Air Quality Commission Summary Minutes

September 2009
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MECKLENBURG COUNTY

- A i r  Q u a l i t y   C o m m i s s i o n  -

The monthly meeting of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission was held Monday, September 28, 2009, in the Auditorium I & II, Hal Marshall Center, 700 N. Tryon St., Charlotte, NC.

Air Quality Commission Members Present

Mark Casper 

Robert Statnick

  Kris Knudsen
        
Todd Glasier       Gordon Miller                       Mary Barker     

Ray Fuentes
               William Nash
              Keith Long
  Randy Perkins

Air Quality Commission Members Absent

Tonisha Dawson
Gee Barker
Mecklenburg County Air Quality Staff Present

Don Willard 
    Joan Liu          
Ieshishua Pierce      Leslie Rhodes
Megan Green      
Eric Moore
    Chuck Greco
             Jason Rayfield        Richard Nelson
Guest

Tony Jabon, Trinity Consultants

I. Call to Order 
              Chair Casper called the meeting of the Air Quality Commission (AQC) to order at 5:31 p.m.
II. Approval of Minutes

             Chair Casper, opened the floor for the Approval of the minutes.

  Action Taken:

             Motion:  A motion was made to approve August AQC minutes as written.

             Made:  The motion was made by Gordon Miller and seconded by Robert Statnick.

             Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.

III.      Air Quality Permit Reviews

Per Mecklenburg County Air Pollution Ordinance, Regulation 1.5213 – “Action on Application; Issuance of Permit,” Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s permit application approvals are placed on the agenda of the Air Quality Commission (AQC), initiating the specified public comment period. Inclusion on the AQC agenda does not imply or infer any action or opinion by the AQC or its members regarding any permit.

Chair Casper, opened the public comment period for the facilities below, providing notice of the Mecklenburg County Air Quality’s intent to issue/modify their air quality permit(s):

A: Action Required: Open Public Comment Period
A: Action Required: Open Public Comment                     Period

     Charlotte Douglas International Airport; 5501 Josh Birmingham Pkwy, Charlotte, NC  28208
                  D.H. Griffin Grading & Crushing, LLC; 11205 Reames Road, Charlotte, NC

                  Loftin & Company, Inc.; 1908 Gateway Boulevard, Charlotte, NC

                  Martin Marietta Materials, Inc.-Charlotte Quarry; 4551 Beatties Ford Road, Charlotte, NC 

                  Thalle Construction Company, Inc.; 5100 Brookshire Boulevard, Charlotte, NC  28210

     Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:


     Ganam Plaza; 5037 N. Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28206

     Transportation Facilities: Public comment period for the permits below is thirty days.      

                  UNCC Parking Deck; 9201 University City Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28223
B: Action Required: Information Only

    None


    Gasoline Dispensing Facilities:

    None


    Transportation Facilities:  


    None


    Notification:


    None


C:  Action Required: Alternative Notice


     None

     Transportation Facilities 

                 None
Joan Liu, Air Quality Program Manager, was available to answer any questions.

      IV.        Announcements 

      
      There were no announcements.

V.
Future AQC Chair

Chair Casper informed the AQC members that Kris Knudsen term expired as of August 31st on the AQC.  According to the by-laws Kris will remain on until the Mecklenburg County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) finds another member to replace him. Chair Casper informed the AQC members that he had drafted a letter to the BOCC recommending reappointment of Kris Knudsen to the AQC.  The AQC members had a brief discussion on this topic. 

Action Taken:

Motion:  A motion was made to ask the BOCC to reappoint Kris Knudsen to the AQC until August 31, 2012 and to appoint him as chair of the AQC until August 31, 2012.

                    Made:  The motion was made by Mary Barker and seconded by Gordon Miller.

                    Vote:  The motion was adopted unanimously.
It was stated that staff will try to get the reappointment of Kris Knudsen on the October 20th BOCC meeting.

[Written handouts: Air Quality Commission Chair letter (dated September 28, 2009); Mecklenburg County Air Quality Commission Terms of Service]
VI.       Area Source MACTs 

Don Willard, Director of Mecklenburg Air Quality reminded the AQC members  of the overview given at the July meeting of MCAQ’s strategy for addressing federal rules for development for area sources of hazardous air pollutants.  These rules are being promulgated as part of EPA’s Urban Air Toxics (UAT) strategy. It was stated at the July meeting that a more detailed implementation plan will be presented by staff at a later AQC meeting. Chuck Greco was called upon to give the AQC members a presentation on the current status of MCAQ’s Area Source program. The presentation provided the AQC members with an overview of MCAQ’s plans for developing a strategy to implement these rules as well as a breakdown of some of the promulgated area source rules. Staff has already sent out and will be mailing source surveys to help identify companies that will be affected by these area source rules.
In developing a permitting strategy for these rules MCAQ will be considering the specific requirements of each rule, the number potentially subject sources, and the impact on both the environment and MCAQ’s permitting and enforcement efforts. MCAQ is actively identifying potentially subject facilities through source surveys and developing regulatory language to address these rules.  After the presentation, there was a lengthy discussion with the AQC members and staff. 
[Written handouts: MCAQ’s Area Source Program 101 PowerPoint presentation; Air Toxics Emissions (EPA’s Strategy for Reducing Health Risks in Urban Areas)
VII.      Attainment and Conformity
Leslie Rhodes, Mobile Source Program Manager, provided the AQC members an update on attainment and conformity. It was stated that North Carolina Division of Air Quality (NCDAQ) writes an Air Quality plan for areas in the state that are non-attainment. The plan includes budgets for motor vehicle emissions. Every three years, transportation authorities must demonstrate conformity with this budget. Transportation funds can be restricted if projected emissions exceed the budget. The next conformity report is expected to be completed on March 2010. The AQC members were given an article from the Charlotte Observer discussing transportation and conformity.
[Written handouts: Clean-air loopholes pay off for Charlotte; Transportation conformity (brochure)]
VIII.
Air Quality Update 

The AQC members were given a handout that shows data for the maximum ozone level in the Carolinas Metro region updated through September 17. There have been three exceedance days in Mecklenburg County and five exceedance days in the region since the start of ozone season under the new standard of .075 ppm.  There have been zero exceedance days in Mecklenburg County and in the region under the old standard of .085 ppm. It was stated that the NCDAQ will seek an extension on the non-attainment ozone status.  The AQC members also received a handout on the fact sheet that discussed the EPA to reconsider 2008 ozone standard. 

[Written handouts: Maximum Ozone Levels Carolina Metro Region 1997-2009; Fact Sheet EPA to Reconsider Ozone Pollution Standard

IX.        GRADE Future Funding
The AQC members were given a brief update on the GRADE program. Over its life (GRADE and GRADE +) the GRADE program is five hundred dollars shy of receiving three million dollars.  Fifty-seven projects have been selected for funding. This will reduce over 400 tons of NOx over the next five to ten years. Nine projects have already been completed and realizing actual reductions. 
The AQC members were also given an update on the GRADE+ program. The AQC members were asked to give the promotional flyer received in the AQC agenda packet out to business owners that may qualify for the GRADE+ project. It was stated that over 9000 mailers had be sent out to businesses and at least 1700 calls had been placed. There has been positive feedback from the program thus far. Leslie Rhodes acknowledged Eric Moore, Air Quality Specialist for his work with the GRADE program.
[Written handout: GRADE+ flyer]
X.
Public Comment 
              None
XI.
Other Business
             None
XII.
Next Meeting 
              October 26, 2009

Adjournment

                    7:00 p.m.
�











Mecklenburg County will comply with the American Disabilities Act (ADA), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.  Mecklenburg County will make reasonable accommodations in all programs to enable participation by an individual with disability who meets essential eligibility requirements.  Mecklenburg County programs will be available in an integrated setting for each individual.  If accommodations are necessary for participation in any program or services, participants are encouraged to notify staff.

