Air Quality Commission Summary Minutes

October 2009
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY

- A i r  Q u a l i t y   C o m m i s s i o n  -

The monthly meeting of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission was held Monday, October 26, 2009, in the Auditorium I & II, Hal Marshall Center, 700 N. Tryon St., Charlotte, NC.

Air Quality Commission Members Present

Kris Knudsen 

Robert Statnick

  Gee Barker      Ray Fuentes
    William Nash
              Keith Long
             Randy Perkins

Air Quality Commission Members Absent

Tonisha Dawson
Mary Barker  
              Mark Casper     Todd Glasier       Gordon Miller
Mecklenburg County Air Quality Staff Present

Don Willard 
    Joan Liu          
Ieshishua Pierce      Alan Giles

Megan Green      
Eric Moore
    
I. Call to Order 
              Chair Knudsen called the meeting of the Air Quality Commission (AQC) to order at 5:35 p.m. 
II. Approval of Minutes

             Chair Knudsen, opened the floor for the Approval of the minutes.

  Action Taken:

             Motion:  A motion was made to approve September AQC minutes as written.

             Made:  The motion was made by Randy Perkins and seconded by Robert Statnick.

             Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.

III.      Air Quality Permit Reviews

Per Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Ordinance, Regulation 1.5213 – “Action on Application; Issuance of Permit,” Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s permit application approvals are placed on the agenda of the Air Quality Commission (AQC), initiating the specified public comment period. Inclusion on the AQC agenda does not imply or infer any action or opinion by the AQC or its members regarding any permit.

Chair Knudsen, opened the public comment period for the facilities below, providing notice of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s intent to issue/modify their air quality permit(s):

A: Action Required: Open Public Comment Period
A: Action Required: Open Public Comment                     Period

     Kellog’s USA, 933 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204
                  Mallard Creek Polymers, 14700 Mallard Creek Road, Charlotte, NC
 
     US Airways, 5020 Hangar Road, Charlotte, NC 28208

     Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:


     None

     Transportation Facilities: Public comment period for the permits below is thirty days.      

                  None
B: Action Required: Information Only

    Martin Marietta Materials, Inc.-Arrowood Quarry, 11325 Texland Blvd., Charlotte, NC

    Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:

    None


    Transportation Facilities:  


    None


    Notification:


    None


C:  Action Required: Alternative Notice


     None

     Transportation Facilities 

                 None
Joan Liu, Air Quality Program Manager, was available to answer any questions.

      IV.        Announcements 

Chair Knudsen opened the floor for announcements. Chair Knudsen thanked the AQC members for their support asking the Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) to reappoint him to the AQC and to appoint him as chair.  He briefly provided his goals and vision as the new chair to the AQC members. Chair Knudsen goal is to assure that the AQC is informed and involved on air quality issues as well as staying focus on developing effective solutions.  He would also like the AQC to be recognized as a key resource to the BOCC.  It is also his goal that the AQC develops effective relationships with other local and regional organizations that are working to address air quality issues.
The AQC members were given an article that discussed a regional group vying for funds to help clear the air. The AQC members were also given a handout that provided a list of local and regional organizations and programs that are involved with air quality; there was a lengthy discussion on this topic. The AQC would like to discuss strategies on this topic at the next AQC meeting. MCAQ staff will update the list to send out to the AQC members.
The AQC members were informed of the Annual Air Forum that will be held on Thursday, November 12 at UNC-Charlotte. It was stated that the AQC members would receive an invitation via email. 

[Written handout: Regional group vying for funds to help clear the air; Regional Organizations Involved with Air Quality list; NCDENR Article: Rebates Available for Equipment that reduces Diesel Truck Emissions]
V.
GRADE Funding
              Don Willard, Director of Air Quality, gave a brief introduction on the GRADE (Grant to Replace Aging Diesel Engines) program’s funding. Mr. Willard is recommending to the AQC that they advocate to the BOCC for local funding from surrounding counties and towns. After Mr. Willard’s introduction on the program’s funding, he called upon Eric Moore, Air Quality Specialist to discuss the GRADE project summary. The AQC members were given a handout that provided an executive summary for the GRADE and GRADE + from 2007 through 2009.  Over its life (GRADE and GRADE +) the GRADE program is four hundred dollars shy of receiving three million dollars.   
              In 2007, there were $308,119 GRADE funds dispersed for nine projects (eight repowers and one replacements) yielding NOx reduction of 2.61 tons. In 2008, there were thirty-five projects selected for implementation and were projected to produce 121.74 tons of NOx reduction over their five year project life. Funds allocated for these projects (twenty-seven repowers and 4 replacements; five projects have been removed from the program by the equipment owners) totaled $405,616.  In 2009, thirteen projects have been selected and are expected to produce 97.52 tons of NOx reduction over their five year project life. Funds allocated for the 2009 projects are $220,625 to achieve the proposed NOx reductions. 

             It was stated that the application process for the GRADE+ project will closed on October 31. GRADE + has received fifty-six new applications thus far bring the total to one hundred and twenty-six applications. The marketing consultants have done a wonderful job with the promotional and telemarketing campaigns.  
             After discussion between MCAQ staff and the AQC members regarding future local/regional funding, it was agreed upon that staff would draft a letter of support for the GRADE/GRADE+ program for the AQC members to review along with a packet to review at the next AQC meeting. 
                [Written handout: Grants to Replace Aging Diesel Engines Project Summary]
VI.       Air Quality Update
 The AQC members were given a handout that discussed the lowest ozone levels on record this year.  North Carolina’s ozone levels in 2009 are the lowest since the state began monitoring air quality in the 1970s, due to weather patterns and declining emissions from industry and motor vehicles, N.C. Division of Air Quality data show.
[Written handout: NCDENR Article: Lowest Ozone Levels on Record this Year]
VII.      Public Comment
None
VIII.
Other Business
The AQC members were handout that provided their attendance records throughout the September 28th meeting date. The AQC members were reminded that per the procedures for Mecklenburg County Board of Commissioners Procedures for Advisory Board Appointment they are required to attend at least 75% of the combined number of regular meetings and meetings of standing committees or subcommittees of the advisory board to which a member is assigned, except for meetings missed because of business conflicts, illness, or death in the family, shall be removed from said advisory board In order for an absence to be counted as an excused absence because of business conflicts, illness, or death in the family, either prior to or immediately after the absence, the member must provide to the chairman of the advisory board a written statement indicating the specifics related to the absence. In addition, any member who fails during any calendar year to actually attend at least 50% of the combined number of regular meetings and meetings of standing committees or subcommittees of the advisory board, committee or commission to which a member is assigned, shall be removed from said board, committee, or commission. 

It was stated that the Division of Air Quality would be holding a public hearing to provide an update on the State Implementation Plan on November 13th in Charlotte.

             [Written handout: AQC attendance handout through September 28th meeting]
IX.        Next Meeting
             November 23, 2009

Adjournment

                    7:07 p.m.
�











Mecklenburg County will comply with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.  Mecklenburg County will make reasonable accommodations in all programs to enable participation by an individual with disability who meets essential eligibility requirements.  Mecklenburg County programs will be available in an integrated setting for each individual.  If accommodations are necessary for participation in any program or services, participants are encouraged to notify staff.

