into a

 6-3-3 organization. The junior high

schools then introduced were the first in
the state.

THE INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL AND THE COMMUNITY: ClIARLOTTE, N. C

Localions and design of many of (lhar-
lolle’s new schools have been sirongly in-
Sluenced by housing projecls; cooperalion
belween the schools and bolh prirale de-
velopers and public aulhorilies is standard -
praclice. Double Oaks Elemenlary, which
won nalional recognition (cost including
addilion, over $600,000 in 1951-52:
A. G. Odell § Assoc., Archis)), was
erecled on a parl of a public housing sile
that was unusable for housing, belween a
public and privale development

. ' Public hovsing

Private housing

N

DOUBLE OAKS ELEMENTARY

T 7
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LAKEVIEW ELEMENTARY

YORK ROAD JUNIOR HNIGII

MARIE DAVIS ELEMENTARY

B. o;-‘a.sue Lee
40 acres ~Tv-

wie Davis Elemenlary, anolher of
1950 planls lhat was added lo in
2, occupies a large sile parl of
ich was lurned over fo the housing
hority when thal agency needed
d. Laler the school board expanded

stle fo provide room for York Road -

vor High (above). Note: unless
rwise slaled, dales given are lhose of

calion. of funds, nol of aclual con-

elion, cosl figures are for consiruc-
1 only, not including sites, equip-
U, and similar faclors

‘been expected though larger enrollments had been

School populalion increased more rapidly than had Joseph W Malitor

Joreseen and schools planned for expansion. Lake-
view, slarled tn 1950, enlarged 1951, cosi (lolal) over
$300,000; Charles W. Connelly § Assoc., Archls.
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York Road Junior High, part of the 1952 program,
cost over $450,000 lo build; Charles W. Connelly ¢
Assoc., Archis. Ils sile, shared with Marie Davis
(below), was acquired in’ unusual fashion

o
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THE INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL AND TUE COMMUNITY: ) ‘

CHARLOTTE, N. C.

The wisdom with which Charlotie’s
school - administration has  progressed

under its present leadership has raised

its educational system Lo an enviable
position. At the close of World War
Il a substantial school building pro-
gram was inevitable. Recognizing that
this was likely 1o be a (ask beyond
their experience, the school authorities
retained a firm of educational consult-
ants (then Engelhavdt, Engelbard, &
Leggell, now Engelhardt, Engelhardt,
Leggelt & Cornel) (o survey needs,
make recommendations, and assist in
delail in carrying them through. The
survey and recommendations went far
beyond forecasts of pupil loads, site
sclections and similar major practical
responsibilities; they ineluded consulta-
tion on such fundamentals as the nature
of the educational program itself, and the
possibilities inherent in sound school-

community relationships. In effect the |

entire city became a vasl educalion
laboratory in which theory was evolved,
tested, refined, and after thorough in-
vesligation put into practice. No prob-
lems were ignored. Educational needs
were thoroughly discussed with teachers
and staffs, and on occasion superin-
tendents and specialists from all over
the nation were called in for group con-
sultations. The accuracy of the 1950 sur-
vey’'s predictions thus fulfilled is near

perfection: first priority called for 17 ele-

mentary schools to be built between
1950 and ’55; all but four additions have

been completed and of these two were -

provided in a different manner, two are

‘)

-~
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Chanlilly Elemenlary, starled 1946,
enlarged 1952 (cosl, $445,000; M.
R. Marsh, Archl); original class-
rooms are placed sawloolh-fashion,
a precedenl nol followed in laler
buildings. Like West Charlolle
High (below) il has a larger sile
than had earlier been considered
necessary

)

=

seafion il s o,

West Charlolle Senior High School, an-
other winner of national recognilion, is
just wilhin the presenl cily limils in the
center of a high-qualily Negro suburb thal
is building up on bolh sides of the counly
line. A new superhighway bisecling the
development and culling off access lo
school for many children led to cooperation
wilh highway authorilies lo oblain a
pedestrian overpass, and lo relocation oj: a
projecled elemenlary school on the sife
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carefully programmed educationally and designed lo remain, as il has, an effective part of lhe learning process
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THE INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL AND THE COMMUNITY:

+

c,x:&dSe Provision of facilities of this
- kind, active acceptance of all these en-

children but also for all its citizens. -

CHARLOT" "E, N. C.

“
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. In Charlolle, construclion of ser-

eral excellent schools has led lo
development of high-class Negro
suburbs — a rare phenomenon

Joseph W. Molitor

now under consideration. All of four .
secondary plants or additions have been
completed. Of lesser priority plants to be
built 1955-60, three have been com-
Pleted and several sites have been
obtained.

The Charlotte school system — or
any, for that matter — does not oper-
ate alone in its world. The city’s school
administration, it is evident, has cooper-
ated extensively with the local housing
authority, with benefits to both. The
schools have at times followed, at times
led privale developers, always closely.
‘There are the beginnings of similar
close relations between highway authori-
ties and the schools, between the Park
and Recreation Commission' and the
schools. The large school sites recom-
mended by the educational consultants,
IEngelhardt, Engelhardt, Leggett &
Cornell — and  almost  uniformly ac-
c¢quired — make admirable .beginnings
for joint school and park development, &
procedure which can be expected to in-

larging opportunities, is giving Char-
lottle good schools not only for all its =~ =
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- The spacious sile of Eastway Junior High, above, a 1952 project

($524,000;'J. N. Pease ¢ Co., Archis.), is one of many of the size
recommendetd by the consullanls. Below, modern shop in the old
Central High School (Biberstein, Bowles and Meacham, Archilecls)
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Above, Northwesl Junior High (Charles W. Connelly, Archl.) is one ema.mple of
the enicouragement of substantial Negro suburbs. Below, children’s art displayed
in Sedgefield Elemenlary (Waller W. Hook, Archt.). “Righl, band room, Easlway;
elernentary classrooms, Sedgefield and Merry Oaks (Paul Snyder, Archl.)
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. CHARLOTTE, N. C.

One postulate in the Charlotle school
bl‘lilding program has been utilization
of virtually all the city’s archilectural
- lalent. Certain advanlages have re-
sulled, most of them foreseen. There
has been no unethical practice, and yot.
Eiliﬂ' ompetition for jobs is the rule.
This has meant thal each architect. is
more than ever on his meltle when he
works on one of Charlotte’s schools,
w_hich of course means an increasingly
high standard of archilectural per-
formance. Tt was also considered edu-
calionally essential that all buildings
should fit. their precise individual needs,
and the repelitive details are few, the
repelitive plan non-existent. A natural
concomilant of the compelilive archi-
tectural situation, this might be ex-
Pecled to produce over-expensive siruc-
tures; in practice exaclly the opposite
has been true, chiefly because budgets
were carefully estimated and seldom
v;}olat.ed. One of the system's many
visitors — hardly a week passes with-

Archilects: A, G. Odell & Assoc,

THE INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL AND TI[E COMMUNITY: -

oul its quota ol sincerely inlerested
professional  inquiries  from far and
near — was Dr. A. J. Stoddard, Con-
sultant to the Fund for the Advance-
ment of Education. Dr. Stoddard was
quoted in local newspapers as being
thoroughly impressed with the ad-
vanced design of all the schools, with
the economy of land purchase and:
building construction, with the high
(quality; in any other city, he declared,
they would have cost half again as
much, e
Among the city’s architects “schools
are considered excellent commissions;
while architectural fees are not high—
indeed, one suspects that school jobs
are oflen undertaken partly because
they are civic duties and for the prestige

they carry —rarely has a Charlotte

architect actually lost money by doing
one. No architect can be expected to get
rich doing a superb custom job to a
tight budget, and that is exactly what

- Charlotte requires.

Cherlas W, Connally, Archt,
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Mosl recenl of Mecklenburyg
Counly's secondury schools is Wil-
son Junior ITigh School, named in
honor of the Counly Superintend-
enl, Jim Wilson. The school,
winner of awards in lwo national
compelilions, will evenlually house
1200 pupils. It is of light sleel
frame wilh shop-fabricaled wall
panels and exlensive glass areas,
campus-planned as a series of
buildings around several - courls.
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Aecklenbury Counly surrounds
Charlotle. School bonds for bolh
County and cily derive from lhe
Counly. As the cily's populalion
has densified and s lerrilory
expanded there have inevilably been
delicale silualions; in facl, lhere
has been. danger thal areas imme-
dialely oulside cily limils would
become a sorl of no-man’s land. To

averl [his the lwo boards of educa- .

tion are now cooperaling closely in
a jainl advance-planning. program.
Neanwhile the counly has been
“solving ils own building problems.
Above, lefl lo righl, Wesl Mecklen-
burg IHigh; Hoskins Elemenlary;
Paw Creek Elemenlary

Architect: R. E. Edwin Wilson
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One counly problem has  been
consolidalion of numerous small,
inefficient school buildings * info
fewer, larger, - beller funclioning
plants. There were many obslacles
— the pride of lhe several indi-
widual rural communilies, a di-
persily of opinions and loyallies,
a light budgel. The counly admin-
istration’s palience. has - overcome

most of these. Abote, right, the new

MecClintock Junior High
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HE INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL
AND THHE COMMUNITY:
CHARLOTTE, N. C.

Charlotte and Mecklenburg  County
were named in honor of Queen Charlotte
of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, wife of George
11 of England. Nevertheless the famous
Mecklenburg Declaration considerably
“antedated the colonies’ Declaration of
Independence. Self reliance still char-
aclerizes the people of the area. It is a
good thing, then, to know that these two
determined entities, the city and the
county, have chosen Lo cooperate 1o
solve their mutual school problems. As
_the county becomes suburban and the
city pushes out into the countryside
the question of who pays for whal
becomes important. To work things out
equitably both boards have retained
again the consultants who up to now
have worked with them scparately, and
the first report of a five-year, continuing,
joint survey of needs has been com-
pleted. Projects proposed for construc-
tion over the next five years are: Senior
high schools, 4 new, 9 additions; junior
highs, 7 new, 7 additions; elementary

schools, 14 new, 16 additions; and an

administration center to be the head-
quarters of both boards. The estimated
cost of these 58 projects is $23 to $25
million at present prices. If past per-
formance is a criterion, the new buildings
will contain many advances Over the
old; and it is to be remembered that
Charlotte's schools are noted for sensible
pioneering in their campus plans, their
schools-within-schools, their general
education laboratories, and their con-
-cern for the development of the indi-

vidual pupil as well as for the way they

have helped their city to grow.

The cily board provides no {ransportalion
for its pupils, bul all modes are in use
(pholos, lop lo botlom: on fool, high school

studenis’ jaloples, lower-graders” bicycles,”
commercial bus lines). The county uses.

school buses drivergkby&iudents :
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