Air Quality Commission Summary Minutes
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY

- A i r  Q u a l i t y   C o m m i s s i o n  -

The monthly meeting of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission was held Monday, May 24, 2010, in the Auditorium I & II, Hal Marshall Center, 700 N. Tryon St., Charlotte, NC.

Air Quality Commission Members Present

Kris Knudsen 
         William Nash          Mark Casper 
             Randy Perkins
            
  Gee Barker       Keith Long  
Air Quality Commission Members Absent

Ray Fuentes               Mary Barker          Robert Statnick      
Gordon Miller             
Mecklenburg County Air Quality Staff Present

Don Willard    
    
Ieshishua Pierce   
Leslie Rhodes      Jason Rayfield
Megan Green                            
Nancy Sims

Eric Moore                     Alan Giles

Guest 
Bill Gupton, Sierra Club
Tony Jabon, Trinity Consultant            
I. Call to Order 

Chair Knudsen called the meeting of the Air Quality Commission (AQC) to order at 5:33 p.m.

II.          Approval of Minutes 


Chair Knudsen, opened the floor for the Approval of the minutes.

  Action Taken:

             Motion:  A motion was made to approve April AQC minutes as written.

             Made:  The motion was made by Mark Casper and seconded by William Nash.

             Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.

III.      Air Quality Permit Reviews

Per Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Ordinance, Regulation 1.5213 – “Action on Application; Issuance of Permit,” Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s permit application approvals are placed on the agenda of the Air Quality Commission (AQC), initiating the specified public comment period. Inclusion on the AQC agenda does not imply or infer any action or opinion by the AQC or its members regarding any permit.

Chair Knudsen, opened the public comment period for the facilities below, providing notice of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s intent to issue/modify their air quality permit(s):


A: Action Required: Open Public Comment Period
A: Action Required: Open Public Comment                     Period

     CCL Label, Inc; 400 Westinghouse Boulevard, Charlotte, NC
                  Southern Gunite, LP; 2122 N. Graham St., Charlotte, NC 28206

     Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:


     None


     Transportation Facilities: Public comment period for the permits below is thirty days.      

B: Action Required: Information Only

    None


    Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:

    None


    Transportation Facilities:  


    None


    Notification:


    None


C:  Action Required: Alternative Notice


     J.R. Cole Industries, Inc. (Labeltec, Inc./Pharmaprint, Inc.)     Published date: 5/18/10
                10708 Granite St, Charlotte,  NC (Suite A:  Labeltec, Inc. ; Suite J:  Pharmaprint, Inc.)


     Transportation Facilities 

                 None

     Jason Rayfield, Air Quality Supervisor was available to answer questions.
      IV.       Announcements 


      There were no announcements.

V.
Mecklenburg County Govt. Emission Inventories 
             Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emission Inventory

Leslie Rhodes, Mobile Source Program Manger, provided the AQC members with a brief explanation to why GHG emission inventory was completed. It was stated that the emission inventory was done on County government vehicles, building and facilities only. The last emission inventory was completed in 2006. The AQC members were given a handout that discussed Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 
Leslie Rhodes introduced Nancy Sims, Air Quality Specialist, to explain the GHG Emissions from Mecklenburg County Government Operations for 2009. The AQC members were informed that MCAQ conducted a GHG Emissions Inventory to establish the amount of carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e) emitted to the atmosphere from county government operations in 2009. MCAQ estimates that 80,222 tons of CO2e were released last year. It was stated that 72% of the CO2e originated from the operation of buildings and facilities including office buildings, parks, jails, libraries, parking decks, recycling facilities and warehouses. This includes emissions from electricity, natural gas and refrigerants at those facilities. Data shows that electricity use in buildings, facilities, and outdoor lightings is by far the largest source of emissions in county operations comprising nearly 64% of CO2e.  The AQC members were informed that data also shows a 33% reduction in CO2e emissions rate per square foot for all Mecklenburg County buildings is due to improved energy efficiency at county facilities combined with emission reductions at the region’s electrical power generating facilities. The information on GHG will be provided to the Environmental Leadership team to include in their report to the Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC). 
Mecklenburg County 2009 Non-Road Emission Inventory 
The AQC members were given a handout that discussed non-road emission inventory. Data from the 2009 non-road equipment inventory showed a total NOx emissions increased slightly from the baseline established in 2006. The 2% increase in NOx emissions is due to the significant increase in operational hours for equipment used by Solid Waste Department. Solid Waste increased NOx emissions by 11% from 30.7 tons in 2006 to 34.2 tons in 2009. Both Storm Water Operations and Park & Recreation saw a decline in NOx emissions. Storm Water Operations decreased NOx emissions by 83% from 2.36 tons in 2006 to 0.41 tons in 2009. Storm Water was the first county department to take advantage of the GRADE program by replacing a 1983 Fiat-Allis Crawler Tractor with a 2008 John Deere CTS 332 Skid Steer Loader. The following recommendations were included in the handout that can be taken to reduce air pollution generated by Mecklenburg County Government’s non-road equipment:
· Collect more accurate data by maintaining and/or installing hour-meter gauges on all pieces of equipment rated 25 hp or more.

· When possible, minimize the use of old “dirty” equipment and use the newer “cleaner” equipment.

· Take advantage of the GRADE program and identify older pieces of equipment that can be repowered or replaced.


2009 County Fleet Emissions Assessment

The AQC members were given a handout that discussed the 2009 County fleet emissions assessment. There was a brief discussion on the 2009 County Fleet Emissions Assessment handout. It was stated that the emissions from the county fleet had declined for the fifth consecutive year. The 2009 total emissions of 8.7 tons of pollutants which contribute to ground level ozone formation is a new low for the county since this information has been tracked by MCAQ. It was stated that fleet vehicles are becoming cleaner and that the average NOx emission factor dropped 1% in 2009. The newer, cleaner vehicles being purchased are being driven more. This results in fewer miles being driven in the older and dirtier vehicles that remain in the fleet. It was stated that a goal has been set this year for all county vehicles to meet Low Emission Vehicle (LEV) standards by 2020. Results shows that 66% of county vehicles meet the 2020 Fleet goal LEV standards for NOx emission factors and 42% of the NOx emissions emanate from heavy duty diesel vehicles which comprise only 10% of the county fleet. 
[Written handouts: Greenhouse Gas for Emissions from Mecklenburg County Government Operations 2009; Mecklenburg County’s 2009 Non-Road Equipment Inventory (Draft); 2009 County Fleet Emissions Assessment (memorandum)]
VI.
Health Studies 

Chair Knudsen stated that the only data found concerning BMWNC was a 1999 report on Air Toxic Monitoring. The AQC members were given a handout that discussed guidance from the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry (ATSDR) Health Studies. The handout provided information and guidance for carrying out health studies.

It was also stated that a health study completed by ATSDR four years ago in Cornelius concerning TDI will be released on Wednesday. A meeting will be held on Wednesday from 3 to 4 p.m. and 7-8 p.m. in Cornelius.

[Written handout: Guidance for ATSDR Health Studies]
VII.
BMWNC Update 

The BOCC asked MCAQ to begin the process of developing a local rule that will implement federal requirements in the county by October 6, 2012.  The AQC members were given a handout that showed the adoption of MCAPCO 2.1206 revision schedule.  

The AQC members were also given a partial copy of the public hearing/public comment report that provided staff recommendation for changes to BMWNC Air Quality permit sent to the EPA on May 14th.  The EPA has 45 days to review the proposed permit. Upon review and acceptance by EPA, the permit will be sent to BMWNC where they will have 30 days to review and comment as well. The AQC were informed that they could review the full report and proposed permit on Air Quality’s website under hot topics. Proposed permit conditions revisions and additions focused on the following topics:
· Operational standards

· Stack testing

· Ash/fugitive dust management

· Monitoring requirement/self inspection

· Waste management plan

[Written handouts: MCAPCO 2.1206 revision, Public Hearing/Public Comment Report dated May 14, 2010]

VIII.
Air Quality Update  

Leslie Rhodes informed the AQC members that Shelley Holmberg has been hired as the NC Air Awareness Coordinator. It was stated that Ms. Holmberg graduated from the University of South Carolina and just recently received her Master’s from UNCC. The AQC members were informed of the 5K Clean Air Run held on Saturday, May 22nd.
The AQC members were updated on the second of four Clean Air Works speaker series that was held on May 20th. The attendance was great with seventy to eighty people attendance. Doug McKenzie Moore was the guest speaker for the event.

The AQC members were informed that there have been three ozone exceedances for the region. The ozone exceedances were a Code Orange in Rowan County and at the County-line. 

The AQC members received a handout for the 2010 Annual Monitoring Network Plan for Mecklenburg County Air Quality. The handout discussed monitoring station siting modifications.  MCAQ is planning to begin lead monitoring at the Garinger site to comply with proposed EPA requirements for population oriented monitoring. The plan also states that MCAQ plans to terminate monitoring at #11 Fire Station, Davidson, and Arrowood for PM10 on December 31, 2010.  The 2010 Annual Monitoring Network Plan has opened a 30 day public comment period as of May 11th. The full report can be viewed on the Air Quality website under Air Quality data by clicking on 2010 Annual Monitoring Network Plan. 
[Written handout: 2010 Annual Monitoring Network Plan Mecklenburg County Air Quality]
IX.
Public Comment 


       None
X.
Other Business

           Gee Barker informed the AQC members that she had received an email concerning Commissioner Jennifer Roberts traveling to Washington, DC to lobby for some Air Quality funds.
XI.
Next Meeting 

                    June 28, 2010

Adjournment

                    6:50 p.m. 
�











Mecklenburg County will comply with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.  Mecklenburg County will make reasonable accommodations in all programs to enable participation by an individual with disability who meets essential eligibility requirements.  Mecklenburg County programs will be available in an integrated setting for each individual.  If accommodations are necessary for participation in any program or services, participants are encouraged to notify staff.

