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 Mountain Island Lake Marine Commission

Mount Holly City Hall
400 East Central Ave
Mount Holly, NC 
September 2, 2009
                      Meeting Minutes
Commissioners Present:
Chairman Pam Beck (Gaston County), Vice Chairman Alice Battle (Mecklenburg County), Secretary/Treasurer Ann Danzi (Gaston County Commissioner Dan DuVall (Mecklenburg County), Commissioner Chris Watson (Lincoln County), Commissioner Tim Bishop (Mecklenburg County), Commissioner Tim Eldridge (Gaston County)
MILMC Staff Present:
Executive Administrator Annette Demeny, Legal Counsel Chris Clark
	Topic
	Discussion Summary
	Action

	Welcome & Introductions
	Chairman Pam Beck called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm.
	

	Approval of the September 2, 2009 Agenda
	The September 2, 2009 meeting agenda was approved as submitted.

	The September 2, 2009 meeting agenda was approved as submitted.   

	Approval of the August 5, 2009 Meeting Minutes


	The August 5, 2009 meeting minutes were approved with the following revisions:
· Page 5, Lake Management Plan – Change to: Boat size limitations, capacity limitations and boater registration must be passed by the MILMC before Chairman Roberts takes Plan to the County Lawyers, Committees, and Finance Departments. 
· Page 6, Commissioner’s Comments – Correction to Ron Mattix name, change to: Ron Maddox.

 
	A motion was made by Commissioner DuVall to approve the revised August 5, 2009 meeting minutes. Seconded by Commissioner Eldridge. The motion was approved. 

	Statement of Purpose
	Legal Counsel, Chris Clark read the Statement of Purpose
	

	Public Comments
	Public Comments – Dan Brantley, MI resident, expressed his concern for No Wake Zone enforcement at Niven’s Cove. Jet skis speed in the cove and not obeying the No wake Zone. Mr. Brantley contacted Gaston County Police Department and NC Wildlife when he witnessed this violation. NC Wildlife arrived shortly after the call but the violators had already left.  Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Officer Howard informed Mr. Brantley that if he cannot get in contact with Gaston County Police, E911 can dispatch Charlotte Mecklenburg out to the site. 

Legal Counsel Chris Clark added that when the Commission passed the No Wake Zone regulation in Niven’s Cove, it was decided not to submit the regulation into the NC Administrative Code. When NC Wildlife passes a rule, it goes into the Administrative Code. It’s not the same as legislation. MILMC has the authority to pass ordinances that carry a fine (class 3 misdemeanor) but it’s up to them to request that the regulation is added to the Administrative Code. The process is a very lengthy one and the Commission is not guaranteed to get approval. 
One option for the Commission is to lobby to reconsider adding the Niven’s Cove No Wake Zone into the Administrative Code. Mr. Brantley closed his comments by saying that he will continue to monitor the cove and contact law enforcement if necessary. 

Jeff LeVie, MI resident, wanted to note that he is in support of boat noise regulations on Mountain Island Lake. There are several boats that when they are on the lake, the noise is so loud that you can hear them from miles away. Mr. LeVie thanked the commission for looking into this issue. 
 
	 

	Consent Agenda
	Consent Agenda –  None
	  

	Public Safety Reports 

Public Safety Reports (continued)


	Charlotte – Mecklenburg Police Department – Officer Howard reported
· (6) Calls for service 

· (19) Inspections

· (6) Citations

· (1) Warnings

Gaston County Police Department – Officer Hord reported
August numbers are a combined total from both Lake Wylie and Mountain Island Lake
· (11) Calls for Service

· (90) Special Checks

· (34) Boaters Assisted

· (64) Safety Checks

· (18) Verbal Warnings

· (1) BWI
· (1) Citations
· Distributed 45 Floatation Citations on Lake Wylie. 
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office 
· No one was present to give report
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission

· No one was present to give report
Mecklenburg County Parks and Recreation
· No one was present to give report
Duke Energy of the Carolinas – Kermitt Taylor reported
· (1) Pier Application – Stonewater 

· Lake level – 97.2’
	

	Environmental Reports

Environmental Reports (continued)


	Mecklenburg County Land Use and Environmental Services – Heather Davis reported
· Bacteriological Results (July 2009) – Results for all testing sites were well below the action number of > =200. 
· Beginning in August, the new Lake Water Quality Index and Program Measures report will be provided to the Commission. 
· Erin Oliverio, with Charlotte Mecklenburg Storm Water Services, invited the Commission to participate in this year’s Big Sweep. It is scheduled for October 3rd from 9am – 1pm at Latta Plantation.  
Lakekeepers Report – Alice Battle reported
·  The United States Environmental Protection Agency released a notice that they intend to improve water quality through transparency and effective enforcement of the Clean Water Act requirements. As stated in this notice, compliance with the Clean Water Act is a shared responsibility of the EPA and the states. The first step is to improve transparency. Second, the bar needs to be raised for clean water enforcement performance. The EPA plans to establish goals and develop an action plan to address these issues. 
Quality of Natural Resources (QNRC) – Pam Beck reported
·  There was no news to report this month.
MI Wildlife Stewards – Alice Battle reported
·  Will no longer hold monthly meetings. 
· Hawk Watch – September 12th – October 18th at Cowan’s Ford Nature Preserve. 4 hour shifts to count hawks that are migrating.

· Adopt-an-Island Program – Mr. Doug Eudy has adopted Big Island

Regional Storm Water Partnership – Annette Demeny reported

· The Partnership met on August 21st to discuss their FY08-09 successes and FY09-10 goals. 

· Plan to hold (3) Hispanic Focus Group workshops to address what are the most effective ways to communicate storm water issues to the Hispanic community.

· Next Executive Committee meeting is scheduled for October 2, 2009.
	

	Base Operating Plan
Base Operating Plan (continued)


	Update on the Base Operating Plan (BOP) 
· Lake Management Plan – Vice Chairman Battle met spoke with Gordon Myers of NC Wildlife Resources to learn more about Lake Lure and their boater registration regulations. 
· Blue Fin Award – Will accept applications through September – November and be awarded in December.
· FERC / Duke Relicensing – South Carolina requested that the 401 Water Certification be waived. Vice Chair Alice Battle suggested that the Commission write a letter to FERC supporting a bid of waiver of the 401 Water Certification from South Carolina. The 401 Water Certification is a form of monitoring to assure that bodies of water meet its uses. Vice Chair Battle added that it is in the Commission’s best interest to get FERC passed.  
· Posting of Signage – Neck Cove – Vice Chair Battle suggested that a pole sign be posted stating “Entire Cove No Wake”. However, Duke Energy will not allow signs such as this to be installed. Commissioner DuVall stated that installing a pontoon buoy may help the problem. 

· Stonewater – Secretary Treasurer Danzi informed the Commission that the Muddy Water Watch resulted in good implementation to stop erosion. However, there is still a problem. Commissioner Danzi contacted Danon with NC Natural Resources to alert him of the ongoing issues. Greg Beal, Mount Holly Planner, has also stepped in to halt the building process until problem is resolved. 
	A motion was made by Vice Chair Battle to request the MILMC draft a letter supporting a bid for waiver of the 401 Water Certification from South Carolina. Seconded by Commissioner DuVall. The motion was approved. 

	Chairman’s Report


	Chairman’s Report 
· Chairman Beck recognized both Commissioner Dan DuVall and Commissioner Chris Watson for their outstanding contribution to the Mountain Island Lake Marine Commission. Both Commissioners terms have expired and will be rotating off the board at the end of September. Commissioner DuVall and Commissioner Watson received a world clock as a gift for their dedication and hard work.
· Boat Noise (Follow up) – Motorboat manufacturers recommends mufflers to silence loud boats. Chairman Beck recommends that the Commission establish a regulation for out of water mufflers. Gaston County Police Officer Hord stated that water injected mufflers meet state statutes. Vice Chair Battle to contact the area law enforcement agencies to discuss enforcement of set decibel levels. 
· Standing Advisory Committee – Chair Beck suggested that a Standing Advisory Committee of former commissioners be established through the Commission. This Advisory Group would be strictly voluntary and a great way for former commissioners to stay involved with the efforts on Mountain Island Lake.  Legal Counsel Chris Clark advised the Commission to consider the method of member selection, terms, duties, etc. before moving forward with this effort. 
	A motion was made by Vice Chair Battle for the Commission to establish a Standing Advisory Committee for former commissioners. Seconded by Secretary Treasurer Danzi. 

The motion was withdrawn by Secretary Treasurer Danzi for further consideration. 

	Executive Administrator’s Report

	Executive Administrator’s Report – Annette Demeny reported
· Finance Report – the finance report for period ending July 2009 was distributed to the Commission prior to the meeting. There were no questions regarding these reports.
	       

	Commission Counsel Report
	Commission Counsel Report 

· No report
	  

	Commissioner’s Comments

 
	Commissioner’s Comments 
· Commissioner DuVall suggested that the Commission create a Quarterly Report mailing to MI residents and stakeholders. Commissioner DuVall closed his report by thanking the Commission for their hard work and encouraged them to continue their efforts in making MI Lake a safer and cleaner lake for us all.  

	

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 pm.
	 

	Next Business Meeting Date and Location
	The next MILMC business meeting will be held on October 7, 2009 at 6:30 pm at the Cowan’s Ford Country Club, 761 Club Drive, Stanley, NC.
	


Annette Demeny, Executive Administrator
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