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 “DON’T MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS” 

 

SECOND INTERIM REPORT OF THE MECKLENBURG DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

FATALITY PREVENTION AND PROTECTION REVIEW TEAM TO THE 

MECKLENBURG COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, THE NORTH CAROLINA 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMMISSION, AND THE GOVERNOR’S CRIME 

COMMISSION 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

During its second year the Mecklenburg Domestic Violence Fatality Prevention and 

Protection Review Team (DVFRT) reviewed the deaths of one man and three women, all 

at the hands of a spouse or intimate partner. These deaths occurred between 2006 and 

2009. In two of these cases a DV protective order (50B) had been issued. In a third case   

the murderer successfully completed a batterer intervention program in 2001 and had no 

further DV charges-- until he shot and killed his girlfriend in 2009.  In all of these cases 

family and/or friends were aware of the violence in the home. These fatalities 

demonstrate that keeping victims safe is not a one time or a one intervention undertaking. 

It requires an on-going commitment from friends, family and advocates to strategically 

knit a safety net of law enforcement, court system, and human services providers.  

 

This report highlights the themes and patterns observed in the second year’s reviews and 

the patterns seen among the eight cases reviewed since the Team’s inception. The report 

also highlights the progress made on the recommendations in the first report issued in 

June 2011: ―If You Leave Me I Will Kill You‖. 

 

II.  BACKGROUND 

The legislation (―the Act‖) creating the Mecklenburg Domestic Violence Fatality 

Prevention and Protection Review Team was enacted June 1, 2009 as a pilot project.  The 

Act refers to the eighty-one domestic violence-related homicides in North Carolina in 

2008, of which eleven were in Mecklenburg.  In 2009 there were seven; in 2010, nine; in 

2011, four. 

 

The Act calls for the creation of a multidisciplinary team to identify and review DV 

related deaths, including homicides and suicides, and facilitate communication among the 

organizations involved in DV cases to prevent future fatalities. It named Mecklenburg  

Community Support Services as the lead agency and required other key public and 

private agencies, including the District Attorney’s office, Law Enforcement and the 

Departments of Social Services and Mental Health, to appoint representatives. The Act 

also required appointment of DV survivors to the Team.   

 

The Act directs the DVFRT to issue an interim report to the Mecklenburg Board of 

County Commissioners, the North Carolina Domestic Violence Commission and the 

Governor’s Crime Commission by June 15, 2011 and a final report with 

recommendations for action by June 15, 2014. The Act also provides for reporting 

annually to the local board of county commissioners and the Governor’s Crime 
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Commission. The Team developed this second year interim report as a means to share its 

findings and inform stakeholders of progress to date.  

 

 III. ONGOING THEMES 

 

Firearms 

Three of the eight deaths reviewed over the two years were caused by gunshot wounds; 

two by strangulation; one by asphyxia (smothering), one by beating and another by 

exsanguination from a stabbing wound. For North Carolina as a whole, firearms 

accounted for the majority of DV homicides in 2008, 2009 and 2010, according to the 

North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 

 

Substance Abuse 

In seven of the eight cases, there was a history of excessive alcohol and/ or illegal drug 

consumption and/or sale by one or more of the parties involved. In five of the eight there 

was alcohol/drug involvement on the day of the murder. 

 

Jealousy, Rage and Perceived Loss of Control Over Victim 

In all of the eight cases an intimate partner was killed when the killer perceived loss of 

control over the victim. These included instances: when the victim chose to leave, found 

another partner, or behaved in a manner that the murderer viewed as disrespectful.  

 

Families and Friends were Aware of the Domestic Violence 

In all of the eight cases family and/or friends were aware that there was emotional and/or 

physical violence between the partners. In a few of these situations there was awareness 

that the violence could escalate and imperil the life of the victim. In others, the violence 

was not distinguishable from other violence in the home and community and, as a result, 

little attention was paid.  

 

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Name the Violence, Condemn It, and Raise Awareness about the Lethality Risk 

In all cases reviewed family and friends were aware of the violence in the home. In one 

case, after the victim’s death, friends, acquaintances and family members noted that the 

murderer had ―cut‖ the victim before. In another case the victim had been cautioned by a 

family member to ―cease slapping her boyfriend on the head‖. The acts of physical 

violence did not stand out or sound an alarm, probably because violence was 

commonplace in the lives of these individuals.   In a third case, a close family member 

(and DV survivor) explained that the victim felt shame about being a DV victim. The 

survivor called for raised awareness and changed attitudes so that DV victims are no 

longer embarrassed to seek help. She suggested rallying the community behind zero 

tolerance for DV and presented Mothers Against Drunk Driving as an example of a 

movement that has altered community norms and increased accountability for violators.  

 

The Team recommends an on-going public awareness campaign that helps diverse 

audiences to: a) understand the signs and symptoms of Domestic Violence, b) learn that 
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resources are available to help victims to exit their abusive situations, and c) points out 

the dire consequences of ignoring or turning a blind eye to the abuse.  

 

Last year the Team called attention to North Carolina General Statute 7B-301 that 

mandates reporting by ―any person or institution who has cause to suspect that any 

juvenile is abused, neglected or dependent as defined by G.S. 7B-101‖. DV exposure is 

widely considered an ―environment injurious to the juvenile’s welfare‖ which provides 

grounds for DSS to consider whether the child is at risk of abuse or neglect. Key to 

helping these children is helping the non-offending parent (the DV victim) as well.  

 

This year the Team also recommends on-going efforts to increase awareness of the 

detrimental effects on children of exposure to DV. Recommendations include: (a) 

Increase awareness of the harmful impacts of DV on child observers through Charlotte 

Mecklenburg Schools’ Parent University, (b) increase awareness of the REACH Program 

and Teen Dating Violence (TDV) Programs (TDV is a psycho-educational counseling 

program for teenage victims of dating violence. The REACH Program is a psycho-

educational counseling program for teens ages 13-17 who have been child witnesses of 

domestic violence but have now begun demonstrating at risk behaviors.), and (c) continue 

to support Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools’ anti-bullying and anti-violence initiatives and 

promotion of healthy relationships.    

 

Enhance DV Safety Planning for Victims and Children  

Children were in the home in two of the four cases reviewed. When there is Child 

Protective Services (CPS) involvement, the Team recommends that CPS strengthen DV 

safety planning at case initiation and as circumstances change throughout the case, 

including increased communications with law enforcement and Probation regarding 50B 

violations. CPS should also explore ways to impress upon the offending parent that s/he 

must abide by the terms of the 50B order to have any visitation with her/his 

child/children. 

 

Increase Frequency/Focus of Probation Contacts 

In one case reviewed there was no evidence of constructive contacts between Probation 

Officers and either the victim or perpetrator, both of whom were on probation at one time 

or another. Opportunities to re-direct and counsel the probationers toward employment 

and education opportunities were missed. The Team realizes that there have been changes 

in organization, policy, and procedures at Probation during the past couple of years, and 

there may be systems now in place that address the missed opportunities. The Team 

recommends that the Probation Department continue close monitoring of persons 

convicted of DV crimes, such as ensuring participation in batterer intervention programs 

when court ordered.  

 

Promote Development of Workplace Policies Regarding DV 

In one of the cases the victim’s workplace supervisor was aware of the DV situation, and 

a safety plan had been developed by the victim. Notification of the safety concerns was 

limited to the immediate supervisor. It is unclear if the Employee Assistance Program or 
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any other supports were offered to enhance protection. A Protective Order was in place.  

None of these interventions was sufficient to keep the victim safe.  

 

The Team recommends that employers have a policy that creates a supportive work 

environment where employees feel they may seek assistance with domestic violence 

issues. Many resources are available to assist employers to develop sound policies. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, which has a predominantly female work force, is 

currently in the process of developing a policy. Even though it cannot guarantee safety, a 

policy may help to reduce the isolation often felt by DV victims, helps victims to be 

connected to useful resources, and reduces the likelihood that a victim will be repeatedly 

stalked or harassed on the job.  

 

Magistrate’s Office and Sheriff’s Office Need to Provide Privacy to Persons Seeking 

Protective Orders 

During evenings and weekends DV victims who are seeking protective orders must go to 

the Magistrate’s Office, located in the Arrest Processing Center, 801 East Fourth St.  

Protective orders are frequently sought during evenings and weekends because that is the 

time frame during which many DV incidents occur.  Given the current configuration of 

the Magistrate’s office space and the waiting area, a person seeking an order must stand 

at a glass window and provide information to the Magistrate, without benefit of privacy 

regardless of who else may be in line. This may prove embarrassing and is potentially 

dangerous.  

 

Members of the Team have met with the representatives from the Magistrate’s Office and 

the Sheriff’s Office. The Team has recommended that they figure out how to provide 

private and secure space for persons seeking protection, so that victims of DV, and others 

who require privacy, are given the support they need during this difficult process. To 

date, the issue has not been resolved. 

 

Faith Community Leaders Require On-going DV Education 

In one case both the victim and her murderer attended church with some regularity. There 

is no evidence that either party ever informed anyone at the church about the DV 

occurring in the home. It was noted by family that the victim was raised to keep family 

matters private—―what goes on in the home stays in the home‖ is a rule in many families. 

 

The Team supports on-going community efforts to encourage faith leaders to spread the 

message that DV is unacceptable, and to educate the leaders so that they are able to 

respond effectively to congregants who disclose.  

 

Supervised Visitation and Exchange 

In one of the cases visitation and exchange of a young child was an on-going point of 

contention between the partners. The victim and murderer continued to have contact after 

the issuance of the 50B order because the father wanted to see his son, who was living 

with his mother. This created an unsafe situation for the mother and child. The murder 

occurred during one of these visitations. 

 



6/15/2012 

 

5 

 

The Team recommends that Mecklenburg County seek funding to implement supervised 

visitation for households where child visitation is included in the 50B order.  There is an 

estimated annual demand of 300 families for the service, including Family Court cases. 

The Team is aware that Mecklenburg County Community Support Services, in 

partnership with United Family Services, Inc., the 26
th

 Judicial Court District, the Latin 

American Coalition, Legal Services of Southern Piedmont, Legal Aid of North Carolina, 

The Children and Family Services Center, The Council for Children’s Rights, the 

Mecklenburg Department of Social Services, and the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police 

Department submitted a  competitive grant proposal to  the United States Department of 

Justice for a Supervised Visitation and Exchange Center in March 2012. The Team is 

optimistic that it will be funded; if the grant application is unsuccessful, the Team 

recommends that other funding sources be pursued.  

 

Additional Need for Victim Advocates 

Two of the cases involved protective orders (50Bs). It appears that victims may be better 

protected if more time and attention are spent in thinking through the specifics of the 

relief sought in the orders. 

 

The Team recommends that a Victim Advocate be available on evenings and weekends 

to assist persons requesting protective orders at the Magistrate’s Office. Evening service 

was available for a number of years, but the position was eliminated in 2009 due to tight 

budgets. The Magistrate or Judge cannot grant relief that was not requested in the order.  

It is therefore important that the victim think through the types of relief that may be 

needed to keep her (and her children) safe. For example, she may need to consider: 

whether the defendant has weapons that should be confiscated, who should be awarded 

use of a shared vehicle,   and designation of a safe location for the exchange of children 

with the non-custodial parent.  It is difficult to think clearly about these issues when one 

has just been the victim of violence.   

 

In some cases the victim seeks a 50B consent order rather than go to trial.  The victim 

may or may not understand that a consent order is like a plea bargain in that the only 

terms that can be included in the order are ones that have been agreed to by both parties.  

In these circumstances a victim advocate is invaluable in helping to think through the 

issues and thoroughly fill out the forms.  

 

Improved Law Enforcement Response to 50B violations   

In one case the perpetrator twice violated the 50B order, and the victim reported the 

violations to the police, but he was not arrested. The Team discussed current Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Police Department (CMPD) practice, which is that the complainant is 

advised to go to the Magistrate’s Office to file a complaint and seek an arrest warrant. 

This practice puts significant responsibility and pressure on the victim and may result in 

delayed issuance of the warrant if the victim is unable to get to the Magistrate’s Office.  

In this case the perpetrator had removed the tags from the victim’s car (the 50B order 

awarded the car to her), so she was without any transportation.   She was offered none by 

the police officer who came out and saw the tag-less car.  
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Generally North Carolina law allows the warrantless arrest of persons suspected with 

misdemeanors only if the law enforcement officer witnessed the crime. However, N.C. G. 

S. 50B-4(B)(1) provides that a law enforcement officer shall arrest if s/he has probable 

cause to believe a person has violated a court order [under Chapter 50B] which excludes 

the person from the victim’s residence or enjoins the person from harassing or interfering 

with the victim. The following recommendation is consistent with that statutory mandate.  

 

The Team recommends that all of the police departments in the County develop, train, 

and adhere to a policy making it mandatory that a police officer will seek a warrant 

immediately when there is probable cause that the suspect has violated a 50B order. It 

should also be policy that police officers consistently offer to transport the complainant in 

50B violation cases to the Magistrate’s office and appear before the magistrate with the 

complainant when there is probable cause.  

 

The Team further recommends that CMPD consider the merits of making contact with 

the perpetrator in DV complaints.  This recommendation emerged from the DVFRT’s 

discussion of   a study conducted in England titled Arresting Evidence: Domestic 

Violence and Repeat Victimization. The study describes a tiered series of interventions 

that ―enabled chronic repeat offenders to be identified, individually assessed and, over the 

year of the project, for their numbers to be reduced‖.  

 

Inadequate Time for Hearing 50B Cases 

The Team has requested that the Chief District Court Judge Lisa Bell consider options for 

relieving some of the crowding on the docket in Court 4110, such as moving the 50C 

cases out of that courtroom to allow the presiding judge to give more attention to the 

50Bs, which are more likely to involve emergencies and children.  Judge Bell, along with 

lead DV Judge Ty Hands, has initiated a practice of opening a second courtroom on days 

when the 4110 docket is very heavy, using an unassigned judge to hear the overload 

cases. At a recent meeting of the DV judges it appeared that this system, while not a 

perfect solution, seems to be working fairly well.  Other ideas are being discussed among 

the judges and other 4110 court personnel. 

 

Explore Improvements to Batterer Intervention Programs 

In one case the murderer completed a court-ordered batterer intervention program, New 

options for Violent Actions (NOVA) in 2001 and had no subsequent arrests for DV until 

he murdered his partner in 2009. Significant changes have been made to the NOVA 

curriculum and program design since 2001. 

 

The Team recommends that NOVA work with other organizations in the DV continuum 

to explore: 

 other program designs that address trauma 

 compliance rates  with the various sentences given to perpetrators 

 recidivism rates for program graduates 

 

Address Co-occurring Issues 
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Mental health and/or substance abuse were issues in at least three of the four cases 

reviewed.  In one case both the victim and the murderer had been consuming large 

amounts of alcohol immediately before the murderer fired his weapon multiple times at 

close range. The Team recommends that agencies in the DV continuum intentionally 

explore ways to share information, particularly for repeat offenders. The Team also 

supports early identification and treatment of Charlotte-Mecklenburg school children 

with behavioral problems. 

 

Restrict Access to Illegal Weapons 

Two of the four cases involved murders with hand guns. In one of the two the murderer 

made a quick phone call and acquired the illegal weapon at a carwash near his home for a 

few hundred dollars. The Team supports initiatives that reduce the availability of illegal 

weapons in the Mecklenburg community. 

 

 

V.  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

During this past year the Mecklenburg DV community has implemented a number of 

recommendations contained in the Team’s first annual report.  

 

Increase DV Training for Law Enforcement Officers 

The District Attorney’s Office and Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department have 

jointly developed a strategy for providing increased training to the 1700 officers. The 

strategy employs a three tier approach. The first level is to provide additional training for 

the DV detectives and the DV liaisons from each of the 13 CMPD districts. The DV 

detectives will conduct roll call trainings to answer questions that patrol officers may 

have related to DV cases. The second level is training of the CMPD training officers. 

(Every rookie officer is assigned to a training officer). The third level is to provide 

additional training through CMPD’s online training modules.  

 

On February 10, 2012 one of the Assistant District Attorneys who serves on the Team 

provided training for the detectives and liaisons. The topics were: Introduction to the 

newly formed District Attorney’s DV Team, building stronger DV cases, dual arrests, 

strangulation, and additional charges to consider. The DV detectives have also completed 

a series of roll call trainings in their respective divisions. Level two is on hold until after 

the Democratic National Convention in September.   For the third level, some, but not all, 

of the materials have been developed. Progress will resume after September.   

 

Implement Lethality Assessments 

The Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Department and CSS, in collaboration with other 

community partners, applied for and were selected to be trained and to implement the 

Lethality Assessment Program – Maryland Model (LAP), under a technical assistance 

award by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The 

Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence, the technical assistance provider, trained 

the trainers in our community in late May 2012.  The trainers will train front line 
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responders over the next several months. It is anticipated that the lethality assessments 

will increase the number of high danger victims seeking services by approximately 23%. 

 

Increase DV Screenings Among Health Care Providers 

Initial conversations have been held regarding making Intimate Partner Violence 

screening mandatory at all Carolinas Health Care System-affiliated physician offices. 

 

Presbyterian Hospital continues to educate Novant Physician Practices on the benefits of 

screening patients for domestic violence and through Project Safe provides onsite staff 

training and a resource line to support medical staff in helping patients impacted by DV.  

 

Increase Public Awareness about the statutory mandate for reporting to Child 

Protective Services when a juvenile has been exposed to DV. 

The Mecklenburg Community Support Services Women’s Commission Division applied 

for and received a grant from the Justice initiatives to run a public awareness campaign in 

partnership with WAXN-TV on the effects of DV on children. This will include the 

effects on children that are observers of the abuse as well as effects on teenagers that find 

themselves in abusive (and sometimes violent) teen dating relationships. The current plan 

calls for airing public service announcements in October 2012 (DV Awareness Month), 

February 2013 (Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month) and April 2013 (Child Abuse 

Awareness Month). 

 

Continue to educate staff and the public about the lethality of domestic violence 

situations.  

The North Carolina Council for Women and Domestic Violence Commission have 

partnered with other individuals and entities to initiate  private fund-raising to pilot a 

public awareness campaign in Iredell and Mecklenburg counties, to begin in 2013. The 

campaign will be titled: ―Say eNOugh to Violence.‖ Information about the campaign is 

available at http://enoughviolence.com/. 

 

At Central Piedmont Community College discussions of Domestic Violence have been 

incorporated into all of the Human Services Technology classes since the spring of 2010; 

this reaches approximately 250 students per semester. In addition, through the leadership 

of the Human Services Technologies Program Chair, who is a member of the  DVFRT, 

there is active participation in DV outreach activities on campus. 

 

 

Educate prosecutors to seek out defendants’ military records (when applicable) to 

strengthen DV cases—both homicide and non-homicide. 

This information has been shared with the homicide team at the District Attorney’s 

Office; the team will be developing procedures regarding how and when to obtain the 

records in particular cases. 

 

Strengthened Relationships 

In addition to the implementation of recommendations made in Year One, the Team is 

pleased that the intensive case reviews continue to strengthen the working relationships 

http://enoughviolence.com/
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among the participating agencies. (The Team was expanded in its first year of operation 

to include representatives from the faith community, the Magistrate’s Office and the 

Sheriff’s Office.)  The benefits were recently apparent in the speedy resolution of an 

issue involving protective orders; its resolution demonstrated that commitment to victim 

safety was paramount in the eyes of the Team members. According to Team Member 

District Court Judge Ronald L. Chapman, ―my sense is this helps victims in a very 

tangible way. It would not have happened if he (Sheriff’s Office representative Captain 

Dan Johnson) and I weren’t serving on the Team.‖ 

 

The commitment of the Team is reflective of our community’s desire to end domestic 

violence and of the recognition that it will take each of us to truly make safe homes and 

community a reality. 
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Appendix A-1 Session Law 2009 - 52 

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

SESSION 2009 
 

 
 

SESSION LAW 2009-52 
SENATE BILL 381 

 
 

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY PREVENTION AND 
PROTECTION REVIEW TEAM. 

 
Whereas, the General Assembly finds that it is the public policy of this State to 

prevent domestic violence fatalities; and 
Whereas, the General Assembly further finds that the prevention of these fatalities is 

a community responsibility, and professionals from disparate disciplines have expertise that can 
promote the safety and well-being of victims of domestic violence; and 

Whereas, multidisciplinary reviews of these deaths can lead to a greater 
understanding of the causes and methods of preventing these deaths; and 

Whereas, according to the North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 
there were 81 domestic violence-related homicides in the State in 2008; and 

Whereas, according to the Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Department, there were 11 
domestic violence-related homicides in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 2008; and 

Whereas, the Charlotte Mecklenburg area is a leader throughout the State with its 
innovative domestic violence programming and services, yet there remains a disconnect when 
it comes to the rate of domestic violence-related homicides; and 

Whereas, there is a need to increase safety of citizens with one strategy mitigating 
the effect of abuse by increasing the safety of victims of domestic violence, exploring 
circumstances  from  a  strengths  perspective  to  allow  professionals  to  gain  clarity  in  the 
continued needs of the community; and 

Whereas, precedence has been established in this area as similar statutes are already 
in existence, such as the North Carolina Child Fatality Prevention System, which outlines the 
course of action for a statewide disciplinary team to review child fatalities; and 

Whereas, establishing a Domestic Violence Fatality Prevention and Protection 
Review Team will be modeled after the North Carolina Child Fatality Prevention Team, with 
potential members representing a cross section of community service providers, including 
health, mental health, social services, law enforcement, courts, school professionals, and other 
domestic violence service providers; and 

Whereas, by creating legislation that protects professionals from confidentiality 
violations in specific cases where domestic violence-related homicides have occurred, the 
effectiveness of this project will be increased; Now, therefore, 

 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 
 

 
SECTION 1.(a)  Domestic Violence Fatality Prevention and Protection Review 

Team. – A county may establish a multidisciplinary Domestic Violence Fatality Prevention and 
Protection Review Team to identify and review domestic violence-related deaths, including 
homicides and suicides, and facilitate communication among the various agencies and 
organizations involved in domestic violence cases to prevent future fatalities. 

SECTION 1.(b)  Definitions. – The following definitions apply in this act: 
(1) Domestic violence fatality. – The death of a person, 18 years of age or older, 

that is the result of an act of domestic violence as defined in G.S. 50B-1. 
(2) Review Team. – The Domestic Violence Fatality Prevention and Protection 

Review Team. 
SECTION 1.(c)  Composition. – The Review Team shall consist of a lead agency, 

Community Support Services of Charlotte, North Carolina, and representatives of public and 



    

 

 
 
 
 

nonpublic agencies in the community that provide services to victims or families of domestic 
violence, including: 

(1) A representative from a domestic violence victim's service group. 
(2) An attorney from the local district attorney's office. 
(3) Local law enforcement personnel. 
(4) A representative from the local medical examiner's office. 
(5) A representative from the local department of social services. 
(6) A representative from the local health department. 
(7) A representative from an area mental health authority. 
(8) A representative from the local public schools. 
(9) A representative from a health care system. 
(10) Local medic or emergency services personnel. 
(11) A survivor of domestic violence. 
SECTION 1.(d)  Powers and Duties of the Review Team. – The Review Team shall 

meet at least four times each year. To accomplish the purposes of this act, the Review Team 
shall: 

(1) Study  the  incidences  and  causes  of  death  by  domestic  violence-related 
behavior in the community. The study shall include an analysis of all 
community, private, and public agency involvement with the decedent and 
family members prior to death. 

(2) Develop a system for multidisciplinary review of domestic violence-related 
deaths. 

(3) Examine the laws, rules, and policies relating to confidentiality. 
(4) Access  information  that  affects  the  agencies  that  provide  intervention 

services to determine whether those laws, rules, and policies inappropriately 
impede the exchange of information necessary to protect victims of domestic 
violence and recommend any necessary changes. 

(5) Perform any other studies, evaluations, or determinations the Review Team 
considers necessary to carry out its mandate. 

(6) Make  recommendations  for  system  improvements  and  needed  resources 
where gaps and deficiencies may exist. 

(7) In addition to any other duties outlined in this act, the lead agency shall 
develop  a  written  plan  outlining  standard  operating  procedures  for  the 
following: 
a. Appointing Review Team members and a chair. 
b. Establishing other Review Team duties and responsibilities. 
c. Establishing terms of service for Review Team members. 
d. Establishing the procedure for filling vacancies. 
e. Maintaining confidentiality policies consistent with applicable laws. 
f. Training Review Team members. 
g. Establishing a meeting schedule. 
h. Maintaining  a  record  of  official  meetings,  including  minutes  and 

those in attendance. 
i. Establishing a process to initiate case review. 
j. Reporting annually to the local board of county commissioners and 

the Governor's Crime Commission. 
SECTION 1.(e)  Access to Records. – The Review Team, during its existence, shall 

have access to all medical records, hospital records, and records maintained by the county or 
any  local  agency  as  necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  act,  including  police 
investigations data, medical examiner investigative data, health records, mental health records, 
and social services records. Any member of the Review Team may share relevant information 
in an official Review Team meeting only. 

Unless the personal representative of the estate of the deceased has been charged 
with or convicted of a crime in connection with the death of the victim of domestic violence, 
the Review Team shall notify the personal representative that the records will be reviewed by 
the Review Team at least 30 days before the records are reviewed. If the estate is closed, the 



    

next of kin shall be notified, unless the next of kin was charged or convicted of a crime in 
connection with the death of the victim.  

SECTION 1.(f)  Limitation on Access. – Notwithstanding any provision in the law 
that allows the Review Team to access records, no member of the Review Team shall be 
authorized to review a domestic violence fatality case while the case is under investigation by 
any law enforcement agency, or if an action is pending in any criminal or civil court in the 
State, except as provided in this section.  A Review Team member may review and have access 
to records in a domestic violence fatality case only if: 

(1) A  district  attorney  has  given  written  approval  for  access  due  to  the 
completion of the investigation or court proceedings; or 

(2) A district attorney has given written approval for access, stating that access 
by the Review Team will not have any negative or adverse effects on the 
investigation or completion of a pending case. 

SECTION 1.(g)    Confidentiality; Immunity. – All otherwise confidential 
information and records acquired by the Review Team, during its existence and in the exercise 
of its duties, shall: (i) be confidential; (ii) not be subject to discovery or introduction into 
evidence in any proceedings; and (iii) only be disclosed as necessary to carry out the purposes 
of the Review Team. No member of the Review Team or any person who attends a meeting of 
the Review Team may testify in any proceeding about what transpired at a particular meeting, 
information presented at the meeting, or opinions formed by a person as a result of the meeting. 
This section shall not prohibit a person from testifying in a civil or criminal action about 
matters within that person's independent knowledge. 

Each  member  of  the  Review  Team  and  any  invited  participants  shall  sign  a 
statement indicating an understanding of and adherence to confidentiality requirements, 
including the possible civil or criminal consequences of any breach of confidentiality. 

Persons disclosing or providing information or records pursuant to this act are not 
criminally or civilly liable for disclosing or providing the information. Except for possible civil 
or criminal liability for breach of confidentiality, Review Team members are immune from 
claims of liability, and confidential information gathered pursuant to this act is not subject to 
subpoena or discovery. 

Access to criminal investigative reports and criminal intelligence information of 
public law enforcement agencies and confidential information in the possession of the Review 
Team  shall  be  governed  by  G.S. 132-1.4.  Nothing  herein  shall  be  deemed  to  require  the 
disclosure or release of any information in the possession of a district attorney. 

Meetings of the Review Team are not subject to the provisions of Article 33C of 
Chapter 143 of the General Statutes. However, the Review Team may hold periodic public 
meetings to discuss, in a general manner not revealing confidential information, the findings of 
its reviews and its recommendations for preventive actions. Minutes of all public meetings shall 
be kept in compliance with Article 33C of Chapter 143 of the General Statutes. Any minutes or 
any other information generated during any closed session of a public meeting shall be sealed 
from public inspection. 

SECTION 2.   A Review Team established by a county pursuant to this act shall 
terminate upon the earlier of its filing its final report, or June 15, 2014. 

SECTION 3.  Each Review Team established pursuant to this act shall issue an 
interim report to the local board of county commissioners, the North Carolina Domestic 
Violence Commission, and the Governor's Crime Commission summarizing its findings and 
activities by June 15, 2011, and a final report with recommendations for action by June 15, 
2014. The reports shall not identify the specific cases or case reviews that led to the individual 
Review Team's findings and recommendations. 

SECTION 4.  This act shall not be construed to obligate the General Assembly to 
appropriate funds to implement the provisions of this act. 

SECTION 5.  This act applies to Mecklenburg County only. 



    

SECTION 6.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 1st day of June, 2009. 

 

 
s/  Walter H. Dalton 

President of the Senate 
 

 
s/  Joe Hackney 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 



Name Sex Date Of Birth Name Sex Date Of Birth 

      

      

      

 

Appendix-A-2-DV Protective Order Request Form 
File No. 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

  County In The General Court Of Justice 
District Court Division 

Name Of Plaintiff (Person Filing Complaint)  
COMPLAINT AND MOTION 

FOR 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

PROTECTIVE ORDER 
G.S. 50B-1, -2, -3, -4 

VERSUS 
Name And Address Of Defendant (Person Accused Of Abuse) 

(Check only boxes that apply and fill in blanks. Additional sheets may be attached.) 

1. I live in    County, North Carolina. 

2. The defendant and I are spouses. are former spouses. 

are persons of the opposite sex who are not married but live together or have lived together. 

have a child in common. 

are parent and child or grandparent and grandchild. 

are current or former household members. 

are persons of the opposite sex who are in or have been in a dating relationship. 

3. There is is not  another court proceeding between the defendant and me pending in this or any other state. (List county,  

 

date and what kind of proceeding, if applicable.) 

 
 

4. The defendant has attempted to cause or has intentionally caused me bodily injury; or has placed me or a member of my family 
or household in fear of imminent serious bodily injury or in fear of continued harassment that rises to such a level as to inflict 
substantial emotional distress; or has committed a sexual offense against me in that: (Give specific dates and describe in detail what 

happened.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The defendant has attempted to cause or has intentionally caused bodily injury to the child(ren) living with me or in my custody; 
has placed my child(ren) in fear of imminent serious bodily injury or in fear of continued harassment that rises to such a level as 
to inflict substantial emotional distress; or has committed a sexual offense against the child(ren) in that: (Give specific dates and 
describe in detail what happened.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. I believe there is danger of serious and immediate injury to me or my child(ren). 
 

7. (Check this block if you ask for temporary child custody.) The defendant and I are the parents of the following child(ren) under the age 
of eighteen. 

A COPY OF "AFFIDAVIT AS TO STATUS OF MINOR CHILD" (AOC-CV-609) MUST BE ATTACHED FOR EACH CHILD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Over) 
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8.  (Fill in the block if you are asking for temporary child custody) The minor child(ren) listed in No 7. above is exposed to a substantial risk of 
physical or emotional injury or sexual abuse in that: (Describe in detail what happened that created a risk of physical or emotional injury or 
sexual abuse.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9.  The defendant has firearms and ammunition as described below, has a permit to purchase a firearm, and has a 
permit to carry a concealed weapon. (Describe all firearms, ammunition, gun permits and give identifying number(s) if known, and indicate 

where defendant keeps firearms and gun permits.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10. The defendant has used or threatened to use a deadly weapon against me or minor child(ren) in my custody or has a pattern of 
prior conduct involving the use or threatened use of violence with a firearm against any persons in that (give specific dates and 
describe in detail what happened) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11. The defendant has made threats to commit suicide in that (give specific dates and describe in detail what happened) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because Of The Acts Of Domestic Violence By The Defendant, I Am Requesting That The Court Give Me The Following Relief: 

(Check only boxes that apply.) 

1. 

2. 

 
3. 

3a. 

 
4. 

 
 
 
 

5. 

I want emergency relief. 

Since there is a danger of acts of domestic violence against me or my child(ren), I want an Ex Parte Order before notice of a 
hearing is given to the defendant. 

I want the Court to order the defendant not to assault, threaten, abuse, follow, harass or interfere with me and my  child(ren). 

I want the defendant ordered not to cruelly treat or abuse an animal owned, possessed, kept, or held as a pet by either party or 
minor child residing in the household. 

I want possession of our residence at the address listed below, and I want the defendant to move from and not return to the 
residence. 

Address Of Residence 

 
 
I want the Court to order the eviction of the defendant from the residence listed above and I want assistance in returning to the 
residence. 

6.  I want possession of the personal property such as clothing and household goods in the residence listed above except for the 
defendant's personal clothing, toiletries and tools of trade. 

6a. I want the care, custody, and control of any animal owned, possessed, kept, or held as a pet by either party or minor child 
residing in the household granted to me. 
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File No. 

VERSUS 

Name Of Defendant 

7.  I want the defendant to be ordered not to come on or about: 

(a) my residence. (b) any place where I am receiving temporary shelter. 

(c) the place where I work. (d) any school(s) the child(ren) attend. 

(e) the place where the child(ren) receives day care. (f) the place where I go to school. 

(g) Other: (name other places) 

 
 
 
 

The child(ren) currently attend: (name school) 

 
 
 

8.  I want the defendant to be ordered to have no contact with me. 

9.  I want possession and use of the following vehicle: 

Describe Vehicle 

 
 

10.  I want temporary custody of our minor child(ren) listed in this Complaint. I understand that I must file a separate child custody 
action for permanent custody. 

11.  I want the defendant to be ordered to make payments for the support of our minor child(ren), as required by law, but I 
understand it is only temporary and that I must file a separate child support action for regular, permanent child support. 

 

12.  I want the Court to prohibit the defendant from possessing or purchasing a firearm. 
 

13.  I want the Court to order the defendant to surrender to the sheriff his/her firearms, ammunition, and gun permits to purchase a 
firearm and carry a concealed weapon. 

 

14.  I want the defendant to be ordered to attend an abuser treatment program. 

15.  I want the defendant to be ordered to provide me and the child(ren) suitable alternative housing. 
 

16.   I want the defendant to be ordered to make payments for my support as required by law, but I understand it is only temporary  
and that I must file a separate action for regular permanent spousal support. 

 

17.  Other: (specify) 

Date Signature Of Plaintiff (Person Filing Complaint) 

 VERIFICATION  
I, the undersigned, being first duly sworn, say that I am the plaintiff in this action; that I have read the Complaint and Motion; that the 

matters and things alleged in the Complaint and Motion are true except as to those things alleged upon information and belief and as to 

those I believe them to be true and accurate. 

 

SWORN/AFFIRMED AND SUBSCRIBED TO BEFORE ME 
Date 

Date Signature Signature Of Plaintiff 

Deputy CSC Clerk of Superior Court 
Name Of Plaintiff (Type Or Print) 

  Assistant CSC  Designated Magistrate 

 
Notary 

Date My Commission Expires  

 

SEAL 
County Where Notarized 
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Appendix- A-3 -  Mecklenburg Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team Members 

 

Honorable Jane Harper, Chair 

Retired District Court Judge  

 

Kimberly Barker, Vice-Chair 

Manager, Community Care Services 

Presbyterian Hospital 

 

Jamie Adams, Mecklenburg District Attorney’s Office 

 

Jay Ashendorf, Mecklenburg District Attorney’s Office 

 

Honorable Ronald L. Chapman, Mecklenburg District Court Judge 

 

Christine Davis, Survivor 

 

Detective/Victim Advocate Susan Espinoza, Huntersville Police Department 

 

Carolyn Gaither, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Public Schools 

 

Sergeant Angela Haywood, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department 

 

Betty J. Hooper, Mecklenburg Department of Social Services 

 

Janice Jefferis, Survivor  

 

Captain “Dan” Johnson, Mecklenburg Sheriff’s Office 

 

Karen Johnson, Chief Magistrate 

 

Pat Kelly, United Family Services Victim Assistance 

 

Detective Tim Lesser, Huntersville Police Department  

 

Kimberly Livingston, Mecklenburg Community Support Services Women’s Commission 

Division 

 

Tommy Lopez, Community Volunteer 

 

Sara Lovett, Mecklenburg Health Department 

 

LaTonya Lynch, North Carolina Department of Probation 

 

Linda Margerum, Mecklenburg Area Mental Health Department 

 

Captain W. Steven Mull, Mecklenburg Sheriff’s Office  



Nikkie Perry, MEDIC 

 

Reverend Glencie  S. Rhedrick 

First Baptist Church-West 

 

Officer Maggie Rodriguez, Pineville Police Department 

 

Erin Pettit Rumble, Domestic Violence Healthcare Project, Carolinas Medical Center  

 

Dr. James M. Sullivan, Mecklenburg Medical Examiner 

 

Jane Taylor, United Family Services, Shelter for Battered Women 

 

Khadija Wali Uhud, Survivor 

 

Staff support: Helen Lipman, Mecklenburg Community Support Services 

                       John Weil, Facilitator 

 


