Air Quality Commission Summary Minutes
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY

- A i r  Q u a l i t y   C o m m i s s i o n  -

The monthly meeting of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission was held Monday, August 23, 2010, in the Auditorium I & II, Hal Marshall Center, 700 N. Tryon St., Charlotte, NC.

Air Quality Commission Members Present

Kris Knudsen 
   Mary Barker        William Nash        Gordon Miller    Ray Fuentes       Robert Statnick   

Mark Casper        Randy Perkins       Keith Long           

Mecklenburg County Air Quality Staff Present

Don Willard    
    Ieshishua Pierce   
Joan Liu      Megan Green         Eric Moore       Alan Giles

Chuck Greco

Guest 
Bill Gupton, Sierra Club

George Buck, Sierra Club

Alan Burns
I. Call to Order 

Chair Knudsen called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.

II.        Approval of Minutes 

            Chair Knudsen, opened the floor for the Approval of the minutes.

  Action Taken:

             Motion:  A motion was made to approve June AQC minutes as written.

             Made:  The motion was made by Gordon Miller and seconded by Mary Barker.

             Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.

III.      Air Quality Permit Reviews

Per Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Ordinance, Regulation 1.5213 – “Action on Application; Issuance of Permit,” Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s permit application approvals are placed on the agenda of the Air Quality Commission (AQC), initiating the specified public comment period. Inclusion on the AQC agenda does not imply or infer any action or opinion by the AQC or its members regarding any permit.

Chair Knudsen, opened the public comment period for the facilities below, providing notice of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s intent to issue/modify their air quality permit(s):


A: Action Required: Open Public Comment Period
A: Action Required: Open Public Comment                     Period

     Black Rock Crushing – Mobile Plant 1, 10440 Old Nations Ford Road, Charlotte, NC 28273

     Custom Pallet & Crating, LLC, 5104 N. Graham Street, Charlotte NC 28269

     Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:


     None


     Transportation Facilities: Public comment period for the permits below is thirty days. 
                 None                                                
B: Action Required: Information Only

    None


    Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:

    None


    Transportation Facilities:  


    None


    Notification:


    None


C:  Action Required: Alternative Notice


     None

     Transportation Facilities 

                 Levine Properties (First Ward), 300 E. 9th Street, Charlotte, 28202
                 Published on August 6, 2010
      IV.       Announcements 


Chair Knudsen opened the floor to receive announcements. Chair Knudsen encouraged the AQC members to take a look at the CATS LYNX Blue Line extension draft environmental impact statement that had been sent to them via email. 
V.
MCAPCO Revisions 

  Chuck Greco, Air Quality Supervisor was called to discuss the proposed revisions to MCAPCO regulation 2.1206 –“Hospital, Medical, and Infectious Waste Incinerators (HMIWIs)”.  The AQC members were reminded that the Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) passed a resolution on April 20, 2010, directing MCAQ to require compliance with the revised requirements/emission limits by October 6, 2012.
MCAPCO 2.1206 is being revised to implement the revisions to 40 CFR 60 Subpart Ce – “Emission Guidelines and Compliance Times for Hospital/Medical/Infectious Waste Incinerators” (HMIWIs) promulgated by EPA on October 6 2009.  EPA’s revised guidelines give an existing facility no later than October 6, 2014 to be in compliance with the new requirements/emission limits. 
There was a lengthy discussion on this topic and an update was given on BMWNC Title V permit renewal. It was stated that the proposal permit requires BMWNC to submit a compliance plan within 180 days after the permit has been issued.  The AQC members were informed that the BMWNC Title V proposed permit was withdrawn by MCAQ.  The AQC members were informed that the North Carolina Division of Air Quality proposed a revision to the State Rule 15A NCAC 02D .1206-“Hospital, Medical, and Infectious Waste Incinerators” in July and will conduct a public hearing on September 7, 2010. Comment periods began on August 16, 2010. The public notice specifically requests comments on a compliance date of October 6, 2012.  The NCDAQ public comment period closes October 15, 2010.
Action Taken:

Motion:  A motion was made to draft a letter to the NC Registry supporting the 2012 compliance date for Hospital, Medical and Infectious Waste Incinerators to be discussed at the September AQC meeting. 
Made:  The motion was made by Mark Casper and seconded by Mary Barker.

Vote:  The motion was adopted with the following votes for yes: Kris Knudsen, Robert Statnick, Ray Fuentes, Mary Barker, William Nash, Keith Long, Randy Perkins, and Mark Casper. Gordon Miller recused himself from the vote.
[Written handouts: Proposed Revisions to MCAPCO Regulation 2.1206-“Hospital, Medical, and Infectious Waste Incinerators”; 2.1206 Hospital, Medical and Infectious Waste Incinerators (regulation with the MCAQ & NCDAQ adoption schedules)]

VI.
Air Quality Update 
GRADE+


Alan Giles, Sr. Air Quality Specialist provided the AQC members with an update on the GRADE+ program. It was stated that Mecklenburg County Air Quality has $700,000 in funding available for the GRADE+ program. There is an open call for projects until September 30th.  It was stated that the first six months of 2010 yielded 14.378 tons of NOx reductions. The top five NOx reducing projects are US Airways (7.25 tons), Piedmont Airlines (3.05 tons), Duke Energy (2.99 tons), Culp Brothers Grading (2.01 tons), and Gaston County Solid Waste (1.28 tons).  
 
It was stated that staff is seeking additional funding for the GRADE+ program. The Mecklenburg Union Metropolitan Planning Organization (MUMPO) has awarded $500,000 for the GRADE+ program. Alan Giles and Eric Moore have held meetings with several Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Rural Planning Organization (RPO) in the region to discuss funding.  The Southeast Diesel Collaborative request for proposals for DERA fiscal year 2011 will open November 1st thru January 13th.
Ozone

Don Willard, Director of Air Quality provided the AQC members with an ozone status update. The AQC members were given a handout that shows data for the maximum ozone level in the Carolinas Metro region. There have been twelve exceedance days in Mecklenburg County and fourteen exceedance days in the region since the start of ozone season under the new standard of .075 ppm.  There have been four exceedance days in Mecklenburg County and four exceedance days in the region under the old standard of .085 ppm. It was stated that the EPA will delay possibly lowering the standard until the end of October. 
[Written handout: Ozone Update-2010 (Charlotte Metro Region Continues to Meet 1997 Ozone Standard)]
Keith Long departs at 6:04 p.m.
VII.
Air Quality Commission Membership and Continuity


The AQC members were given handout that provided their terms of service on the AQC including their current term expiration date. They were also given a handout that discussed the composition & vacancies section from the AQC charter. It was stated that Gordon Miller’s term was set to expire on August 31st. The AQC members were informed that the AQC charter stated that a member will be able to continue to serve until his or her term has expired and a successor has been appointed. Gordon Miller agreed to continue to serve on the AQC until his successor has been appointed. The AQC members were informed that with the resignation of Gee Barker from the AQC there are three vacancies on the AQC. It was agreed upon to put this action item on the next AQC agenda to discuss possibly adjusting the charter. 
 [Written handouts: Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission Terms of Service; 
 Article II. Compostion (AQC charter sections Composition & Vacancies)]

VIII.
Public Comment 

Chair Knudsen opened the floor for public comment.  Bill Gupton, Conservation and Advocacy Chair for the Sierra Club, thanked the AQC members for their service. Mr. Gupton informed the AQC of the press release sent out by the Central Piedmont Sierra Club concerning a call for greater regulation of solid waste incinerators and the burning of municipal solid waste. The AQC members were given a handout discussing why burning Mecklenburg garbage is a bad idea. Mr. Gupton also provided an update on the ReVenture Park. Mr. Gupton informed the AQC members of a coal ash meeting that will be held on August 25th at 7p.m. at Freedom Park.
Don Willard stated that MCAQ has not received a permit application for the ReVenture Park. It was suggested to reach out to ReVenture to attend possibly the September AQC meeting for an informational session. 
[Written handout: Why burning Mecklenburg garbage is a bad idea]
IX.
Other Business

The AQC members were informed that the commission would need to schedule an administrative hearing for Sanjay Patel regarding operating two Stage I facilities without permit. The AQC members agreed to schedule the administrative hearing for October 25th at 4:00 p.m. 
X.
   Next Meeting 

                September 27, 2010
                Adjournment

                6:39 p.m.
�











Mecklenburg County will comply with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.  Mecklenburg County will make reasonable accommodations in all programs to enable participation by an individual with disability who meets essential eligibility requirements.  Mecklenburg County programs will be available in an integrated setting for each individual.  If accommodations are necessary for participation in any program or services, participants are encouraged to notify staff.

