Goals for
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools

Specificresults by the year2001:
Academic Achievement
e 85% ofthird gradestudentswillread atorabove gradelevel.
e 75% ofstudents will complete Geometry prior to the 11th grade.

* 33% ofgraduateswill complete atleastone Advanced Placement
or International Baccalaureate course.

¢ Disparitybased onrace, gender and socio-economicstatus willbe
no greater than 10 percentage points onall academicmeasures.

e AverageSATscoreswillbeequal tothenational average.

e Graduationrate of exceptional students whoearnadiploma will
increaseby 10%.

Safe and Orderly Environment

e 85% ofrespondentsonastudentsurvey willindicate they feel safe
atschool, believe students are well-behaved, and indicate they
know therules forappropriatebehavior and consequences forany
infractions.

Community Collaboration

e 85% ofrespondentsonafamily survey willindicateregularand
frequent communication from the school and feel that they are
free toexpress concerns or make suggestions.

Efficient and Effective Support Operations

e Deliversupportservicesontime, onbudget, with 100% accuracy
and with quality ator above the expectation of the school-based
customer.
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Important Numbers
Charlotte-Mecklenburg School System

Parents can call these numbers for
informationaboutvarious programs

AcademicallyGifted /
TalentDevelopment ............c.cccceueees 343-6955
AhleticS ..o 343-6980
Child Nutrition, Reduced Lunch ....... 343-6041
CMSInformationCenter ................... 379-7010
Education Center (central offices) .... 379-7000
Exceptional Children ...........ccccooeue.c.. 343-6960
Health Department(Meck.Co.) ........ 336-5497
MagnetSchools ........ccoveeecuernineeecnes 343-5030
Pupil Assignment ...........ccccecueinnnnes 343-5335
Registering a Child for School........... 343-5335
StudentInsurance.........ccccceeeveennenne.. 379-7220
StudentServices
AfterSchool
EnrichmentProgram (ASEP) ..... 343-5567
AlternativeSchools....................... 343-3768
A\Y/ | O 379-7127
Community Involvement
&Partnerships .......c.ccocvveeucunenace 379-7152
Discipline/Hearings/ Exclusion .... 343-5330
DropoutPrevention...................... 379-7204
Family & Community Relations . 379-7111
Family Services/Comer ............... 379-7170
Guidance & Counseling .............. 379-7427
Intervention/Prevention .............. 379-7425
School Health Services................ 336-5496
Transportation ..........cccoeeeiiinnn, 343-6715
Superintendent
Dr.EricSmith ..ccoovveveeieiiiiieee, 379-7135

Regional Assistant Superintendents

ElvaCooper .......cccccoveuiinininiiiiinns 379-7410
JORNFLIS .ot 379-7004
CatherineMunn .......c..ccceecevneeenenen. 379-7360
BeverlyMoore ........ccccoeeicininnincnnnne. 379-7411
CalvinWallace .........cccccvuvivicucuneninnee 379-7351
DennisWilliams ..........ccccceuvueecucunnee. 379-7412
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Members of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Board of Education

Arthur Griffin, Jr., Chairperson
5822 Rimerton Drive
Charlotte, NC 28226

542-0764

JohnLassiter, Vice-Chairperson
2632 Winding Oak Drive
Charlotte, NC 28270
542-1426

WilhelmeniaRembert, Member At-Large
7338Santorini Lane
Charlotte, NC28277

543-5454

James Puckett, Member District 1
5801 Paper White Lane
Charlotte, NC 28269
596-1145

Vilma Leake, Member District2
1327 BeaconRidgeRd. #1431
Charlotte, NC 28210
556-7877

George Dunlap, Member District3
4728 GarvisRoad
Charlotte, NC 28269
597-5980

Louise Woods, Member District4
1327 Cedarwood Lane
Charlotte, NC 28212
536-0335

Molly Griffin, Member District5
620 CherokeeRd.
Charlotte, NC 28207
376-5524

LindalynKakadelis, Member District6
10828 Copperfield Drive
Pineville, NC 28134
543-6313
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Parent & Family Involvement

The success of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools requires the commitmentand involvement of
parents. Parentsestablish the foundation foreducational achievement when they show aninterest
in their child’seducation and establish high standards and expectations of performance forboth
their children and school personnel. Research clearly indicates that student performanceislikely
toimproveif parents are meaningfully involved in their child’s schooling.

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education has made a strong commitment toexpand and
improve the opportunities for parentand family involvementin the schools.

EMS PULIEW\ Parent/Family Involvement

#1230
4/8/%

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education believes that parentand family
involvementmustbeaggressively pursued and supported by homes, schools / colleges /
universities, communities, businesses, faith congregations, organizations and government
entitiesby working together inamutually collaborative effort.

Asthenation focuses oneducational excellence, the Board realizes thata child’s education
beginsatbirth. Parents and family members, as their primary teachers, play a vital rolein the
intellectual, social and emotional growth of their children. Thus, the Board will commit to
seeing thateach school establishes a comprehensive parentinvolvement program which
includes parenteducation programsand activities that will assist parent / families insupporting
classroomlearning.

Allparents/familiesand educators mustmake family involvementineducationa priority;
thus, the Board commits to providing supportand coordination for school staff and parents to
implementand sustainappropriate parentinvolvement. The foundation for asuccessfulhome
school partnershipiseffective communication which encourages the development of mutual
supportbetweenhome and school. Parents / families and educators musteffectively
communicate and join forces to make sure children are successfullearners. Thus, the Board
commits to the establishment of effective two-way communication betweenall parents /
families and schools, respecting the diversity and differing needs of families.

Abroad spectrum of families, school staff and community representatives mustbe
significantly involved inschool governance and decision making on thelocal school and
systemwidelevel. Thus, the Board will committo seeing thateach school developseffective
school planning / managementteams.

Improved studentachievementmustbe the equally shared responsibility and ultimate goal
of parents, teachers, the school system asa whole and the community atlarge. Thus, the
Board commits to seeing thateach school has effective volunteer programs to address student
needs and commits to utilizing schools to assist students and families in connecting with
community resources.

TheBoard commits thatitwillimpactstudentachievementsignificantly by improving the
quality and quantity of parent/ family involvement. Consequently, the Board will provide
guidance, supportand the necessary funding toenable parents tobecome active partnersin
education.
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Volunteering at School

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools has astrong commitment to community and family
involvementin theschools. The Department of Community Involvementand Partnershipsis
responsible for coordinating volunteer programs throughout CMS. A Coordinator of Volunteers
workswithindividualschools to provide supportand assistancein meeting their volunteer needs.
Eachschoolisencouraged to provide quality volunteer experiences that will mutually benefit
studentsand volunteers. Information on volunteering can be obtained by calling the Community
Involvementand Partnerships Departmentat379-7152.

...Atthe Elementary School Level

Volunteersare animportant partof every school. They play a vital role by assisting teachers
and other staff membersas well as providing individualized attention for students. Atthe
elementary level, volunteers work with students as tutors, mentors, and lunch or reading buddies.
They assistin the classrooms, media centers and offices as well as serve as resource speakers and
classtrip chaperones. Through the school organizationssuchas PTA / PTSA or PTO, volunteers
provideinputand supportonschoolissuesas well as coordinate extra-curricular functionsand
special projects throughout the year. Aboveall, parents should remember that they are their child’s
firstand mostimportant teacher and that many learning opportunities take placein thehome as
wellasatschool.

...AttheMiddle School Level

Middleschools offerwonderful opportunities for volunteerinvolvement. Although middle
schoolstudents are moreindependentand peer oriented than elementary students, parents arestill
avital partof the school experience, and their time and talentare very much needed. Volunteers
can chaperone field trips, work on fundraising and beautification projects, and serve on Booster
Clubsand PTA /PTSA or PTOBoards. Although the curriculumis more specific, tutorsand mentors
canprovidemeaningfulindividualized attention for students.

...Atthe High School Level

Involvementinhighschool provides very rewarding opportunities for volunteers. Even though
students are mobile and involved in their own activities both within the school structure and
outside, the attention of aninterested adult can make asignificantimpacton thelife of ahigh
school student. Mentors provide role models for young adults ata critical stage in their
development. Volunteers can support the studentsby working with Booster Clubs, PTA / PTSA or
PTO, and otherextra-curricularactivities. Volunteers are alwaysneeded and welcomed in the high
schools—especially in the fall tobring career and college information to students and in the
spring tojudge the Senior Exit Essay presentations.
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The School Advisory Team /School Planning and

Management Team and Other School Committees
One of the most valuable opportunities for parental involvement will be the School Advisory
Team (SAT) or, in Comer Schools, the School Planning and Management Team (SPMT). Parents
areselected by the school’s parentbody and are appointed toserve on the Team. The SAT /SPMT
hasanadvisory role supporting the principal as the school’s instructional leader and advises the
principalin the areas of planning, management, communication and evaluation. Parents can find

outmore aboutthe SAT /SPMT by contacting the PTA President, the principal or the Family &
Community Relations Office at379-7320.

Inaddition, each school willhave anumber of committees for parents tohelp advise and
support theschool’seducational process. The PTA / PTSA or PTOwill have anumber of
committees, and the principal may have committee positions for parents.

Parent-Teacher Conferences

A parent-teacher conferenceis an opportunity forachild’s parent(s) / guardian and teacher to
meetto discuss how the child can achieve the best possible education by meeting his or her
individual needs. Conference timeissetaside at the end of the first grading period for parents to
meet with their child’s teacher.

The two-way communication goesbeyond the report card tobring out more facts and to create
better understanding of the child’s progress. The parents and teacher together form theideal
partnership tohelp the child.

Parents areencouraged to ask fora conference:
e Whenthey wanttoshareinformation abouttheir child
e Whentheyare concerned about their child’sacademicprogress

e Whenthereare family concerns thatmay affect the child’s progress

Parents should makealist of points to ask, share or discuss with the teacher, such as:

e Thechild’shobbies, talents, study habits and any sensitiveissues (i.e. weight, health
concerns, physical defects, shyness, etc.) that can help the teacher know and understand
the child

* Anoutline of materials tobe covered in the subjectarea(s)
e Factorsingradingthe child’s progress

e Planninghow parents and the teacher canhelp the child become successful.

Ifyour child ishaving difficulty and your school has contacted you aboutit, youshould
schedulea conference assoon as possible. Please donot waituntilitis toolate toaddress the
concern. A timely conference is the best way to assure the success of the student.

Afterthe conference, parents should talk with the child about the results and make follow-up
contacts with the teacher. The school will also contact parents / guardians toschedule conferences.
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Parent Concerns

Parents want thebest for their children. So does the Charlotte-Mecklenburg School System.
With thatinmind, the school system encourages parents to call if they have concerns,
suggestions or complaints. Ifa parenthas aschool-related complaint, they should seek resolution
attheindividual schoolby contacting:

e First, theteacher
e Second, the principal

e Iftheissueremainsunresolved, then the Regional Assistant Superintendentassigned to
the school

TheRegional Assistant Superintendent canbe reached by calling the Education Center at379-
7001.If anissue remains unresolved, and ithas general application for the school’s general
mission, the parentmay contact the chairperson of the School Advisory Team/School Planning
and Management Team. These teams servesinanadvisory role to the principal.

Access to Pupil Records

Parents/ guardians oreligible students who wish toinspectand review the cumulative record
folder will submita requestin writing to the principal of the student’s school, according to
Regulations #5115.2. The principal will schedule the review as early as possible after the date of
the request, butinno case later than45 days. The review will take
placein the principal’s office or atanother designated place. A school
official competentininterpreting studentrecords will be presentat
the review. Copies of the records may be requested after the review.

Fute bl | el

Dial-A-Teacher b | G | Bl

Dial-A-Teacherisahomework assistanceline which operates
Monday through Thursday, from 5-8 p.m., whenschoolisin session. It
isstaffed by teachers whohelp students (or parents / guardians / tutors
working with children) with questions aboutlanguage arts, math,
scienceand social studies.

The Dial-A-Teacher numberis 375-6000.

1 S

CMS Grading Scale
A 93-100
B 85-92
C 77-84
D 70-76
F Below 70, Failing
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FEDERAL LAWR

FAMILY EDUCATIONALRIGHTS ANDPRIVACYACT

#5125.6a
8/87
The Family Educational Rightsand Privacy Act (FERPA)isafederallaw that
governs the maintenance of studentrecords. Under thatlaw, parents of students or
studentsifthey areatleast 18 years of age have both the right to inspectrecords kept
by the school about the studentand the right to correctinaccuracies in the records.
Access to therecordsby persons other than the parents or the studentsis limited and
generally requires prior consentby the parents of the student. Board policy and
guidelines governall of therights of parents or the students under FERPA. Copies of
this policy and these guidelines may be found in the superintendent’s office and in the
principal’s office of each school within the system and may be obtained upon request.

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools classify the following as directory information:

¢ Student’sname

* Address

e Telephonelisting

e Dateand placeofbirth

e Participationinofficially recognized activities and sports
e  Weightand heightof members of the athletic teams

* Datesofattendance

¢ Awardsreceived

e Schooland gradelevel of currentassignment

e Mostrecentpreviousschool attended by the student

School officials may release this information to any person without the consent of
the parents or the student. Any parentor eligible student who objects to the release of
any or all of thisinformation withouthis / her consentmustnotify, in writing, the
principal of the school where the records are kept within five days after the date of this
notice. The objection muststate whatinformation the parent or student doesnot want
tobe classified as directory information. If no objectionis received within five days, the
information willbe classified as directory information until the beginning of the next
school year.

Complaintsabout failures of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools to comply with
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Actmaybe made, inwriting, to FERPA
Office, Department of Healthand Human Services, 600 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C.20201.
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CMS-TV21

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools operates a24-houraday cable television channel. CMS-TV
Cable Channel 21 offers a mix of interesting, educational programming, live broadcasts of
meetings of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (usually the second Tuesday of the
month, beginning at6:00 p.m.), and a Bulletin Board. Check the Bulletin Board forinformation
regardingschool closings, special information about CMS or specificinformation about
happeningsatvariousschools.

CMS Information Center

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools Information Centeris acomponent of the Public
Information Departmentand islocated at the Education Center, 701 East Second Street, on the
tirst floor. The phone number is 379-7010.

Information aboutschools, including programs and services, isavailable to parents, students,
employees, local citizens, newcomers, agencies, other school systems and communities. The
Information Center also receives callsabout concerns or complaints and provides guidancein
resolving problems through referrals toschool system departments or agencies.

Inclement Weather

The safety of all children s our first concern when deciding if schools must be closed or their
opening delayed because of weather conditions.

Here are someimportant points toremember.

The decision to close schools or to delay opening them willbe madeno
later than 5:30 a.m. If possible, the decision willbe made the evening
before.

Tuneintoarearadioand televisionstationsand CMS-TV for the
N announcementor contactaneighbor who canlisten foryou. DONOT
CALL schools, the Education Center or the news media.

Generally, all Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools will be affected by the
decision, notjustschoolsinareas of the county where weather
conditionsaremostsevere.

l | If noannouncementis made, then schools will operate onanormal
schedule.

Weather conditions sometimes worsen during the day after children havearrived atschool. If
early dismissal of schoolsisnecessary,local radioand television stations will make theannouncement.
DONOT CALLschools, the Education Center orthe news media. Working parentsareadvised to
make arrangements for child care on days when schools mustbe dismissed early.

Ifschoolis canceled or dismissed early, all activities for students, including CMS after school
activitiesand After School Enrichment Programs (ASEP), willbe canceled.
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Optional Student Costs

Insurance (all grade levels)

The voluntary studentaccidentinsurance programis alow-costway for parents todefray
medical expenses resulting from accidents to their children. For parents whohave medical
insurance, the studentaccidentinsurance can help cover the expense gaps thatareleftby
insurance deductibles, limitations and exclusions. The policy can provide primary coverage for
accidents to families who donothave other medical insurance. Students will receive brochures
describing the studentaccidentinsurance plan.

BasicOption HighOption
School Time Coverage $ 8 $18
24-HourCoverage $39 $69

School Pictures

School pictures, picture books, picture yearbooks/yearbooks: (see regulations #5135)

Elementary Schools—Individual pictures and group pictures may be made during the school
year. Purchase options offered in grades K-5include soft cover picture books not toexceed a
purchase price of $8 plus tax; group pictures not to exceed a purchase price of $7 plus tax; one
itemina packetatnomore than $6 plus tax, with no maximum price limit forlarger packages.

Middle Schools —Individual picturesmaybe made only twice ayear. Group pictures may be
made as appropriate forinclusionin the yearbook (see Middle School section at the back of this
handbook). Purchase options offered in middle schoolsinclude oneitemina packetatnomore
than $6 plus tax and nomaximum limit for the entire package. Picture books (yearbooks) are not
toexceed a purchase prices of $12.50 plus tax (see CMSregulations #6145.31).

High Schools—Individual pictures may bemade only twice a year. Group picturesmaybe
madeasappropriate forinclusionin the yearbook. Purchase options offered in grades 9-12 include
oneiteminapacketatnomore than $6 plus tax with no maximum limit per package.

Meal Prices

Breakfast Lunch Milk
Elementary Students $1.00 $1.50 $.50
Secondary Students $1.00 $1.65 $ .50
Adults $1.50 $2.25 $ .50

Applications for free or reduced meals are available ateach school.
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CMS POLICYA

Challenging Instructional Materials

#6161
8/87
The Charlotte-Mecklenburg School System strives tomake available toall students
appropriateinstructional materials and resources selected inaccordance with statelaw,
Board policy and administrative regulations. Instructional materials provide varying
degreesof difficulty and appeal to the differentneeds, interests and viewpoints of
studentsand teachers.

Occasionally, parents may object to some materials despite the care that the school
system takesin the selection process. Parents who object to abook from the system’s
supplementary readinglistmay request thatasubstitute selection be assigned to their
child. Uponsuch arequest, the teacher will assign a substitute selection.

Inaddition, parents who have objections to certain instructional materials and
resources used by the schoolmay observe the following process:

The complainant must file objections in writing by completing the form
“Citizen’s Request for Reconsideration of Instructional Materials and
Library Media Center Resources.” (Copies are available at each school.)

The challenge will be referred to the Media and Instructional Materials
Advisory Committee. The committeeincludes the assistant principal and
the mediaspecialistas chairpersons, the principal, gradelevel or
departmental representatives, and a parent. Students alsoareincluded on
the committee whenappropriate.

The committee will review the challenged material and the complainant’s
objections and will prepare a written report for the complainant within 20
working daysafter receiptof the completed form.

Special Note:

All Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools Board of Education Policies that are reprinted as part of
thishandbook canbe found ina policy notebook at any Charlotte-Mecklenburg school or the
CMS PublicInformation Office.

These policies are established by the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education. Frequently
they areaccompanied by regulations thatinclude specificinstructions on how the policy should
beimplemented.
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Americans With Disabilities Act — Title II

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education does not discriminate againstany personon
thebasis of disability inadmission or access to the programs, services, or activities of the Charlotte-
MecklenburgSchools, in the treatment of individuals with disabilities, orin any aspect of
operations. The school system does not discriminate on the basis of disability inits hiring or
employmentpractices.

Thisnoticeis provided as required by Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of
1990 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Questions, concerns, or requests for
additional informationregarding the ADA and Section 504 may be forwarded to the designated
compliance coordinatorslisted below.

Forthe ADA: Ms.DorisR. Hillegass
Charlotte-MecklenburgSchools
701 East Second Street
P.O.Box30035
Charlotte, NC 28230-0035
(704) 379-7107

For Section 504: Mr.Frank Gadsden
Charlotte-MecklenburgSchools
WaltonPlaza, Suite 404
700 East Stonewall Street
Charlotte, NC 28202-2716
(704) 343-6960

For ADA MattersRelating

toEmployment: Ms. AdaWhite
Charlotte-MecklenburgSchools
EmployeeRelations Department
701 East Second Street
P.O.Box 30035
Charlotte, NC 28230-0035
(704) 379-7240

PublicInformation TTY (704) 379-7388

Allother TTY calls, use

Relay North Carolina: 800-735-2962/TTY

800-735-8262/V

This notice is available in alternative formats upon request.

Non-Discrimination Policy

Withrespectto the services provided to the Charlotte-Mecklenburg community, no person
shallbe discriminated againstin any educational program, activity or otherrelated service based on
race, color, religion, gender, age, national origin or disability. Any employee who fails to comply
with CMSpolicy regarding equal opportunity is subject toappropriate disciplinary action.
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Exceptional Children

The Purpose of Programs for Exceptional Children

The primary purpose for Exceptional Children programsis to ensure thatstudents with
disabilities develop mentally, physically and emotionally through the provisionof anappropriate
andindividualized educationin theleastrestrictiveenvironment.

Exceptional Children are students who are unable tohaveall theireducational needs metina
regular class withoutspecial education or related services. Classifications of Exceptional Children
include those whoare autistic, hearing impaired (deaf or hard-of-hearing), mentally handicapped
(educable, trainable or severely-profoundly), multi-handicapped, orthopedically impaired, other
healthimpaired, behaviorally-emotionally handicapped, specificlearning disabled, speech-language
impaired, traumaticbraininjured and visually impaired (blind or partially sighted). Exceptional
Children programsand services areidentified asboth instructional programs and instructional
supportservices, depending upon theeducational needs of anindividual student.

Content Sequence and Learning Outcomes

Curricula formost Exceptional Children follow the curricula for studentsin general education.
Emphasisis placed oninstructionin communication and language arts, social studies, healthful
living, mathematics, science, and career and vocational education, depending upon the needs of the
individualstudent. Attentionis focused upon cognitive, affective, motor, and vocational
developmentwithin the curricular areas. The Individual Education Plan (IEP) states in writing the
special education programs and services tobe provided to each Exceptional Childrenstudent.

Where to Get Assistance

If youhave questions about the need for Exceptional Childrenservices orif youhave questions
aboutthe programsin yourschool, contact the Exceptional Children Support Teacherassigned to
each schoolby calling the school directly. You may also contact the school and ask to speak with
the Exceptional ChildrenIEP Committee Chairperson. Foradditional information or assistance,
please call the Exceptional Children Departmentat 343-6960, whichislocated on the fourth floor
of Walton Plaza, 700 E. Stonewall Street, directly behind the Mecklenburg County Aquatic Center.

|
0
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FEDERAL LAWS

PARENTALRIGHTSREGARDINGSECTION 504 OF THE
REHABILITATION ACTOF1973

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Actof 1973 is anondiscrimination statute that
prohibits discrimination and is designed to assure thatdisabled studentshave
educational opportunities and benefits equal to those provided tonondisabled students.

Aneligible studentunder Section 504 is astudent who (1) has (2) has arecord of
havingor (3)isregarded as having, a physical or mentalimpairment thatsubstantially
limits a majorlife activity such aslearning.

Itis the policy of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Educationnot to
discriminate on the basis of disabilities inits educational programs, activities, or
employmentpracticesasrequired by the Act.

Theregulations forimplementing Section 504 provide parentsand / or students the

followingrights:

1. Youhavearighttobeinformed of yourrights under Section 504, whichis the
purposeof thisnotice.

2. Section504 requires the school system tolocate, evaluate, and determineifa
studentisaqualified individual requiring accommodations necessary to provide
accesstoeducational programs.

3. Youhavearighttoreceivenoticeinareasonable time before CMSidentifies,
evaluates, or changes your child's placement.

4. Youhavearighttoperiodicre-evaluationand evaluationbefore significant
changein placement.

5. Youhavetheopportunity toreview relevanteducational records under the
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act. The requirements are described in
the Board's policy manual on file at the Education Center.

6. Youhavearighttorequestaninformal conference with the principal and the

assistance teamif you disagree with the decisions reached by the school
regardingidentification, evaluation, educational program or placement. If your
concernsarenotresolved, youmay requestahearing before animpartial
hearing officer by notifying the Board's Section 504 Director in writing at the
addresslisted below. Youhave the righttobe represented by your counselin
theimpartialhearing process and to appeal theimpartial hearing officer's
decision. For moreinformation contact: Frank Gadsden, 700 East Stonewall,
Suite 404, Charlotte, NC 28202, 343-6960.
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Talent Development Program

"Soaring with our strengths to solve academic and intellectual challenges.”

The goal of the Talent Development Program s to support the development of rich contentand
opportunities for learners to reachlevels of academicachievement consistent with theirhigh
intellectual abilities. Students should demonstrate mastery of abody of knowledge not previously
mastered and new skillsand competencies. Implementation of the Talent Development Programis a
collaborationbetweenregular educationand specialistsin gifted education. Regulareducation
supportsskill grouping inlanguage arts and math for K-8 students. Ultimately, the Program supports
CMS families and teachers in efforts to help high performing students realize their potential, enhance
their personalunderstanding and prepare tolead productive, responsiblelives.

InCMS, elementary studentsareidentified as they demonstrate extraordinary problem-solving in
theareas oflanguage, math and spatial perception. When presented with an open-ended or
challenging problem, extraordinary problem-solvers demonstrate creativity, critical thinking, and task
commitmentinorder toreacha productive solution. Identified students have clear or extreme
strengths thatrequire differentiated curriculum and instructionin order to experience and to
demonstratesignificantacademicand intellectual growth. Inaddition tolanguage arts and math skill
grouping, elementary curriculum enrichment designed for these students emerges from the standard
course of study butextendsbeyond it. Each elementary school offers one of three programming
options for their students:

* Encounter Resource offers directinstruction to small groups of students for aminimum of six
hours permonthina pull-out class with a teacher trained in gifted education. Fast-paced, in-
depthstudiesenhance complex thinking and creative problem-solving processes.

* Catalyst Collaborationbuilds on Encounter services by adding collaborationbetween
classroom teachers and teachers trained in gifted education. Together, they develop
curriculum, engagein professional developmentand co-teach.

*  Academic Magnet Centers are the three elementary schools that offer full-time gifted
classrooms for studentsin grades 3-5. Placementis available during the annual spring magnet
schoollottery. Studentsin these schools are automatically offered placementin the Middle
Years International Baccalaureate Program.

Each middleschool receives support for a full-time Talent Development Catalyst teacher who
workswithstudents and teachers to develop rigorous, accelerated, complex curriculumand
appropriate instructional practicesin math, language arts, science and social studies. High performing
middleschoolstudentsare evaluated annually for instructional placementin Accelerated or Scholars
language arts and math courses. Students are grouped in classes or clusters for instruction.

Atthehighschoollevel, students self-select their strand forinterdisciplinary or discipline-specific
Honors or Advanced Placementclasses. Inaddition, some high school offer the full International
Baccalaureate programineleventh and twelfth grades as well as Pre-IB for ninth and tenth grades.
These are available in three schools through the magnetenrollment process and in two schools to the
assigned population.

Ifyou have questions about the identification of gifted students or if you have questions about
the programinyour school, contact the school directly. They will put you in touch with the teacher
or counselor who can address your concerns. For additional information or assistance, please contact
the Elementary, Middle or High School Curriculum and Instruction Teams, located at Walton Plaza,
700 East Stonewall St.
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Multicultural Education

#6141
1/2/%

The Charlotte-MecklenburgBoard of Educationis committed toa world class school
system with supportseducational excellence regardless of race, gender, national origin,
differentabilities or religion. Equitable academic programs and services whichrespond to
theneedsofadiverse student population and which prepare all students fora changing
workplaceand pluralisticsociety are essential.

The Charlotte-MecklenburgBoard of Education defines multicultural education as that
whichrecognizes, valuesand affirms diversity ina pluralisticenvironment. Education that
ismulticultural fosters:

1. acceptanceand appreciationof diversity,

2. developmentofgreater understanding of cultural patterns,
3. respectforpeopleofall cultures,
4

developmentof positive, productive interactionamong people and experiences of
diverse cultural groups,and

5. understanding of historical, political and economicbases of currentinequities.

Multicultural educationisnotalimited experience buta continuous process which
embraces and accepts theinterdependence of national and global groups. Theseinclude
racial, ethnic, regional, religious and socio-economic groups, as well asmenand women,
youngand old, and persons with differentabilities.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools will acknowledge and appreciate the value of diversity
throughoutthe curriculum, instruction and staff development.

Did you know?

e Forthepastfiveyears, the top 10% of Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools seniors outscore the top 10% of
seniors nationwide on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT)?

e Fourofthestate's 12 Schools of Excellence (based on the
1997 ABCs)were Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools?

e In1997-98, over525students havebeensingled out for state,
national orinternational awards (excluding team sports
awards)? Theseawardsinclude national writing, scienceand
artsawards, aswell asawards for such extra-curricular
activitiesas chess, High-Q, and Odyssey of the Mind.

Were Building Dreams in
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools!
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JCMS POLICY

School Uniforms #5132.1
7/9/%

TheBoard of Education will authorize schools toimplement programsin which students are
required to wear uniforms atschool during the regular school day. The wearing of school uniforms
should allow students to focus oninstructional objectives of the school, favorably impactstudent
attitude, promote harmony among students and enhance theimage of the school. The wearing of
uniforms should not prohibitstudents from wearing particular attire thatis part of their religious
practice or from wearing or displaying items that donot contribute to disruption or interfere with
discipline or the rights of others.

Ifaschool wishes toimplementa program in which students are required to wear uniforms at
school, the principal and staff will work with the School Advisory Team / PTA / School Planning and
Management Team (Comer schools)in developing alocal school plan. The planmustaddress the
following;:

1. Educational value of uniforms.

2. Type, costand colorof uniforms. Schools may chooseblue, khaki, white oracombination
thereof for their uniforms.

3. Provisionsforanadequate number of uniforms for students. Nostudentshall be denied
uniformsbased oninability to pay.

4. Involvementof parentsinimplementationof the plan
5. Enforcementofthe plan, including consequences/ procedures for failure to wear uniforms.

Parents will thenbe surveyed to determineif they arein favor of students wearing uniforms. If
atleast70percentof the parentsurveysare returned and 80 percent of those are in favor of uniforms,
the planwillbe submitted to the Superintendentand the Board of Education forapproval.

Inschools where the wearing of uniforms by studentsis an expectation, notarequirement, the
same procedures outlined aboveare tobe followed.
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Internet Acceptable Use

EMS PULItm\ Internet Acceptable Use

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools offers an electronic Internetnetwork, CMSNet, accessible by
students, teachers and staff. The Internet, an electronichighway, connects thousands of computers,
computernetworksand individual subscribers around the world. CMS users will signan Internet
Acceptable Use Agreement prior tobeing given access to CMSNet. This agreement will define the
educational objectives and guidelines for use as well as unacceptable uses which willlead to
revocation of access and possiblelegal action.

CMSwillinstall centralized software to control, monitor and filter inappropriate material.
Studentsunder age 18 musthave written parental permissionbeforebeing given access to CMSNet.

CMSRegulation #6160
I. Acceptable Use

CMSNET willbeused inaresponsible, efficient, ethical and legal manner and mustbein
supportof the educational objectives and the studentbehavior guidelines of the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools. Transmission of material in violation of any federal or state regulationis
prohibited. Unacceptable usesinclude, butare notlimited to the following:

A Violationcopyrightlaws

Forwarding personal communications without the author’s prior consent
Using threatening or obscene material

Distributing material protected by trade secret

Utilizing CMSNET for commercial purposes

Providing political or campaigninformation

O mmgnw

Using offensive orharassing statements or language including disparagement of others
based on their race, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, disability, religious or
political beliefs

Sending or soliciting sexually oriented messages orimages

- T

Operating abusiness for personal gain, sending chainletters, or soliciting money for any
reason

II. Restriction

CMSwillinstall WebTrack, a centralized software solution that provides Internet control,
monitoring, and filtering. This softwareis the critical component of the Internet protection package
sinceitallows valuable online Internetaccess while restricting access to specificunwanted
categoriesincluding pornography, gambling, illegal drugs, online merchandising, hate speech,
criminalskills, alternativejournals, and games. The program willbe updated on aregularbasis.
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III. Netiquette Rules
Users must abide by network etiquette rules. These rulesinclude, butare notlimited to the
following;:
A Bepolite;rudenessisneveracceptable
B. Useappropriatelanguage; donotswear, use vulgarities orany otherabusive or
inappropriatelanguage
C. Donotreveal personal addresses or phonenumbers
D. Donotdisrupttheuse of the network

E. Assumeall communicationsand informationaccessible via the networkis private property
IV. Privileges

The use of CMSNET isa privilege, notaright. Inappropriate use will resultin limitation or
cancellation of user privileges and possible disciplinary actions.

V. Disclaimer

CMSNET willnotbe responsible forany damages suffered, includingloss of dataresulting
from delays, nondeliveries, service interruptions, orinaccurate information. The useraccepts
personal responsibility forany information obtained viaCMSNET.

VI. Security

Security onany computersystemisahigh priority, especially when the system involves many
users. Attempts to tamper with the program, access the system as any otheruser, ortosharea
password will resultin cancellation of user privileges. Electronic mailisnot guaranteed tobe
private; system operatorshave access toallmail. Messages relating to or in supportofillegal
activities willbe reported to the authorities, and disciplinary action will follow.

VII. Vandalism

Vandalismwillresultin cancellation of user privilegesand disciplinary action. Vandalismis defined
asany maliciousattempttoharmordestroy equipmentand / ordataof anyone connected to the
Internet. Thisincludes, butis notlimited touploading, creating, or transmitting computer viruses.
Vandalismof computersystems, including unauthorized access, isa violation of criminallaw.

VIIL. Agreement

Students mustsign the CMS Agreement Form #6160, located at the back of thishandbook,
priortoaccessing CMSNET. Parentor guardian mustsign the CMS AgreementForm #6160, prior
tostudentsunderage 18 accessing CMSNET.

Other users mustsign the CMS Agreement Form #6160.1, located in the Forms Notebook,
priortoaccessing CMSNET.

See back of this handbook for Internet Use agreement form.
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Health & Physical Education

School Health Services

Schoolnursesin theschool system are employed by the Mecklenburg County Health
Departmentand are presentin each school one-to-two days per week. Nursing servicesinclude
identification of health problems, referrals to community resources, consultation with parentsand
physicians about health problems, health teaching and counseling for students, consultation with
administrators and staff regarding health-related activities atschool such ashealthroom
procedures, medicationadministrationand communicable disease control.

PARENTS ... If your child has a chronic health problem or any health condition which needs
special assistance at school, please contact your school health nurse. Examples of health problems
that the nurse needs to talk to parents about include diabetes, seizures, sickle cell disease,
asthma, etc. The nurse will work to ensure that your child’s special health care needs are met.

CMS Authorization of Medication For Students

Wheneverpossible, the parentor guardian should make arrangements sothatmedication
canbe administered athome. However, there are cases when a student’s health could be
compromised by not getting medication during schoolhours. If your physician decidesitis
necessary for your child to receive medication during the school day, the approval and specific
directions mustbe provided to the school. Itis recommended that the daily morning dose of
medicinebe given athome. If two (2) or more medications are prescribed for the same student, a
separate authorization form mustbe completed for each medication. The medicationbroughtto
schoolmustbein separate pharmacy-labeled containers as prescribed by the doctor. You may ask
your pharmacy for asecond properly labeled container. A physician’s signatureisrequired on the
Authorization of Medication for Students form, which details the name of the drug, dosage, and
hour themedicationis tobe given atschool, as well as written parental permission. New
authorization forms mustbe obtained foreach school year oranytime the dosage or direction
changes. A separate authorization formisrequired forasthma medication/treatmentorallergic
reaction (i.e. bee stings). An authorization form mustaccompany over-the-counter medications.

An AUTHORIZATION OFMEDICATION FOR STUDENTSFORMisincluded atthe end of
thishandbook. Additional AUTHORIZATION OFMEDICATION FORSTUDENTSFORMSare
availableatyour child’sschool.

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (HIV-AIDS)
Education Program

The North Carolina Department of Public Education and North Carolina Statute 115C-81
(el k.)require publicschools to provide age-appropriate instruction in the prevention of
sexually transmitted diseases, including AIDS virus infection. During the school year, HIV-
AIDSinstruction will be provided to CMS students through the Family Living, Ethical Behavior
and Human Sexuality lessons. For more information, call the Health Office at 343-6975.
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Family Living, Ethical Behaviorand Human Sexuality (FLEBHS)

Each school will provide parents with the opportunity toreview curriculum and materials to
be used in FLEBHS instruction. Before the unitis taught, parents willbe provided with a “parent
packet” thatlists thelesson titles and homework assignments which involve parents. The parent
packetfor grade5and up containsa form tobe used if a parentdoes notwanthis / her child to
receive this unitof instruction.

Participation in Physical Education
Clothing

Forsafety reasons, certainindoor activities require tennis shoes (sneakers). These may be
worntoschool orleftatschool. If appropriate shoes are not possible, the student willbe asked to
participateinbare feet during specificindoor activities for which street shoes or socks would be
hazardous. Justas clogs, boots, sandals and any hard shoes orhigh heels are not safe for play,
neitherare floor-length dresses or skirts. If such clothing is worn, an appropriate change of
clothing should beavailable.

Ifastudentisnotappropriately dressed for physical education, participation may be limited if
thereare potential safety problems due to clothing or footwear.

Medical Information
For K-6 students, complete the physical education form on the back page of the handbook.

The school needs tobe aware of any medical information about the students which may limit
participation. Parents should inform the school if medical conditions exist that may interfere with
their child’s participation in physical education activities. Students with exercise-induced asthma
should take appropriate medicine before participationinactivities requiring extended running.

Athletics

Inaddition to physical education, athletics are offered to studentsin7-12 grade. Please see
related information regarding involvementin athletics in the middle and high school sections of

thishandbook.
;’
n‘ /
(7 o
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Registration of New Students &
Immunization Requirements

Registration for New Students

Todetermine which school your child will attend, contact the Pupil Assignment Office at 343-
5335. Families should visit the school as soon as possible to register a student. Students are assigned
toschoolsbased on parents’ or guardians’ home address.

Accordingto North Carolina State Law, every studentmust present the following information by
the time of school entrance:

K-4REQUIREMENTS

5DTP/DtaP 5doses of either vaccine are required (if 4th doseis on/ after fourth birthday, 5th
doseisnotrequired);

OPV/IPV 4dosesarerequired (if 3rd doseis on/ after fourth birthday, 4th doseisnot

required)and atleast2 of the 4 doses mustbe OPV;

Hib Ifachildis5 orolder Hibisnotrequired. If child is younger than 5,3 doses and a
booster dose on/ after 1stbirthday are required. One dose on/ after 15months
meets this requirement;

HepB 3dosesarerequired forall childrenbornon/ after 7-1-94;
MMR Measles:2 doses (separated by atleast30 days, with 1stdose on/ after 1stbirthday)
arerequired;

Mumps/Rubella: 1 dose of each (on/ after 1stbirthday) completes requirement.

KINDERGARTENREQUIREMENT

PhysicalExam:  Required;acceptableif done onorafter 12 months prior toenrollment date. (See
Elementary pages for more information)
GRADESS5-12AREREQUIRED TOHAVE

DIP/DtaP (orTdif givenafter age7) Last dose mustbeen received on or after the 4th
birthday (four doses acceptableis4th dose was given onor after4th birthday);

orv/IPv 4 dosesare required; either 3rd or 4th dose musthavebeenreceived on or after
the4thbirthday (three doses acceptableif 3rd dose given onor after 4th birthday)
IMMR (or1eachMeasles, Mumps, Rubella) 1 dose given on or after the 1stbirthday (if

childentered K-1before7/1/94)

K
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School Attendance

Thereisstrongevidence of adirect correlation between good attendance and school
achievement. Atthebeginning of the school year, parents and students are notified by each school
ofitsattendance policy.

Parentsand guardians are responsible for seeing that their children attend school each day itis
insession, according to the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education policy and the Compulsory
Attendance Law (GS-115C-378). Under thislaw, a parentmay be prosecuted ina criminal action if
astudentunder the age of 16 hasin excess of 10 unlawful absences. The maximum penalty
provided by law upon convictionis 20 days imprisonment, a fine of $200, orboth, at the discretion
of thejudge. A notification letteris sent thatlegal action will be taken when astudenthas 10
unexcused absences. Parents can requesta copy of Form 5123.21 from the school office which
requestsexcused absence(s) for valid educational opportunities.

A studentmustbeinattendance for atleast half of the school dayin order tobe counted
presentforthe day.

The following absences, which are school initiated and principal approved, are coded:

S1. Field Trip (schoolinitiated activity)

S2.  Lateorearlybus

S3.  Verified Interview — College Day (high schooljuniors and seniors)
S4.  Special Programs(community approved activity)

S5.  Explorers(secondaryschools)

S6.  ReligiousHoliday (approvedreligiousholidays)

S7.  Internship (includes pages-secondary schools)

S8.  Junior Achievement(secondary schools)

The absenceslisted below are considered excused once school personnelhave received verification;
and, are coded 1:

J Illness of student
. Deathintheimmediate family
° Quarantine
J Family emergencies
. Approved educational opportunity (Form 5123.21 or5123.21A, availableatschool)
. Doctor'sappointment
. Courtoradministrative proceedings
The absenceslisted below and all other absences notlisted above are unexcused; and are coded 2:
J Bad weather
. Missing thebus
. Cartrouble
. Lack of heat, water or electricity
. Shopping
. Babysitting
. Lack of clothing or shoes

° Oversleeping Continued next page
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School Attendance, Cont.

When a child returns to school following an absence, the student must assume the
responsibility for contacting theindividual teachersimmediately about making up the missed
work. Arrangements mustbe madenolater than fiveschool days after the student returns to
school. If the work s satisfactory, full credit should be given for the completed work.

The school may notify parents about the child’s absence, and the parents are alsoencouraged
to call the school when the child is (or will be) absent. After 10 consecutive all-day unexcused
absences, the teacher will report the absences to the attendance official / principal. The student will
automatically be placed in the category of "violation." The principal and staff of each school will
implementa plan forreporting class absences.

Students are expected to attend school regularly. Studies show thatstudents whohaveahigh
rate of absenteeism donot perform wellin class or on tests. Parents should stress to their
child(ren) theimportance of attending school regularly.

Tardies

The CMS expectationis thatstudents will be at school on time. Students tardy for such
reasons as oversleeping, missing thebus, orbeing transported late by private vehicle arenot
considered excused. Inaddition, students are expected to remain at school and be on time for the
remainder of the day. Many high schools use thelock-out program thatallows teachers to deal
effectively withstudents whoare tardy. Students who are tardy to class are refused admission to
theirregularly scheduled classand mustgo toa designated area to complete classwork ortodo
work assigned by theadministration.

Tolerate No Truancy (TNT) Program

Truancy is one of the major problems confronting publicschools throughout the country.
Research shows that thereisahigh correlation between truancy and the school dropout rate. Itis
anexpectation of Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools thatall students attend school regularly. To
help with the truancy problem, the TNT (Tolerate No Truancy) program was established by local
agencies and institutions along with Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. Through the program, local
law enforcementagents are approaching suspected truants on the streets of Mecklenburg County
and returning them toschool. Parents are being contacted, and intervention methods for
encouragingschool attendance arebeing used.

By calling 331-4TNT (331-4868), parents and community members can reportstudents who
arenotinschool.
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Transportation

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg School System operates 923 buses that travel about 88,000 miles
eachday. Thesystem provides transportation forany student whoiseligible and lives within the
school'sattendance zone. Over 57,000 students ridebuses each day.

Parentorlegal guardian’sdomicile (permanentresidence) determines the child’s school assignment.
For questionsaboutschool assignment, contact the Pupil Assignment Office at 343-5335.

CMS POLICYA

School Bus Routes

#3545.1
10/5/87
Buses should be routed so that they pass within one mile of the residence of each student
whoresides more than one-and-a-half miles from the school to which he / sheis assigned.
Routes will be established to insure aminimal time on the bus for each student.

Busroute schedules will be maintained so thatbuses will notarrive at school earlier than
30 minutesbefore the beginning of the school day. School buses will be routed on main or
primary roads and will notdeviate from a general path of direction for a distance of less than
halfamileand thenreturn to the original path except for groups of 20 or more students,
unescorted students (single student)in K-3, or special education students; and

1. Thesideroadisastate or city maintained road;
2. Thereisasafe placetoturnaround thatisapproved by the transportation department;
3. Theroad conditions permitasafe schoolbus operation.

Schoolbuses will notbe routed into cul-de-sacs. Any exceptions (other than those related
tospecial transportation for exceptional children’s programs) mustbe approved by
transportationin consultation with the Director of Safety.

Schoolbuses may be routed toserve designated students who reside within one-and-a-half
miles of the school if the walking route hasbeen declared hazardous. Transportation for
studentsencountering hazardous walking conditions mustbe approved by the transportation
departmentafter consultation with the Safety Director.

Special routing of school buses willbe arranged to provide appropriate transportation for
exceptional children whobecause of their special handicap or condition cannot walk to school
ortoaschoolbusstop.

Busroutes for the purpose of transporting middle level students and senior high students
whoactively participatein after school activities may be established on alimited basis, but
mustnotexceed the service provided by aregular schoolbusroute.

SCHOOLBUSSTOPS

The superintendent, with the assistance of the transportation department, will designate
school busroutes and stops. Bus stops will be no closer than .2 mile unless an exceptionis
madebecause of safety factors.

Schoolbuses will come to a complete stop ateach bus stop; if no studentisinsight, the
bus will continue onits routeimmediately. The school bus driver will report to the principal
thename of any student whois frequently latein arriving at the bus stop.

Students should arrive at thebus stop atleast 10 minutes prior to the scheduled pick-up
time. Toallow foruncontrollableincidents, such as traffic delays, students should waitforthe
busatleast30 minutes after the scheduled pick-up time, before leaving the bus stop.
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School Bus Safety and Conduct

Toall parents of students riding school buses

Weknow you share our concern for the safety of every studentwhorides aschoolbus oractivity
bus. We ask you toimpress upon your child thatitis absolutely necessary to follow the rules and to
obey thebusdriver. Itis veryimportantthatyou review these rules and responsibilities, as well as
thoseincludedinthe Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook, with your child and letus
knowyouhave donesobycompletingand signing formincluded in the Rights and Responsibilities
Handbook and sendingitto yourschool with your child. After 10school days, if the school doesnot
have the signed form, the principal will take away the privilege of riding thebus.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF
STUDENTS ONBUSES

Conductof students

*  Obeythebusdriver promptly concerning
conductonthebus.

¢ Observeclassroom conduct, exceptfor
ordinary conversation, while getting on or
offand while riding on the school bus.

e Distracting objects such as weapons, knives,
chains, sticks, rocks, pets, etc. arenot
allowed on theschoolbus.

e Beattheplacedesignated bothmorningand
afternoon ready toboard the bus prior to the
time shown on the posted schedule. The
driverisresponsible formaintaining this
schedule and cannotwaitfor tardy students.
Tardinessby the drivershouldbereported
to the school office by telephone.

e Helpkeep thebusclean, sanitary and
orderly, and donotdamage orabuse the
cushions or otherbusequipment. Students
willberequired to pay for damages. For the
child's safety, eating isnot permitted on the
schoolbus.

e Incaseofemergency, ask the drivertostop
thebus.

e Donotusedrugs, alcohol, tobaccoor
profanelanguage on thebus. Students are
not permitted touserecording devicesand
radios on thebuses.

SafetyRules
e Stayofftheroadwaywhilewaiting for thebus.

e Waituntil thebushascometoacomplete
stop before attempting to geton or off.

e Leavethebusonlywiththeconsentofthedriver.

e Enterorleave thebusonlyby the frontdoor
exceptin case of emergency.

e Donotleanoutof windows. Keephead and
handsinside thebus.

e  Whencrossingastreetatabusstop:

1. Makesure thebusisstopped, thedooris
openand thestopsignalisout.
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2. Lookbothwaysand donotrunacross
the street.

3. Crossinfrontof thebuswithinsight
and hearing of the driver.

4. Onasignal from thedriverorcrossing

guard, walk quickly and directly to
board thebus.

UNDERGENERALSTATUTE115C-245
THEPRINCIPALMAYTAKEAWAYA
STUDENT’SRIDINGPRIVILEGEFOR:

* fighting, smoking, drinking, using or
possessing drugs, using profanity or
refusing toobey the driver;

* enteringorleaving thebuswithoutthe
permissionof thedriver;

* refusingtobeseated ornotallowingothers

tobeseated,;

e usingtheemergency exitwhenthereisno
emergency;

e notleaving thebusattherighttime or
place;

e delayingthebusschedule;

¢ distracting thebusdriver;or

* participatinginanyinappropriatebehavior
whileriding thebus.

Repeated violations will result in permanent
removal of bus privileges.

UNDERGENERALSTATUTE115C-399

THEPRINCIPALMAYPROSECUTEA

STUDENTFOR:

¢ willfully trespassinguponordamaginga
schoolbus;

e enteringaschoolbusorschool activity bus
afterbeing forbiddentodoso; or

¢ refusingtoleaveabusuponrequest.

Unauthorized persons, including parentsand

guardians, are not permitted onbusses without

permission from the principal.

School bus rules and actions of school bus
drivers are for the safety of our children.
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Student Behavior

The CMS Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook is a comprehensive document that
coversexpected behavior of students while they are on the bus, at school and involved in school-
sponsored activities. Inaddition, consequences forinappropriatebehavior are clearly spelled out.

Allstudents and parents should read thishandbook, signa form stating that they understand
the contents and return the form to school. If you have not received a copy of the Student Rights
and Responsibilities Handbook, please call your school immediately.

In-School Suspension

In-school suspension (ISS)is a therapeutic, disciplinary measure used toestablish and
maintain an orderly school atmosphere which is conducive tolearning. Itisregarded asasevere
measure todeal with exceptions rather than common misbehaviors.

Studentsarerequired tospend the designated numberofhours / daysin the program, and
absences from school will notreduce that time. Students will receive individual counseling and
group counseling to help them understand the nature of their problems contributing to their
behavior.

Toallow the students’ regular academic work to continue, the ISS teacher will assist students
in the completion of assignments from their regular teachers. The ISS teacher will coordinate with
studentservices personnel to develop and provide self-assessment materials for students to
complete, bothindividually and insmall groups. There should alsobe supplementary materials on
test-taking skills, reading improvementand math remediation for students to complete.

Out-of-School Suspension

TheBoard of Education hasestablished thatan educational opportunity is the right of every
studentand that the school system will seek to provide an atmosphere conducive to the orderly
pursuitof thisright. Principals attempt to foster thelearning process for every child throughevery
reasonable means; however, there are occasions when principals must take extreme measures to
deal withbehaviors thatare notacceptable atschool.

Out-of-school suspensionisameasure taken for the protection of the studentand his / her
peersand tohelp the studentdeal with his /her problems. Principals are required to follow certain
stepsbefore suspending astudent which include investigating the situation, conferencing with the
pupil’s parents/ guardianand providing written notice of suspension. Thenumber of days for
suspensionisdetermined by the principal.

Formoreinformation, be sure to read the Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.
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Please complete each of these forms and return them to your student’s school.

STUDENT BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES
(see pages 22-23)
| have read and discussed the Student Behavior Guidelines with:

NAME OF STUDENT

SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN

SCHOOL DATE

CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG SCHOOLS BUS SAFETY AND CONDUCT

(see page 26-27) #5131.10
8/87
STUDENT'S NAME
(LAST) (FIRST) (MIDDLE)
SCHOOL BUS NUMBER
PARENT'S/GUARDIAN’'S PHONE NUMBER (HOME)
(BUSINESS)

| HAVE READ THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF STUDENTS RIDING THE BUS
TO MY CHILD.

(SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN) (DATE)

PARTICIPATION IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION (K-6)
(see page 19-20)
STUDENT

TEACHER

SCHOOL

CHECK ONE:

1. Mychildis able to participate in daily physical education.

2. Mychildis NOT able to participate in daily physical education.

NOTE: If you checked number 2 above, please obtain a medical excuse form from your school for your

physician to complete and return to your principal. Regardless of any number checked above, please list
any medical history the school needs to know for the safety of your child.

(SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN) (DATE)



1998-99 Calendar

School Begins August 17, 1998
LaborDay September 7, 1998
TeacherWorkday September 21, 1998
QuarterBreak October 22-23, 1998
ElectionDay
(Teacher Workday) November3,1998
Veterans'Day
(Teacher Workday) November11,1998
TeacherWorkday November 25,1998
ThanksgivingBreak November 26-27,1998
WinterBreak December21,1998-January 1,1999
Martin LutherKing]Jr.Holiday January 18,1999
TeacherWorkday January 19,1999
TeacherWorkday February 19,1999
TeacherWorkday March 22,1999
SpringBreak April2-9,1999
MemorialDay
(Teacher Workday) May 31,1999
School Ends June 4, 1999
Graduation June 4, 1999

End dates for quarterly parent conferences are: October 30, January 27 and March 31

Report card schedule: October 30, January 27 and March 31 for all grades;
June 4 (elementary) and June 9 (secondary report cards are mailed).

Make-up Days: January 19, February 19, March 22, May 31, April 9, April 8
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The Charlotte-Mecklenburg School system does not discriminate against any person on the basis of sex, race, color,
religion, age or disability in any of its educational or employment programs or activities.



